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THE FRONT COVER

There is some action going on in
this photo: a snag has been
captured and will soon be disposed
of, cut up or deposited on the bluff
bank in the foreground. There are
ten hands visible on the forecastle
and both capstans appear to be
working at pulling the tree out of
the muck.

The sternwheel snagboat C. B.
REESE (T0310) was built in 1879 at
Carondelet, Missouri for the Memphis
District, Corps of Engineers. She
had an iron hull, 172x27x4.8, and
high pressure engines 15's-4 ft.
stroke. In 1906 the REESE was
assigned to the Little Rock District
and removed the wrecks of a number
of steamboats in the Arkansas River
below Pine Bluff which had been
lost during the Civil War. She was
trapped on the White River in 1927
by the failure of a railroad bridge
at Georgetown, Arkansas and didn't
get out until March, 1929,

The C. B. REESE was sold in 1942
to Globe Oil & Refining Co. and
rebuilt into the towboat I. A.
O'SHAUGHNESSY  (T1155), the hull
being remodeled to 140x36x5.4 for
towboat purposes and she received
larger engines, 15's,28's-7 ft.
stroke from the towboat STEEL CITY

(T2337). Renamed WOOD RIVER
(T2698) the boat was finally
dismantled in 1947, in all a career
of 68 years.

Enlargement from the original
negative by William E. Reed.
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-LETTERS -

Sirs: Thanks for the article and
photos of the snagboat DE RUSSY in
the June issue. I am in the
process of building a model of her,
dating from her original twin pilot-
house design and wonder what color
she was painted, red? Also, what
did the steam powered saws look
like?

Chuck Pietscher
1001 Morgan St.
Keokuk, IA 52632

= What color was the DE RUSSY;
she shows up dark in the photos and
early films were not sensitive to
red, yellow nor green, The contrast
is similar to that visible on the
main deck which was probably red
lead but "red lead" came in several
shades. Our impression is that the
saws on the early snagboats were

reciprocating.  Any help for Chuck
from rehders? Ed.

LR
Sirs: This was my first S&bD
meeting. I walked into a room full
of strangers and left a room of
friends.

William F. Grier
712 Cromwell Way
Lexington, KY 40503
LA

Sirs: I've taken on the Jjob of
rebullding the paddlewheel on the

BECKY THATCHER. Of 96 wheel arms
53 have to be replaced, each 11'8"
long, 10" wide and 3" thick and cost
$24 from a mill at Peebles, Ohic.
I'm about 2/3 of the way home on
making wedges, gibs and blocks.

Mike Giglio
Route 9, Box 59
Marietta, OH 45750

= Mike is back to long distance
trucking after a stint in the engine
room of the DELTA QUEEN. The BECKY
THATCHER was the U.S. MISSISSIPPI
(3977) now being restored by local
volunteers. Ed.

Sirs: Having been raised on the Big
Sandy River, I would like to see a
little something about gas boats in
the Reflector occasionally. I also
wonder 1if there is anyone out there
who remembers how the belt system

worked on gasboats to reverse the
wheel? I recall the belts and
pulleys and idler shaft but how was
the belt shifted sideways from one
pulley to another?
John J. Rous

3505 Thompson Dr.

Ashland, KY 41102
= We've seen sliding belts on
line shafts but have no idea

whether or not the same method was
used on the one-lung gasboats. A
quick perusal of the Reflector
indices didn't turn up such a
description; contributions will be
welcomed, Ed.

* 43

Sirs:  We volunteers of the Oregon
Maritime Center and Museum were
delighted to have three very nice
ladies from your organization wvisit
us recently. As one of the
museum's historians I am working
with others to develop as complete
a history as possible of the boats
and personnel that worked on the
Columbia River. Ann Zeiger recently
wrote us a letter about the Sons
and Daughters; my check for member-
ship is enclosed.

Gene Harrower
3223 NE 131st Ave.
Portland, OR 97230

= The Oregon Maritime Center
has the restored Str. PORTLAND open
for visitors. We thank Ann Zeiger
for handing us articles about the
museum and the PORTLAND. Ed.
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Sirs: Please add my father's name
to 54D membership: George Neigler,
P.0. Box 171, Racine, Ohio 45771.

He has lived along the Ohio all
his life and worked with Wallace
“Boone" Weaver for building
yawls and johnboats.

years

David G. Neigler
Racine, OH 45771



. NOT BROWNSVILLE! ROCHESTER!

This pheto appeared on page 11, September, 1995
issue and triggered instant reaction by readers.

Paul Bennett, Beaver, PA called as soon as the
postman dropped the Reflector in his lap to correctly
identify the location as the wharf at Rochester,
Pennsylvamnia. The W. P. SNYDER JR. with her
quarterboat is landed head downstream.

Writes Elvin Batchelor, Rochester, PA: "The picture
actually was the SNYDER at Rochester, PA and shows the

old, abandoned brewery building and the old Rochester
Hospital on the hill.

The cabin cruiser tied up beside the SNYDER was my
1937 Chris Craft, the Red Witch. I went across the
Ohio, tied up and was able to visit with Captain Way,
an old friend of the Batchelor family."

No excuses; just a slip of the brain. The photo was
taken by 5. Durward Hoag and dated plainly "September
13, 1955". Thanks for catching us!

A LETTER TO CAPT. GILBERT BLUE

John Briley, Manager, Ohic River Museum regaled
the members attending the annual meeting this
September past with the reading of a letter written
in 1846 to the master of the steamer PUTNAM. The
letter with some freight bills from John Burke,
Forwarding and Commission Merchant, Marietta were
donated by Mrs. Robert Murphy, 1203 Burning Bush
Lane, West Chester, PA 18380.

The PUTNAM was a small sidewheel boat, 75x18 ft.,
108 tons, built in Zanesville in 1845 for Cynis and
Gilbert Blue. She ran in the Zanesville-Pittsburgh
trade two years, 1845-1846 and then somehow got
down to New Orleans and was scld at auction by J. B.
Blache & Co., auctioneers. She was lost by stranding
on February 13, 1848 at Little Tombigbee, Alabama.

