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- LETTERS -

Sirs: At a meeting of the Golden
Eagle Club I raised the question of
members present as to the identity of
"Duke of Paducah." (Photo page 34
of September issue.) Nobody knew
the answer but several opined that
he was a country-style comedian
who may have appeared on The
Grand Old Opry or Red Foley's
program, - both popular at the time.

A correction for page 2; Dick
Lemen (not Leman) is the spelling
for the front cover’s photographer.

Enclosed is $5 for a copy of the
June issue with Joe Vollmar, Jr.’s
story about the St. Louis Harbor
boats.

Bill Shive
P.O. Box 8132
Belleville, IL 62222

= Another photo of the Duke shows
him boarding the GOLDEN EAGLE
at St. Louis, May 17, 1947 with his
friend, "Mel." Is this a clue? Ed.
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Sirs:  Enclosed is the latest news I
have about the HEROINE. [ just
hope the river stays low and the
weather stays fair a little longer. |
enjoy the Reflector from cover to
cover.

Ralph M. Mitchell

Route 1, Box 160

Tom, OK 74740

= See HEROINE Bulletin in this
issue. Did the helicopter make the
lift in time? Stop at Ft. Towson
Park next time you’re in the vicinity
to find out. Thanks for the info,
Ralph; reader assistance makes the

editor’s job easy. Ed.
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- THE FREIGHT BOOK -
Pittsburgh Car Floats 6
S&D Annual Meeting 14
WASHINGTON Woodcut 22
Coming to Montana - 1867 24
HEROINE Progress Report 31
N.O. to Houston in 1846 35
Obituaries

Robert L. Miller 39
Sirs: The WAKEROBIN was built

by Dravo in 1926 for the U.S.
Lighthouse Service. It was the last
steam vessel operated by the U.S.
Coast Guard, retired in 1950 and
later used as an inspection vessel for
the Corps of Engineers, Memphis.

The boat sank below Cincinnati
in the spring of 2005 and the
engines were saved for display at the
Chilo, Ohio Lock 34 Museum. The
Frisbie Engine Co. examples, 18s-
7.5 ft., stroke may be the last ones
anywhere and have been preserved
with the assistance of the J. Mack
Gamble Fund, of S&D.

Bill Judd
1099 Rt. 52
New Richmond, OH 45157

= Bill was instrumental in saving
the WAKEROBIN (5680) engines
with the cooperation of BB River-
boats, Newport, KY which is using
the hull as a landing barge. Ed.

* % %

Sirs:  On page 8, September issue,
Dana Scott’s diary entry for March
9, 1876 mentions riding the New
Orleans streetcars which were pulled
by, “. . dummy engines which do not
use any fire or water.”

The dummy engines were used on
the Carrollton line beyond the New
Orleans city limits; inside the city
the cars were pulled by mules. The
small locomotives had a large,
insulated water storage tank that was
charged with high pressure steam
from a stationary boiler. The
operator stood on the front platform
of the streetcar to handle the throttle
and brake. The design was the
invention of Dr. Emile Lamm, a
French dentist who settled in N.O.
about 1850. They could run nine
miles between charges and were
used between 1872 and 1889 when
electric cars replaced them.

John H. White
101 Beechpoint Dr.
Oxford, OH 45056

* k %k

BELOW: Engraving of
Lamm's Fireless Loco. at
New Orleans as pictured in
Science American, 1872.
The operator stood on the
car platform to manipulate
the throttle and brake on
the locomotive. Cut

.LAMM'S FIRELESS LOCOMOTIVE.

supplied by Jack White.




A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

There comes a time in any endeavor
when we should bid adieu and this is such
a time. For the past fifteen years it has
been my enjoyable task to produce the
S&D Reflector for a great group of readers,
but time marches on. When one is past
four score years, a planned change seems
prudent so this issue will be my last effort
as the editor/publisher. I will leave with
mixed feelings for producing the paper has
meant there is always something to do, -
and a hobby is never "work."

