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S&D MAIL LINE COMMENT ot FORM

Sirs:What a surprise to open the
Reflector envelope and see what
you did with the PRESIDENT
photos which I provided to you last
spring. 1 had no idea you’d make
such significant use of them.

As a follow-up, I noticed while
driving by the site along I-70 a few
weeks ago that it’s been cleared,;
there’s no sign of the boat’s
remains. 1 called the St. Elmo
newspaper office to inquire and was
told that the chopped up vessel had
been moved to “privately owned
property” in St. EImo. However,
there’s no indication that anything
is happening with the “hotel/
convention center.”

I’ve attached a few photos which
I took in August while cruising
down the Illinois River on the Spirit
of Peoria. These are of the old
Goldenrod Showboat, a fixture on
the St. Louis levee for decades. It’s
been out of service since an attempt
to operate it at St. Charles, Missouri,
did not succeed. It’s currently
tied up along the west bank of the
Illinois River near Kampsville. I’ve
not heard any plans to do anything
with it.

Feel free to use if of interest to the
S&D river community. I’ll let you
know if I hear anything new about
the President.

Ken Buel

e Yard was taken about
1934, and is from the John Hauberg collection. One has to be
curious about the gentleman enjoying his pipe on the head of the
boat in the foreground - is he a workman employed by the Kahlkes,
or perhaps he is a crewmember of the little boat. And speaking of
hat little boat, she appears to be in good order with rigging fairly
neatly stowed. It is sure that many “modern” safety officials would
shudder to look at the steps on those narrow towknees - and no
handrail to boot!

= Ken was kind enough to forward
the sad photos of the remains of the
Str. PRESIDENT that were seen in
the last issue.

At right are his photos of the Show-
boat GOLDENROD, somewhat in a
state of neglect, but certainly not as
bad as the PRESIDENT. - Ed




Sirs: The latest REFLECTOR
arrived here yesterday and I just had
to take a moment to thank you for a
fine issue. Some ‘pathos’ with the
PRESIDENT on the cover and the
now retired but operating ‘DELTA
QUEEN Boatel’ in Chattanooga.
The FALLS HEROES fascinating
in addition to covering a subject
long needing exposure. Letters to
the Editor interesting RE: JASON
with her photo on Pg. 3 being most
pertinent.

Str. MONTANA Pg. 22 intriguing
viewing the incredible load of cargo
on her from stem to stern using a
magnifying glass. Wonder what
was in all of those barrels on her
top deck? No doubt her Purser and
Mud Clerk were busy that trip with
records as was her Mate in seeing
all stowed properly.

Jerry’s photos of the BATON
ROUGE and NEW ORLEANS
same photos Mrs. Loretta Howard
handed me back in 1959 when
she was still living in the Howard
Mansion. At the time she also
handed me a box of drafting
pencils from the old yard office
saying, “Here, take these for your
own. I can’tunderstand how young
people like you are so interested in
all of this old steambat stuff.” [!]
Loretta later suffered serious leg/
hip problems with age and moved
down the street to a small Howard
owned home for easy access.
There was one fine lady.

As a member and Librarian at
the Literary Club of Cincinnati
[Founded 1849 and oldest such
Club in the United States], I found
in the archives an entry for Saturday,
Jan. 3, 1885 when Mark Twain and
George W. Cable while on a national
speaking tour. For years research
here in Cincinnati failed to reveal
what Twain actually said that night
at your Club. There was a stellar

number present that night to hear
him. Rick Kesterman, Archivist
with Cincinnati Historical Society,
finally last year found a newspaper
entry on this nailing all down.
Among the men present that night
was Congressman Wm. Springer
[Family member of the Springer
family who built the famed Str. R.R.
SPRINGER] and Dr. Lawrence
Carr who endured untold horrors
as a young doctor on the Str. JOHN
PORTER when she was hit with the
Yellow Fever epidemic coming up
the river with many deaths aboard.
We can only wonder if Twain and
Carr exchanged any words that night
about the PORTER or steamboats in
general. The piece is short but filled
with much humor from that era.