The captain of the PUTNAM to whom the letter is
addressed was Gilbert Blue, sometimes spelled "Blew",
and a Methodist Minister in addition to riverman. -

Zanesville, March 30, 1846
Dear Sir -

When about to make your first trip with the
steamboat PUTNAM, I seen in the papers of this town
an advertisement stating that your boat would be
conducted strictly on Sabbath keeping principles. I
was much pleased at the sight of such & notice in
the public prints and, considering the relation in
which you stood to society and the church, I fondly

hoped you would act in strict accordance with your
Public profession, as I had frequently heard you 1in
the house of Good attempt to reprove.

But in this I have been disappointed. I had
frequently heard that during your absence you not
only run your boat but loaded and unloaded freight
on the Sabbath. 5till, considering that you was
member of the Methodist church and a minister of
the gosple (sic), I was unwilling to believe the
reports. But on yesterday, Sunday, I had occular
(sic) demonstration of the fact that you do run your
boat on the Sabbath for I seen you stand on the
hurricane deck and give the word of command as your
boat came into port. Whilst the enemys of religion
stood on the wharf and pointed to you in derision
and said, "There 1s the Sunday man!"

Now sire, I have one request to make of you and
that 1s before you push your boat out of this port
to get up on the hurricane deck where you stood
yesterday and preach a sermon from these words:
REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY.  And
thereafter, set no longer the hypocrite and stand as
a stumbling block In the way of others or else lay
aslde your priestly robes and no longer attempt to
reprove sin, whilst you openly violate the command
of God

I make this request because I love

CONSISTENCY
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Established in 1964 as the official
publication of the Sons and Daughters of
Pioneer Rivermen, edited and published by
Capt. Frederick Way, Jr. through 1992.
The S&D Reflectdr takes its name from a
newspaper  published in 1869 by the
management of the sidewheel packet
FLEETWOOD, Parkersburg-Cincinnati trade.

Membership in S&D is not restricted to
descendants of river pioneers. Your
interest in river affairs makes vyou
eligible and welcome. Full membership
entitles the holder to the S&D Reflector
and admission to the Ohio River Museum
including the W. P. SNYDER JR., Marietta,
Chio.

Membership dues are currently $15 per
year for a full membership; S$1 per year
for associated memberships for spouses
and children under 18. Please list full
names of children so that each may
receive a membership card.

Applications for membership in S&D
together with your check should be sent
to:

Mrs. J. W. Rutter, Secretary
126 Seneca Drive
Marietta, OH 45750

Memberships are for a calendar vyear
including four issues of S&D Reflector.
Renewal notices are mailed out near the
end of the year. Respond with a check
promptly as this notice will be the only
one sent to you. Delay in remitting may
require removal of your name from the
mailing list. Postal regulations
prohibit the mailing and billing of
material without the addressee's consent.

Additional copies of the current issue
are available from Mrs. Rutter at $5
each. Back issues through 1979 (Vol.
16) are available at $5 each; for older
years, check with Mrs. Rutter.

THE INDEX FOR THE S&D REFLECTOR IS
ISSUED EVERY FIVE YEARS. Currently
avallable are: 1964-68; 1%69-73; 1974-78;
1979-83; 1984-88: 1989-93. The indexes
are the same page size as the magazine
and may be ordered at $5 each, postpaid,
from Mrs. J. W. Rutter, address above.

* * * * *

The S&D Reflector is entered in the
post office at marietta, OH as Third
Class matter, Permit No. 73. It is
printed and mailed by the Richardson
Printing Corp., Marietta, OH. Please
send address changes to the S&D
Secretary, Mrs. J. W. Rutter, 126 Seneca
Dr., Marietta, OH 45750.

Cprrespondance is invited by the
editor. Please do not send unsolicited
photographs on a loan basis.

Joseph W. Rutter, editor,
126 Seneca Drive
Marietta, OH 45750
(614) 373-7829

* ok * x %
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THIS AND THAT

NEWS OF MUD ISLAND

A recent new release from Mud Island in Memphis
sounds encouraging. From time-to-time the Mud
Island complex including the Mississippi River
Museum has been reported on the verge of closing
but Mud Island has seemingly “dodged the bullet™
Anyone who has spent an afternocon exploring the
museum and the Mississippi River walk could hardly
feature the city closing such a Jjewel but rumors
have abounded.

Now, a new traveling exhibit has opened at the
museum, entitled, “40 Years of Riverbeatin' - The
Memphis Queen Line Story.* This is a tribute to
Capt. Tom Meanley who began running excursions in
Memphis in 1955, The Memphis Queen Line now
operates four boats which annually carry 200,000

passengers on over 1,100 cruises.

The exhibit was assembled by Jimmy Ogle, general
manager of the company, comprises 352 litems
covering eight sections of the Changing Exhibit
Gallery at Mud Island. The exhibit will hang in the
gallery until the end of May, 1996 when it will
travel to the Delta Cultural Center, Helena, Arkansas
and then to the New Madrid Historical Museum, New
Madrid, Missouri.

From the schedule provided, Mud Island is open
from the first week in April until the last week in
November, daily during the summer and closed
Mondays 1in the spring and fall. Admission tickets
can be purchased for grounds only or all inclusive.

For more information, call 1-800-507=-6507.

IR

ALLEN HESS PHOTOGRAPHS ON EXHIBIT

Allen Hess, 17 Sandpiper Lane, Pittsford, NY 14534
who has contributed numerous outstanding photos to
the S&D Reflector over the years has two exhibits in
progress or scon opening.

The first is titled, "Raising Cane, Two Hundred
Years of Louisiana Sugar Production® which opened
September 29 at The Historic New Orleans Collection.
Four other photographers have teamed with Allen for
this show which runs through March 30, 1996.

The Mariners Museum, Newport News Virginia is the
location for Allen's show titled, “The Rivers' Green
Margins." This will open December 9, 1995 and run
through February 18, 1996.

L

NEW BOOK ON THE ARABIA RECOVERY

The Arabia Steamboat Museum has announced that a
coffee-table sized book of color photographs and
text about the ARABIA and her cargo is available.
The author is David Hawley who was one of the
excavators of the ARABIA and who spoke at the S&D
annual meeting in 1989. "Treasures of the Steamboat
Arabia" is available for $23.50 postpaid from The
Arabia Steamboat Museum, 400 Grand Ave., Kansas
City, MO 64106.

Thanks to Sonie Liebler for the information.