On a cold, wet day in late winter, a
retreat down to the basement office is a
very pleasant prospect. Whether trying to
write a story, playing with prints in the
darkroom for the proper contrast, laying
out an interesting page or digging in books
and papers to answer a question and the
hours seem to slip away. They are
productive hours, too, although sometimes
there seems to be undo wheel spinning to
produce a result. In the effort to produce
the Reflector, we have tried to entertain
and also save some river history that
otherwise might have been lost.

There is a real reward when
a story prompts some reader to
respond, pro or con. We are
pleased that most of your
comments have been positive
although, at times, with some
gentle chiding, too.

The photos to the left will
reveal the "low-tech" nature of
the production of the Reflector.
It is a cut-and-paste operation:
the printed copy is cut to size
and pasted on a sheet of copy
board, It began this way with
Fred Way in 1964. More
sophisticated methods are
available - and perhaps could
be learned by old dogs - but
this works for me and the
printer doesn't complain. If the
editor's position becomes a
hobby, there is no need to
make it a grinding task!

The job is open today and
someone, we are sure, will
enjoy doing it. Apply NOW!

The greatest reward in being
part of any organization are
the friendships found. Both of
us thank all of you for your
support over many years and
we wish you each the best in
2007.

Merry Christmas
Woody <l Bee
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CINCINNATI'S TALL STACKS - 2006

We would remiss to overlook reporting on the extravaganza held on the
Queen City riverfront over October 4 through 8. The estimated attendance was
800,000 visits, comparing favorably with the 2003 event. Visitors found 16
boats, 46 musical groups and displays and vendors by the hundreds.

The weather was damp the first day but ideal following. The Ohio River put
on a pop-rise the morning of October 6 which caused cancellation of 18 boat
trips, but then that's the way of the river. There was a scramble to provide
ticket holders with alternate cruises and some ticket refunds clouded the final
balance sheet. Tall Stacks broke "even" financially, a good sign for the future.

The non-tall stacks boat below, USS LST 325, made a first and popular
appearance. This WW-II Landing Ship Tank participated in the Normandy
Invasion in 1944. She served in the Greek Navy 1964-2000 and was returned to
the U.S. by a volunteer crew in 2001. LST 325 is now based at Evansuville, IN.

Thanks to Fred Rutter for the photo spread.




Taken from the Point Bridge at Pittsburgh, Pa. as a Jones & Laughlin tow
headed by brand new Car Float A passes down the Monongahela River just

above the Ohio.

Jack Polaritz Collection

PITTSBURGH’S CAR-FLOATS
RAILROAD CAR TRANSFER OPERATIONS BY

PRESSED STEEL CAR CO. AND J&L STEEL
By Jack Polaritz & John Teichmoeller

espite being the nation’s largest inland port,

Pittsburgh is one of the last places that would
come to mind when someone thinks of rail car ferries.
While they hardly rivaled those services in New York
Harbor, for a time the Steel City was home to at least
four little-known car float operations.

The region initially saw car ferry service between
the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) and the Pittsburgh &
Lake Erie (P&LE) railroads in the early 1880s. This
car float operation handled interchange freight traffic
across the Monongahela River between Pittsburgh's
Hazelwood and South Side neighborhoods. The
service lasted until the P&LE’s affiliate, the
Pittsburgh, McKeesport & Youghiogheny Railroad

completed a bridge over the Monongahela at
Homestead in 1884 that finally connected the two
railroads. The service is mentioned on page 208 in a
book commissioned by the P&LE by their former
Counsel Harold McLean entitled Pittsburgh & Lake
Erie Railroad. The map in that book does not reflect
what other maps show as possible locations for the
landing, which remains a mystery at this time.

Another obscure operation involving the B&O is
cited in a table listing North American railcar transfer
services published in an 1897 Railway Gazette. This
lists one operated by the Pittsburgh Junction Railroad
(part of the B&O) with 2 car barges, having a total
capacity of 12 cars and operating between 36™ St. and
13" St. in Pittsburgh. The daily average number of
cars ferried is given as 150, so this was a respectable
operation. “Length of time cars are on the floats” was
listed as 45 minutes to 1 hour. No further information
is known about this.









































































