R. Dale Flick
Cincinnati, OH

= See a short piece on the Twain
- Cable visit forwarded by Dale
elsewhere in this issue. - Ed.
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Sirs: I am currently researching
the steamboat MARION, which
operated as a railroad car ferry
between Arkansas City, Arkansas
and Huntington, Mississippi. This
ferry operation existed from circa
1885-1894, although the MARION
may not have been built for this
service until ca. 1887.

I am unable to find any listing of
this particular boat in either of the
two Frederick Way publications
(packet or towboats), and was
wondering whether some past issue
of the S&D Reflector might have
ever covered this railroad ferry
operation on the Mississippi River.
The two railroads involved were
the Little Rock, Mississippi River
& Texas (later Missouri Pacific-

Iron Mountain) on the west, and the
Louisville, New Orleans & Texas
(later Yazoo & Mississippi Valley)
on the east.

The MARION is prominently
mentioned (by name) in late 1880s
timetables appearing in the monthly
publication Official Guide of the
Railways, and in annual reports
of the Missouri Pacific Railway,
described variously as a “new
double-track transfer boat” and later
as the “...transfer steamer Marion”.

Given the comprehensive nature of
the Wray publications, it’s hard to
believe that a transfer ferry of this
size and of almost a decade service
would have escaped notice. Any
information would be welcome,
and if this Huntington-Arkansas
City operation was ever covered
in the S&D Reflector, I would be
interested in purchasing copies.

Bill Pollard
Conway, AR
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A Word From the President

Dear Members,

Sons and Daughters of Pioneer Rivermen celebrated
our 70th Anniversary, September 18-20, 2009 at the
Lafayette Hotel in great fashion. Dr. Frank Pollock’s
presentation on life on the inland wterways in the
1940’s brought back memories for many, and a better
understanding of the steam-to-diesel era.

Saturday was a beautiful sunny day. We enjoyed a box
lunch at the River Museum followed by a Whistle Blow,
with live steam, thanks to the generosity of Madison
Coal & Supply. Saturday night’s banquet featured a
surprise visit from our old friend Mark Twain, with
tales and tips on life enjoyed by all. Woody Rutter, past
President and Editor Emeritus of the Reflector topped
the evening with his slide presentation of 70 years of
S&D. The man is sharp and his wit....well, it is quite
sharp as well. A great time was had by all.

On the serious side, most know the operation of the
Ohio River Museum had been cut back in FY2009
and scheduled for closing due to the Ohio Historical
Society’s loss of 43% in funding. S&D pitched in
and helped keep the doors open through the summer.
The past four months have found my presence at the
weekly meeting of the Friends of the MuseumsTask
Force. This group has developed a reasonable business
plan, based on business logic, community support
and a tremendous marketing plan. The Friends of the
Museums will take over operation of the Ohio River
and Campus Martius Museum October 1, 2009. The 3
Year Fund Drive shows need for $310,000.

You can help out with a tax deductible Friends of
the Museums 3 Year Family Membership for $100.00.
This allows your family unlimited visits to the Campus
Martius Museum and the Ohio River Museum (Please
note that as an S&D member you already have free visits
to the Ohio River Museum). You also can enroll for
an Ohio Historical Society 3 Year Family Membership
for $150.00 through the Friends and receive unlimited
visits at all 58 OHS Museums. Invest in history by
sending contributions to:

Friends of the Museums
601 Second Street
Marietta, OH 45750
All donations are appreciated. For more info call (740)
373-3750

Thanks, one and all -Jeff Spear, S&D President
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A Note From the Editor

We are taking a break from our series featuring
“FALLS HEROES” in this issue, but will resume in the
next issue.
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Mark Twain’s Cincinnati Visit
January 3, 1884

In November, 1884, Mark Twain and George W.
Cable, billed as the “Twins of Genius,” set out on a four
month cross-country speaking tour via private rail car
from Washington, D.C. to Toronto and points between
terminating in Minnesota. They were considered an odd
pair—Twain sociable, profane, active; Cable, paid the
unheard of $450 per week, slight, proper, pious given
to hours of Bible reading. Twain joked in a letter to his
wife Livy, “I was the greatest triumph WE have ever
made.” Entrée to Twain’s inner circle was reputed to be
based on a love of good literature, cigars and bourbon.