LR O

GENERAL JENKINS PLANTATION MUSEUM

Readers will perhaps remember that the enlarge-
ment of the Gallipolis Lock and Dam <(now known as
the Robert C. Byrd Lock and Dam) threatened the
destruction of the Albert G. Jenkins house. The
historic Jenkins house is located at Green Bottom,
West Virginia. opposite Crown City, Ohio at mile 289
on the Ohio. The property was purchased by the U.S.
for the state of West Virginia which proposed to use
the land for public hunting. (See S5&D Reflector
March, 1989, page 10 for details.)

The proposal to turn the Jenkins Plantation Into a
shooting gallery caused an uproar among local
historians and others including Ken Hechler, author
and West Virginia Secretary of State. The historic
house has been saved and the West Virginia
legislature has ponied up funds to establish a
museum in the Jenkins House. A director 1s to be
hired for the new museum. The West Virginia State
Historic Preservartion office will oversee this
worthwhile project.

There is no word as yet that the Jenkins House
will be renamed in honor of Senator Robert C. Byrd.

LI

OUACHITA OR WASHITA?

In our review of the excellent new book, Assault
and Logistics, page 29, September issue we wondered
who should be blamed for calling the Ouachita the
“"Washita"? Author Charles Dana Gibson presents his
defense: ". our source was the Atlas to Accompany
the Officlal Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies, Plate CLV, which labels the river in question
as the 'Washita' River. The general index of the
Official Records of the Armies and Navies references
the river correctly as the ‘'Ouachita' so the initial
error seems to have been made by the Army carto-
grapher utilizing phonetic spelling."

Well! This sent us to Webster's Collegiate
Dicticnary, A Pronouncing Gazeteer: "Quachita or
Washita, river 545 miles long, from western Arkansas
to the Red River near its mouth”

Our thanks to Mr. Gibson.

%
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A TRIP TO FORT BENTON IN 1869,
The Log of the HENRY M. SHREVE
Pant 11

The late Dr. William J. Petersen was the editor of
this log which covers one trip from St. Louis to
Fort Benton, Montana Territory in 18689. It was
first published in the Mississippi Valley Historical
Review, Volume XXXI, No. 4, March, 1945, Clerk
Nelson Green Edwards kept this detailed account of
the HENRY M. SHREVE's travail on the Missouri 126
years ago and the first installment
September issue.

The HENRY M. SHREVE (2601) departed St. Louis on
Tuesday, April 6, 1869 at "1 o'clk P.M., Henry S.
Carter in Command." The first installment of the
log ended on April 30, 1869 with the boat laid up
above Bijou Island. That morning, the crew had
buried George Miller, striker engineer, on Pocohontas
Island at I. C. Reeves Wood Yard. The boat had made
about forty miles up the river during the day and as
darkness closed in there were skulking Indians to be
seen on a nearby hillside.

was in our

The crew and passengers
were armed and alert but the night passed quietly.

Bijou Island was about 225 miles above Sioux City.
The Bljou Hills in this general area have an
elevation of about 1,980 feet and were named for
Louls Bissonet of St. Louis whose nickname was
“Bijou"; he had built a trading post on the Missouri
here in 1812,

SATURDAY MAY 1: Left the Bijou Hills
& Landed to tinker with Something. Str. NILE Fassed
up.  The River rose 5 Inches & this morning is a
bright Clear & Beautiful May Morning with the Strs.
IMFORTER & NILE in Sight a few miles ahead. The day
Is beautiful & Scenery most Sublime and this rise
has Inspired all Hands that we will now be meeting a
big River & that all our Hauling Lighting & Sparing
over the Bars will cease for a few days at aney
rate & Hope to make a Big Run today. 8 o'clk Landed
at Dry Island under the Stern of the Str. NILE &
took 15 Cords Hard Wood at $5 Cord. Gave Wm.
Cunningham Due Bill for $75 payable on the down
1 o'clk P.M. below mouth of White Fiver & now
from St. Fassed Str. IDA REECE
aground at White River with a part of her Cargo on
Shore, she having to Lighter over. Fassed a large
Encampment of Indians 10 miles above White River &
but few men to be Seen with them. Arrived at Big
Johns Camp Bar & found Str. IMFORTER aground & BIG
HORN leaving the Bank after having picked up & Cut
her wooding, the Str. NILE & Short distance behind
bringing up the rear of 4 Steamers now together of
the Mountain fleet. The Bully SHREVE led the van &
now the first Boat over this Bar followed closely by
the BIG HORN (2nd), NILE (3rd) & IMPORTER (4th), all
now in Sight within a space of two miles on the 4
(?) Mile race to Benton. All continueing to run
until after dark, hunting the first WoodYard.
Arrived at American Creek in Company with the BIG
HORN & took 10%¥ Cords Hard Wood at $5 & 4 Cords of

at daylight

trip.

25 days out Louis.



Cotton at $4 — amtg $70.50. Paid I. Kellerly for the
owner, W. R. Goodfellow. This place has Beef & Ice
to sell Steamers. IMPORTER & NILE laid up in Sight
above for the night. The SHREVE made 50 or 55
miles this days run, the best for maney days.

(The NILE (4209) was a sidehweel boat and only a
little smaller than the HENRY M. SHREVE. She was
piloted on this trip by Capt. Grant Marsh and her
adventures are recounted in “Conquest of the
Missouri" by Joseph Mills Hanson. The "IDA REECE®
which crops up in the log from time-to-time is the
IDA REES NO. 2 (2718), a photo of which graced the
cover of the S&D Reflector, June, 1993 issue. Ed)

SUNDAY MAY 2: Left American Creek at 6 o'clk
Morning bright Clear & Warm with prospect of a good
day 1in Sight. Below Fort Thompson 1 o'clk F.M. & now
26 Days out from St. Louis. Landed at Wood Yard on
High Bluffs 2 Miles below Fort Thompson & took 13
Cords Light & poort cotton wood at $5 per cord from
% Breed Indian (% Cannadian French & % Dog or Some
Such mixture) Amtg. to $65. Sold him 2 Sacks Flour
at $7 Sk & 1 Sk Sugar 50lbs at 25¢ - $12.50
amounting to $26.50. Continued our day run uritil
night & arrived at Bar 7 or & miles above Ft.
Thompson & tryed to get over but gave it up at 9

o'clk & went to the Bar & laid up for the night.
IDA REECE & BIG HORN behind, IMPORTER & NILE over
the Bar & gone. Water on Stand or falling.