The evening of January 3, 1884, Twain, Cable,
Congressman William Springer and Dr. Lawrence
C. Carr were brought as guests to the Literary Club,
founded 1849, by hosts Alexander Hill and John Follett
before a group of some thirty-three members to hear a
paper read by noted artist Henry F. Farny on his trips to
the West studying the Indians. The American frontier
would not officially be considered ended until 1890.
Among the members was William Howard Taft, later
President of the United States. Dr. Lawrence Carr,
elected a member in 1885, had the singular distinction
of being the young medical officer for the tragic week
aboard the Str. JOHN PORTER on her trip up the river
stricken with dreaded Yellow Fever in 1878.

The Literary Club’s minutes recorded the visit by
Twain and Cable with little to no hint on what either
had said that evening tantalizing later researchers
and club librarians. Fellow Literary Club and S&D
members Dale Flick, librarian, and Rick Kesterman
long discussed the question and possibility of
discovering just what Mark Twain said, if anything.
Then, in the winter of 2008, Rick discovered, during
his serendipitous diggings relating to his archival duties
with the Cincinnati Historical Society, a brief news
clipping possibly attributed to the GAZETTE what was
said that winter evening 124 years ago. All in good
humor on Twain’s part to the assembly in spite of his
quick retort.

“The evening at the Literary Club last night was
unusually pleasant. H.F Farny made a highly interesting
address on ‘Indians I Have Met,” detailing graphically
some of his experiences in the Wild West. When ‘Mark

- Submitted by R. Dale Flick

Distinguished Guests
Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) and George Cable

Twain’ was presented somebody called out, “Speech!”
whereupon the humorist, with an injured look, remarked,
“The gentleman who said “speech” is certainly not a
public speaker, or he wouldn’t expect a man who has
already preached twice in one day to convert the people
of this great city—and | am convinced I have converted
thousands—to preach again.”

Mr. Cable made a few pleasant remarks and intimated
that his confrere’s gray hair was possibly due to too
frequent speaking, after bed-time.

Something was the matter with the gas-meter at the
club rooms, and it was found necessary to find other
illumination towards the tail-end of the evening. This
was furnished by frequent flashes of wit, and candles
stuck into the necks of empty bottles.



HISTORIC STERNWHEEL PRESERVATION SOCIETY

2010 CALENDAR
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ictured on the front cover of the 2010 HSPS calendar Is the diesel sternwheel towboat J.B. BAT]1 LE,

uilt by the Charles Ward Engineering Works at Charleston, WV in 1924 for the U.S. Engineers, Mobile
(AL) District. It was 100 by 24 feet, powered by two Winton 110 hp engines with diesel-electric drive.
Sold in 1947 to Capt. Selby Turner, Madison, IN, and was soon sold to Capt. John L. Beatty, Cincinnati,
and renamed J.L. BEATTY. Finally sold in 1951 to Greene Sand & Gravel Co., Louisville, KY and re-

amed MARTHA E. GREENE. She was repowered in 1957 with a 400 hp Cooper-Bessemer, still diesel-
electric drive. In the early 1970°s she was converted to a drﬂg.

SPS, Inc (a 501.c.3 non-profit) publishes a
Riverboat Wall Calendar each year, with proceeds
going toward maintenance of the 1923 sternwheel
towboat BARBARA H. Each month features a specific
boat along with its history, and a complete calendar
page, with holidays marked. The featured boats for
2010 include:
BENWOOD; RESOLUTE; NEMACOLIN (now
LAURAJ); TED B; BOB GRESHAM & HELEN H;
MAJOR; FORT ARMSTRONG (now ANNA MARIE

steam barge); D.A.B.; CHE-MON; KANAWHA; R.W.
TURNER; TROJAN; J.B. BATTLE

Calendar Price: $15.95, Shipping: $4.50 for one;
(add $1 for each additional calendar).

Please mail check or money order to:

HSPS, Inc.
158 Ashland Cove Road
Vevay, IN 47043



S&D Seventieth Anniversary
Celebration Weekend

By John L. Fryant

celebrated their seventieth anniversary at their

annual meeting at Marietta OH on Sept 17th
and 18th, 2009. This was one of the better meetings
of the last few years, highlighted by a whistle blow on
Saturday afternoon and the surprise appearance of Mark
Twain at the Saturday evening banquet. Nelson Jones
and his crew brought the vintage towboats J. S. LEWIS
and LAURA J. up from Charleston for the event. The
LEWIS, which is the oldest operating towboat on the
Western Rivers (1931) was in pristine condition and
open for tours on Saturday. The LAURA J. towed the
whistle barge Anna Marie up the Muskingum River to
a location behind the W.P. SNYDER for the wonderful
noisy event scheduled for Saturday afternoon.

The seventieth anniversary meeting opened on Friday
evening with the usual gathering in the sternwheeler
ballroom at the Hotel Lafayette with about one hundred
and ten in attendance. Highlighting this get-together
was a slide presentation by Dr. Frank Pollock, who
told of his summer employment working on towboats
during his college days. The show featured many great

The Sons and Daughters of Pioneer Rivermen

- John Fryant Photo

photos of vintage diesel and sternwheel towboats.
Also displayed were two paintings of the showboat
MAJESTIC and her towboat, the ATTABOY, by the
late Dr. “Pete” Striegel, brought up by Yvonne Knight,
administrator of the Howard Steamboat Museum.
Mickey Frye, son of the late Dorothea Frye brought
a lot of steamboat memorabilia from the Greene line
in the form of record books, logs and plans. Dr. J. K.
Folmar I was on hand selling copies of his new book
“California, Pa., 1849 — 1881: The History of a Boat
Building Town”. This 466 page paper bound volume
chronicles the history of steamboats built in California
Pennsylvania during those years and will be a valuable
addition to any inland river historian’s library.
Saturday dawned bright and beautiful; a perfect day
for the coming outdoor events. During the morning
business meeting the election of officers and Board of
Governors was held. The only change to the governing
body was the “voluntary retirement” of Yours Truly,
who stepped down as VP after thirteen years of serving
in several different positions. Vic Canfield is now the
new VP and my best wishes go with him. At about



eleven AM the group adjourned to the Ohio River
Museum on the banks of the Muskingum River for a
box lunch, followed by the big event of the day, the
calliope concert and whistle blow. 14 whistles were
removed from the Ohio River Museum to be blown
that afternoon. In addition, noted calliopist and calliope
builder Dave Morecraft, from Peru IN, brought one of
his instruments, which was duly installed on the head
of the Anna Marie and with which he opened the event.
Capt. Bob Reynolds served as MC announcing each
whistle and Capt. Bill Barr did the honors tugging the
whistle cords. A surprise addition to the event was the
whistle supposedly from the DELTA KING, brought
by R. C. “Heck” Heckert. However, there was some
controversy as to whether it was really from the DELTA
KING, as that whistle is supposedly in Vancouver, BC,
Canada.

At the conclusion of the “tootenanny”, the LAURA J.
shoved the whistle barge back down to the mouth of the
Muskingum with Dave still serenading on the calliope

and tied up next to the LEWIS. It was a splendid
afternoon enjoyed by all.

The highlight of the Saturday evening banquet was
the surprise appearance of Mark Twain, in the person
of Bob Anton from Peoria IL, who has been doing
his excellent Twain impersonations for years. After
Mr. Twain’s delightful monologue, the entertainment
continued with past President and Reflector editor J. W.
“Woody” Rutter, giving a slide presentation featuring
bygone faces and events from S & D’s seventy year
history. Comments such as “Is that me?”, “Can’t believe
it!” and “That long ago?” were heard from various parts
of the audience during the presentation.

With the official closing of the meeting various
members adjourned to the bar and the lobby to enjoy
the usual “afterglow”. All told, it was an outstanding
weekend, not soon to be forgotten.

Thanks to R. Dale Flick and Capt. Bill Judd for
their inputs.
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