MONDAY MAY 3: This morning 1s again beautiful
Bright & Spring like. Tryed hard for Several Hours
this morning to get over & at 8 o'clk AM. now at a
high & Dry Sand Bar Lightering it being the oly
allternative. Str. IDA REECE came up this morning &
passed over the Bar & now out of Sight ahead. BIG
HORN hard aground sparring but will I think have to
do as wer are now doing - Lighten over. 12 o'clk M.
now over the Bar & at a good Wood Yard & Futting
out Cargo So as to go back over the Bar.  (found
scant 3 feet Water on this Bar) 1 o'clk PM. Now 27
Days out. 2o'clk Str. BIG HORN over the Bar took on
few cords Wood & passed on Str. HUNTSVILLE &
FANINA (FENINAH) now trying to come over the Bar.
3# o'clk Str. HUNTSVILLE over & Wooded & Gone on. 4
o'clk F.M. The SHREVE now headed down to go after
her freight on the other Side of the Bar. 4 o'clk
15 minuts, now takeing 1n our Cargo - 2 Hours
geting 1t on Board & 1% Hours geting over the Bar
this 2nd time. Now 8 o'clk P.M. & we are takeing 1in
the Balance of our Cargo when we will be ready
again to prosecute our Journey on to Benton & the
Gold Mines. The Str. PENINAH still aground on the
Bar having rather a hard time of it Finished
takeing in our Cargo at 12 o'clk night & also 15
Cords Wood & Lay until morning after looseing 36
Hours geting over this Bar.

TUESDAY MAY 4: Left Dry Foint WYard at 4 o'clk &
Str. FENINAH Still aground on the Bar. 1 o'clk
Landed at St. Johns WYard took 10 Cords Hard wood
at $5.50 & now 28 Days out from St. Louis. Arrived
at Cedar Bluffs Woodyard 7 o'clk P.M. & took on I5
Cords Cotton Wood at $3 & $4 Cord & sold 4 Sks
Flour $8 and 1 sk Sugar at 30¢ - FRun abought 40
miles this day.

WEDNESDAY MAY 5: Left St. Johns Woodyard at 5
o'clk AM. FPassed BIG HORN laying to the Bank with
her freight on shore. Herd that she had Knocked a
hole in her Bottom. 1 o'clk F.M. 10 Miles below old
Fort George & now 289 Days out from St. Louis.

4 o'clk P.M. took on 9 Cords young Cotton Wood at B4
Cord at Fort Geo. Island. Could sell nothing.
Arrived at the Shoalest Bar yet opposite old Fort
Sulley (sic) at 6 o'clk F.M. & found Str. HUNTSVILLE
here completely blocking the only channell to pass
over. Went up Some 3 miles behind the Middle Bar

IMPORTER (2748) was built at
California, PA on the Monongahela River
in 1868. She made trips to Ft. Benton in

beth 1868 and in 1869. Many Missouri
River boats ran in the southern trades
during the winter months and evidently
that is the setting for this photo,
lcaded flat with cotton bales.



on the left hand Shore Side in hopes to find more
water but could not. Abought 10 o'clk P.M. the
HUNTSVILLE got over. Str. SHREVE was immediately
put in the Hple & commenced Sparring which
continued all night.

THURSDAY MAY 6: At 8 o'clk Succeeded in geting
over without a Stick of Wood. Landed & Hunted all
the drift & old logs that could be got & Succeeded
to get up to Farm Island 3 Miles above & got 19
Cords Cotton Wood at $5.50 per Cord - $104.50. It
is now 1 o'clk F.M. & we are 30 days our form St
Louis.  Strs. BIG HORN & PENINAH now on this bar
below trying to get over. Sold 1 Keg Molasses and
1 sack Sugar Each for $15.00 at Farm Island. Struck
some very hard Luck on Rocks or Boulders at the
Bottom of the River comeing up the Bluffs opposite
old Fort Rice. Had considerable trouble this evening
Strikeing and geting over the Bars. 8 o'clk P.M. laid
up te a Dry Sand Bar, geting what wood we can &
after running Some ___ Miles this day & now About
——— miles below Fort Sully. (This would be New
Fort Sully, established in 1866, 35 miles above the
old fort built in 1863 on Farm Island. Ed.)
Steamers BIG HORN & PENINAH in Sight behind & also
laid up for the night. We hope to Reach Benton in
the next 30 days as we are nearly half way up.
(Different writer) lay up for night at Peoria Bottom.
Hunted all the wood we could find.

(The handwriting of the log indicates that
someone other than Nelson Green Edwards, probably
another clerk, kept the log from this point until
Saturday, May 15. The entries are brief, the detail
is a bit less and abbreviations for boat names
occur. Was Edwards ill with the same complaint that
tock engineer Geo. Miller on April 297 Ed.)

FRIDAY MAY 7: Left FPeoria Bottom at 4 AM. Got
hard aground where HUNTSVILLE had been sparring for
several hours. Took on all the wood we could find.
While there PENINAH came up, Capt. Haney undertook
to take the place in front of us but Capt. Carter
refused to drop back And he had to wait until we
got through. We got over the bar without much
difficulty but have been Sparring & Cordelling all
day and have come about 10 miles. Got up to
Locabosia Island & Layed up to get wood & for the
night. HUNTSVILLE, BIG HORN & FENINAH passed up at
8 o'clk & VIOLA BELLE arrived & Layed up for the
night.

("Cordelling" was the equivilent of warping a
steamboat. The crew would go ahead of the boat,
plant a deadman or sturdy timber in a trench three
or four feet deep in the hard prairie soil. The
other end of the line was wound around the capstan
and was slowly wound in. Although a slow operation,
it was less so than sparring. W. Petersen)

SATURDAY MAY 8: Left Locobosia Island at 4 AM.
ahead of VIOLA BELLE. Passed Fort Sully at 6 A.M.
Fassed Cheyenne Agency at & AM. Overtook
HUNTSVILLE, FENINAH & BIG HORN all aground, Took on
16 Cords wood at 5% - VIOLA BELLE arrived. Boats
all got through the bar while we were taking on our
wood.  Broke the Rudder again. Ran about 30 miles
today. Grounded 3 miles above Cheyenne River where
we found FENINAH. She backed down & took the other
side of the River. We followed suit and grounded
agaln.  Mate got made with FPilot & quit the boat,
Weather Clear & Fleasant. We layed up for night ¢
miles above mouth Cheyenne FRiver, 8 P.M. Night very

windy & prospects of Storm. FENINAH layed up just
above,

SUNDAY MAY 9: Left this morning at 4 AM
FENINAH got out ahead of us Overtook the EIG HORN
aground 10 miles above. We grounded about 3 hours.
Overtook VIOLA BELLE & FENINAH. Took on 18 Cord
wood @ 6%, 557 lbs. ice. Lay up for night.

MONDAY MAY 10: Left at 4 AM. Got over bar by 8
o'clk Viiola) Bielle} & P(eninah) ahead. River very

good, making good run. Weather pleasant. Run about
15 miles and lay up at Pascoll (sic) Island. Took on
10 Cords Wood @ $5. CORA & ONLY CHANCE 4 days
ahead. HUNTSVILLE, Vciola) B(elle), BIG HORN &
F(eninah) passed up. Weather windy & cold.

TUESDAY MAY 11: Left Pascolls Island 4 A.M. Damp
disagreeable morning, with slight rain. Overtook
V(IOLA) B(ELLE), B(IG) H(ORN), F(ENINAH) & HUNTSVILLE
all aground at Little Cheyenne River. Had to chop
wood to take over the bar. Layed up at Martins
Woodyard took on 15 cords Cotton wood at 5%, BIG
HORN layed up just above. 36 days out from St.
Louis.

WEDNESDAY MAY 12: Left Martins wood yard at 4
A.M.  Overtook V(IOLA) B(ELLE), B(IG) H(ORN), P(ENINAH)
& HUNTSVILLE all aground at Swan Lake. Channel very
narrow & FProspects of a hard time tomorrow.
Weather getting warm.

THURSDAY MAY 13: Left this morning at 4 AM.
All got over the bar without much difficulty by 8
o'clk A.M. SILVER BOW & LACON came up this morning.
Been sparring nearly all day. FRun about 15 miles.
Lay up for the night at Blue Blanket Island.
Chopped wood all night.

FRIDAY MAY 14: Left this morning at 4 A.M. Made
good run. Took on 14 cord of wood at 5%, a Steer
for $125 & 1123 1lbs. Ice at Dillons & in company of
V(IOLA) B(ELLE), S(ILVER) B(OW) & F(ENINAH) we
proceed up the river. BIG HORN & HUNTSVILLE far in
the rear. River rising to day. Passed an Indian
Camp to day at 4 PM & layed up with V(IOLA)
B(ELLE) at



VIOLA BELLE (5585) played tag with the HENRY M. SHREVE day after
day during the trip to Ft. Benton in 1869. Like the SHREVE, she was

a sidewheel boat, built in 1866,

200x30x5. 1In 1868 she was given a

new bow which added 25 feet to her length and the big forecastle is
evident in this photo. VIOLA BELLE sank in 1871 and was lost.

This segment of the log begins when clerk
Nelson Green Edwards again takes up his pen. The
log had been maintained by another clerk on the
HENRY M. SHREVE from May 7 through May 14 and
the entries were noticeably less detailed. Some
malady lay our Mr. Edwards low but he makes no
mention in the log.

SATURDAY MAY 15: Left 10 miles below little
Soldier Village. Landed at Little Soldier Village
Wood Yard & took on 15 Cords Green Cotton Wood at
$6.00 Cord & Gave Due Bill for $80.00. The owner G.
B. Gettin lives at Fort Rice. Steamers SILVER BOW &
VIOLA BELLE Wooded at the Same yard. The S(ILVER)
B(OW) got 20 Cords good ash Wood at the Same price.
Steamer FENINAH came up & passed without Wooding &
now all three in a Straight line makeing good time
on the new Rise of 8 Inches that we have mett this
morning.

(During the previous day the SHREVE had passed
Grand River at Mile 505.5 on the right and also what
is now the state boundary between the two Dakotas
at Mile 547.3. Little Soldier is possibly Long
Soldier Creek, emptying from the right at Mile 560.4.
W. Peterson)

The River looks more inviting this morning & we
all hope & flatter ourselves that we will now get
along with but little trouble comparatively Speaking.
The Steamers BIG HORN, HUNTSVILLE & LACON in Sight
behind bringing up the rear. 1 o'clk FPassed Battle

Creek 40 miles below Fort Rice & now 39 days out
from St. Louls, having passed the Str. PENINAH, VIOLA
BELLE & SILVER BOW, & now ahead of the fleet of 7
steamers. Saw a Beautiful sight in a Herd of 25
Antelope plain in view & (took) Several Shots at
them. This is certainly a lovely Sight to See them
run over the Green & Rolling FPrarie for miles &
looking so Clean, Sleak & Fat - 3 o'clk P.M. Wooding
on Sand Bar. No Chge. VIOLA BELLE passed up. 6%
o'clk Passed the Cannon Ball River & found no rise
out of it. Arrived at Fort Rice 8 o'clk P.M. with
Str. VIOLA BELLE. Both Boats laid up here4 for the
night. Str. SILVER BOW passed up at 9 o'clk to get
Wood.

SUNDAY MAY 16: Left Fort Rice at 5 o'clk AM &
Run 12 Miles up to a good Wooding Flace & cut &
took on wood until ! o'clk & now 40 Days out from
St. Louis. The SILVER BOW left ahead of all the
fleet some 3 Hours having wooded first. We are all
now wooded & under way for Benton Except the Str.
LACON. She has not made her appearance. Made an
entire new Rudder & Hung it on this morning & now

hope to Stear direct to Benton. Learnt at Ft. Rice
that Str. IDA REECE was 48 Hours ahead & IMFPORTER,
COFA & NILE some 4 days. The river this morning
appears to be on a Stand. We now have at least 20
Cords good dry Wood on Board in Shape of Logs &
trees at $5 cord 1s equal to $120.00 & for which we
pald (nary Red) for but abought 4 hours time. 10
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o'clk P.M. overhauled the VIOLA BELLE laid up for the
night, both boats makeing abought 50 miles to day
from Ft. Rice, besides locseing 4 Hours Wooding this
morning. The Strs. SILVER BOW & FENINAH Still ahead
of the fleet & have Shown us all clean heels all day

as They have not been in Sight Since 7 o'clk A.M.
No wood to get here)

MONDAY MAY 17: Left this morning late 5 o'clk
A.M. after the VIOLA BELLE. Strs, HUNTSVILLE & BIG
HORN passed up last night. I think that all the
Boats ran last night excepting the SHREVE & VIOLA
BELLE, the VIOLA BELLE having her Engine Room full
of good Wood & did not expect to wood today. It is
now 1 o'clk PM. & we have made abought 20 miles
today & now abought 70 miles above Fort Rice & 41
Days out from 5t. Louis. We are now landed again
for the 4th time this morning trying to get Wood to
80 up Stream. The prospects are truly discouraging
to the SHREVE today. All the Bob Tail Fleet are
Several Hours ahead except the LACON & she will
likely come up before night. It seems impossible to
get wood that will make over 100 lbs Steam & only
small quantities, so that we are more hours at the
Bank tied up than we are Running.  The FRiver is
still Riseing & in a most beautiful Stage with clean
Bright, Moonlight nights & Calm & beautiful Weather
during the day. Arrived at Painted Woods Wood Yard
at 3 o'clk F.M. 7 took on 40 Cords good Cotton Wood
at $6.50 per Cord & paid Cash $260 for the Same.
They would not let us have it without the money,
altho Capt. Carter declared that he would not pay
Cash for it. Sold 1 sk Flour at $10.00. SILVER BOW
left this yard at 3 o'clk this morning & now 12
hours shead in running 100 Miles from Ft. Rice. If
we can run to night which I see no reason why we
should not, I hope that we will with this good
Wooding catch up one more with this Bob Tail Fleet
of the FENINAH, VIOLA BELLE, BIG HORN & HUNTSVILLE.
As for the SILVER BOW will likely see her at Benton
or meet her on the down trip 6 o'clk FP.M. now
underway with 50 Cords of good wood on Board, 9
o'‘clk F.M. Run abought 5 miles above this Wood yard,
took the wrong chute for the Channel. Butted the
Bar two hours, gave 1t up, backed down % mile and
now tied up to a Sand Bar for the Balance of this
night. (The Moon Shineing as bright as day &
Weather Serenely Calm & Sti1l.) Will likely try the
other Side of the Middle Bar tomorrow. We are
laying opposite to the Lower edge of what 1s called
the Fainted Woods.

TUESDAY MAY 18: Left Fainted Woods Bar at 5
o'clk A.M. FRun along Slowly making abought 3 m,iles
per hour with plenty of good Cotton Wood on Board.
Now I o'clk PM. & 10 miles above Ft. Clarke & 42
Days out from St. Louis. Given up all hopes of
again overtaking the Strs. PENINAH, VIOLA BELLE, BIG
HORN & SILVER BOW. 5# o'clk P.M. Passed our Sighn

Board on tree 8 miles below Ft. Stevenson - 19 Days
Run from St. Louis Last July - & Passed Fort
Stevenson at 7% o'clk & Still under way.  Put off
one Passenger & one Hunter at the Fort to get
Letters for the SHREVE if aney. 8 o‘clk P.M. Came up
with the Str. BIG HORN in Sight above Ft. Stevenson
Just Shoveing out from the Bank & followed her in
her tracks until 1 o'clk A.M. The first nights Run
since leving Omaha. This days Run may be put down
at 75 miles which is Bulley for the SHREVE.

WEDNESDAY MAY 19:  Arrived at Fort Berthold 6
o‘clk AM, Took on 30 Cords Wood at $6 - $180.
Sold 8 Sks Flour at $9 - $72 & Gave due Bill for
Balance $108.00. Also Sold 2 Sks Sugar $30, 2 Flour
818, & 1 keg Molasses $15 = total $63.00 cash. Str.
BIG HORN Landed as we were leaving Berthold at 8%
o'clk A.M. Learnt that Strs. FENINAH & VIOLA BELLE
passed up on yesterday & CORA & IMFORTER 4 days
ahed & NILE one day behind IMPORTER & CORA.
Running only tolerably well to day. We are now
meeting a Second June Rise. The River being 1in most
excelent Stage, not too High nor too Low abought 5%
to 6 feet in the Shoalest crossings. It seems

Impossible to make Steam or but Slow head way to
Benton. It is now 1 o'clk PM. & we are 10 miles
below the Mouth of the Little Missouri River & we
are 43 Days out from St. Louls & geting along with
our usual Slow Drag & Escaping as 1if it was our
last Breath (before dying or giving up the trip).
The SHREVE's reputation 1s gone for being a fast
Boat. 7 o'clk F.M. FPassed a Splendid Rack Heap with
any quantity of Dry Logs could have got 20 cords
good wood here 1if we had of tryed hard to get a
Landing. Made the attempt but did not get in quite
near enough (could have done so by rigging a Stage
over the Yawl) easily. Fassed on & Laid up to the
Bank at 8 o'clk at Foot of Big Bend & abought 60
miles above Ft. Berthold (our Run this day).  BIG
HORN yet behind & VIOLA BELLE & FENINAH yet ahead.
Spent the night here gquietly & Serene Undisturbed
until

THURSDAY MAY 20: Left this Place at 4 o'clk A.M.
and Run some 8 or 10 miles up. 6% o'clk Landed to
get Wood from a little Fatch of Dead Standing Timber
Some 800 or 1000 yards off. Got some 5 or 6 Cords
of Good dry Logs & got under way. 8'clk A.M. The
day 1is Bright, Clear & a little Cool but is most
beautiful indeed. The River is yet on the rise
slowly & most excelent Stage to make good runs if
the SHREVE (could do it). 8% o'clk found a good
Wood Yard, took on 15 Cords at $6.00 amtg to $90.00
in Big Bend. Gave Due Bill for 12 Cords $72 and
Faid Cash $18.00 for 3 Cords. Left this WYard at 9%
o'clk AM 1 o'clk PM. now 44 Days out from St.
Louis. 4% o'clk F.M. Landed &t an old Ree Village &
old deserted Spot with Some 30 Log Huts or Cabins,
situated & miles below White Earth River. Here we



got a Big Wooding of Dry Logs, at least 10 Cords
Wood which 1s good thing providing we would run all
night. We have lost much time today Wooding. Left
6% o'clk took 2 hours to get this Wood. This
morning at 8 o'clk A.M. our Half Breed Indian Hunter
Left with 2 Fassengers on a hunt over the Country
called the Bad Lands. During the day much
uneasiness & anxiety was felt for their Safety &
doubts of them coming up with the Boal as the
Course of the River ran allmost due North & all the
bends 1n that direction so inclined & and they on
the West Bank. At 9 o'clk P.M. Saw a fire Kindled on
the Bank just ahead & fortunately it proved to be
our Half Breed Hunter by himself, the two Fassengers
giving out early in the day & refused to follow him
any farther, but put back to the River to await the
Str. BIG HORN, some 12 miles behind. This arrival
Very much relleved all Anxlety for their Safety. He
reports having Killed an Antelope & one White Tail
Deer & of having traveled over 30 or 35 miles, being
alone he could no bring any of his Game. The
Fassengers Killed a FPrairie Dog before their
Separation. 12 o'clk night Laid up for the night
having made a most excelent run to day & night.
Supposed to be 80 miles. Laid up Some 10 or 15
miles below White Earth River, got but little wood
here.

FRIDAY MAY 21: (Left at 4 o'clk AM.) Saw the
Steam of a Boat ahead - PENINAH or VIOLA BELLE.
Running well this morning. 10 o'clk A.M. Landed at &
Drift Pile 10 miles above the mouth of White Earth
Fiver and now takeing on a Blg Wooding. 1 o'clk F.M.
finished wooding in 3 Hours & got some 15 or 18
cords good wood which at $6 Cord is a great Item of
Saveing. We are now 45 Days out from St. Louls &
150 Miles below the Mouth of Yellow Stone River.
Str. BIG HORN yet behind. She will hrdly catch up
again this Side of Benton. If not our 2 passenger
Hunters will have to pay their Passage up on her
which will make it quite an expensive trip of
Recreation. 9 o'clk P.M. Landed at Tobacco Garden
WYard 75 miles below Ft. Buford & found Str. VIOLA
BELLE here with a Broken Wheel & Repalring, having
landed at 4 o'clk P.M. Took 20% Cords Cotton Wood
here (at) $6 Amtg to $123.00 & for which we Pid in
Flour, Sugar, Coffee, Pickles & Axe Handles in full.
Str. FENINAH passed up at 4 o'clk F.M. & SILVER BOW
on yesterday at 3 o'clk AM. - 30 hours ahead now.
Laid up in company with the VIOLA BELLE for the
night. (The River still riseing moderately, in a
nice stage.)

SATURDAY MAY 22: Left this morning at 3 o'clk
A.M. ahead of the VIOLA BELLE. In 2 Hours She
passed us fair under way & continued ahead until
She Stoped to Wood from Drift Wood. We then passed
her & continued ahead. It is now 1 o'clk P.M. & we
are FPassing an Ash Wood Yard at $8 per Cord Whare
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there is a Stockade of Several Men & Squaws & 35
miles below Fort Beaufort (Buford) & we are now 46
Days out from St. Louis. We did not take any of
this $8 Ash Wood. It 1s the first one of the Kind
that we have passed on the trip. Str. VIOLA BELLE
close up to our Stearn. 4 o'clk P.M. Landed at a
Deaning <{deadening) & got some most excelent dry
Trees 20 miles below Ft. Beaufort. VIOLA BELLE Came
up & Wooded with us. 6% o'clk both Boats under Way
- VIOLA BELLE ahead. The River continues to rise
moderately & slowley and in beautiful condition.
Put off our Indian Hunter abought 1 o'clk at the Ash
Wood Stockade to get a Shot at 3 Deer seen on the
Prarie. At 9 o'clk F.M. he made his appearance on
the Bank Some 14 miles below Ft. Buford & reports
seeing the Str. PENINAH Landing at the Fort abought
6 o'clk P.M. This was a foolish trip to go alone.
If he had Killed aney Game he could not have packed
it 10 or 15 miles to the Boat. So we are yet
without any Game. Arrived at Fort Beaufort 10 o'clk
F.M. & Landed under the Stearn of the VIOLA BELLE.
Learnt here that the Str. SILVER BOW is 30 Hours
ahead & PENINAH 6 Hours ahead. KRun to day Some 60
miles & both Boats Lay at Fort Beauford until

SUNDAY MORNING MAY 23: Left Ft. Buford at 3 o'clk
AM. with the VIOLA BELLE. Fassed mouth Yellow
Stone 4 o'clk & Arrived at Big MHorn Bluffs at 10
o'clk, 35 miles above Buford. Took on 19 cords Wood
at $5.00 = $35. Sold 2 sks Flour at $10 & Paid
$75.00 Cash. Left at 1! o'clk — VIOLA BELLE ahead.
It Is not 1 o'clk PM. & we are 47 Days out. 5%
o'clk Landed at hard Scrabble Wood Yard 30 miles
above Beaufort & tock 15 Cords Long Dry Cotton Wood
at 86 - amtg to 890.00. Gave Due Bill for Same. Bot
200 1bs Ice at 2#¢ 1b $5 FPald Cash. Str. FENINAH &
VIOLA BELLE both Wooded here & a few hours ahead.
Left this WYard at 7 o'clk FP.M. 10% o'clk P.M. Fassed
Steamer VIOLA BELLE laid up to a Sand Bar. Fassed
the PENINAH at 11 o'clk Laying up 5 miles above the
VIOLA BELLE. Running well tonight, better than Since

Leaving Ft. Rice. Continued to Run all night Makeing
abought 135 miles in last 24 hours.

MONDAY MAY 24: This morning is dark & Cloudy But
the SHREVE 1s now shead of the bob tail fleet of
Slow Boats done by a Small effort to Run last night
& to get ahead. The SILVER BOW still continues 24
Hours ahead of the Fleet - 8 o'clk Passed an
Indian Camp & Small Wood yard. Landed this morning
at Sand Bar to get Drift. Saw 6 Buffaloe the first
on the trip & lot Antelope. Some of the Fassengers
got a Shot at them but no game. Had a nice Saddle
of Antelope for our Dinner to day given to us
yeaterday at Hard Scrabble Wood Yard. It was Very
Nice & Tender. 1 o'clk PM. We are now 5 miles
above Spread Eagle Camp & 48 Days out - 4 o'clk F.M.
Met Str. DEER LODGE below 0ld Ft. Charles, the first
Boat of the Season from Benton with a Regement of
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Seldiers on Board bound for For Beauford - 6% o'clk
FM. Landed foot of Disaster Bend to Key up Water
Wheel Flange & found Some 6 or 7 Cords good Dry
Sapling Foles Skinned by Indiana Poneys eating all
the Bark off last Winter. It was Raining & cloudy &
concluded to lay here all night. Str. VIOLA BELLE
came up in Sight behind & grounded Where She Worked
hard all night.

TUESDAY MAY 25: Left at 3 o'clk A.M. Soon came
in Sight of the PENINAH & was overhauling her fast
but We Ran aground & while here the VIOLA BELLE
passed up. 12 o'clk M. Landed at Porcupine Creek to
Wood at an old Deadning, 1t is now 1 o'clk F.M. & we
are 43 Days out from Saint Louls. We are now 21
miles below Milk River & 554 Miles below Ft. Benton.
(Actually 343 miles from Ft. Benton. W. Peterson)
The Weather has Changed to Cold Rain, dark, Cloudy &
disagreeable, The FPENINAH & VIOLA BELLE both now
ahead. 2 o'clk P.M. Saw two Buffaloe on a high Bank
on the edge. They soon came down & took to the
River & was Swiming across when a long shot from
the Boat turned them back to the Same Side. One of
them got out but they could not get up the Bluff
Bank. They both again took to the river & this time
the Boat was in near gun Shot to one which came
swiming directly up to the Boats Bow at which time
24 Loaded Musketts was brought in full Play besides
the Numerous Henry Riffles, Sharps Shooters & Colt
Revolvers used by Passengers & Crew. When he
reached the Bank he could not get up as Some of the
Shots had Broken his hind Leg. All continued to
Shoot at him until he was down & now Safe to get.
We Landed & in the Same time the other one got out
on Shore & at a low flat place when there was
Several Shots Struck him but did not Stop his
headway. Capt. Massey & 4 or 5 other Gunners
followed him & got Several Shots & put their Bullets
in his hide but he got off entirely. This one was
the Largest but not the Best, so we now have on
board a Splendid *young Buffaloe Bull, 3 years old &
in good order. This has been the greatest
excitement & fun on the Trip. The Lady (ladies) all
were equally Interested. KRan a few miles above &
saw the same old Buffaloe. Landed the Boat & Capt.
Massie & 8 or 10 more Hunters went 1In pursuit,
Several Shots were this time fired at him but he ran
off & got away. Our Trophey turns out to be a most
splendid animal after Skinning & Dressing will Weigh
between 5 & 600 1lbs. nett which is worth more than
our Bullock that we paid $125 for at Grand FRiver.
This we think 1s the first Capture of a Buffaloe by
any of the Boats. I have Six Bulletts taken from
his Carcass & one ¥ bullett that had been Shot into
it before. 7 o'clk P.M. we are now pulling down the
Cabins of a Wood Choppers, deserted last year & the
Same as our Watchman reports that the Str. ANTELOFE
took them on board last year 10 miles above on the
Same morning that they had been attacked by. Indians

& Run off. They Sold all their Wood - 50 Cords - to
the ANTELOFE at $3 Cord & they continued on Board
as passengers to the States. This place is 12 or 15
miles below the mouth of Milk River. We have
experienced much difficulty & delay to day to get
Wood to Run the Boat. But we had had more fun &
Excitement than any day on the Trip. 11 o'clk F.M.
Laid up for the night a few miles below the mouth
of the Milk River & No Wood to get. FENINAH & VIOLA
BELLE out of Sight ahead. FRan 40 to 50 miles this
day.

The Milk River, where the HENRY M. SHREVE laid up
for the night on May 25, 1869, enters the Missouri
on the north bank a few miles downstream from the
present-day Fort Peck Dam. Before Ft. Benton is

reached there remains about 325 miles of sandbars,
riffles, snags and a few wood yards.
will run in our next issue.
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Installment III

DEER LODGE (1482) was designed for the Missouri
River trade with a spoonbill bow and no
overhanging guards. She was the first boat to Ft.
Benton in 1869, arriving May 19 when the HENRY M.
SHREVE was at Ft. Berthold. Clerk Edwards notes
her downbound on May 24, 1869. The DEER LODGE
made eleven trips to Ft. Benton before being
dismantled in 1874.



This building houses the artifacts recovered from the
and the glassed observation

steamer BERTRAND (0593)

theater is for bird watchers.

RUST NEVER SLEEPS
Preserving the BERTRAND Collection

by
Jeanme M. Harold

On April Fool's Day, 1865 the
Missouri River had the last laugh;
the steamer BERTRAND (0593) hit a
snag and sank about twenty-five
miles above Omaha, Nebraska. Known
ever since as Bertrand Bend the
location is near the town of DeSoto.

The BERTRAND was on its maiden
trip in the St. Louis - Ft. Benton
trade. She carried as much as 400
tons of cargo destined for the
merchants who serviced a booming
mining industry in Deer Lodge and
Virginia Ctty, Montana Territory.

The steamboat was a sternwheel
"mountain beat", built at Wheeling,
West Virginia, 161 feet in length
and drawing 18 inches 1light and
three feet loaded. The BERTRAND
sank in relatively shallow water and
the passengers and crew walked a
plank to shore. All cargo and boat
parts above the main deck were
salvaged within the next few weeks.
Soon after the BERTRAND sank the
CORA (1310) sank a few miles
upstream.  Salvage efforts shifted
to that wreck and by the time the
salvors returned to the BERTRAND it
had been silted over by the river's
quick depositing mixture.

Over a century later, two
treasure hunters armed with a flux-
gate magnetometer discovered the
remains of the BERTRAND in a corn
field located on the DeSoto National
Wildlife Refuge near present-day
Missouri Valley, Iowa.

Photo by Mike Giglio.

RIGHT:

during excavation, 1969.

The BERTRAND was excavated by =

the modern salvors in 1968-69 under
the supervision of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the National
Park Service. Over 10,000 cubic
feet of cargo was recovered from
the hull of the unfortunate
BERTRAND, all in an astounding state
of preservation because of the
exclusion of oxygen. Artifacts
ranged from intact foodstuffs such
as brandied cherries, oysters and
almonds to John Deere plows, dog
collars, silk handkerchiefs and