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HE PRIDE OF THE EAGLE PACKET COMPANY from 1906
through 1917 was the side-wheel ALTON commanded
until his death in 1914 by Commodore Henry

Leyhe. She was built on a wooden hull 241.1 by 38
feet at Jeffersonville, Ind. by the Howard Ship
Yard. She had high pressure engines 24" dia. by 8

ft. stroke made by the St. Louis Iron & Machine Co.
Her fastest upstream time between the Eads Bridge
at St. Louis to Alton (23.2 miles) was one hour 44
minutes, seven minutes more than when the ALTONA
went up in 1-37 in 1853.

When practically a mnew boat the ALTON took part
in the "Roosevelt Parade" staged in 1907. The
Lakes To The Gulf Deep Waterway Association took up
a battle-cry "FOURTEEN FEET THROUGH THE VALLEY" and
U, S. president Theodore Roosevelt boarded the
steamer MISSISSIPPI at Keokuk and rode her to Mem-
phis. Fourteen governors were aboard the ALTON.
Joe McCulloch, one of the pilots on her, was exten-
sively written up in the April, 1908 lead article

in Everybody's Magazine.

This double-stage boat with an unusual octagonal
pilothouse and the Eagle Packet gold ball emblem
between her stacks was designed for the daily St.
Louis-Alton trade to replace the SPREAD EAGLE which

was slated for dismantling. Commodore Leyhe tried
her as an all-time excursion boat, a venture so
successful that $20,000 was spent revamping the old
SPREAD EAGLE. The ALTON left St. Louis daily ex-
cept Mondays for Six Mile Island on the Illinois
River, making stops both ways at Alton and Chautau-
qua (the latter a popular Illinois pleasure resort
of the time). Mondays she ran to Kampsville. Eve-
ning trips were run out of St. Louis.

She was lost in the "Big Ice" laid up for the
winter in the Duck's Nest, Paducah, Ky., January
29, 191s8. We are indebted to Ruth Ferris for the
picture, borrowed from the files of the Missouri
Historical Society.




THE WARD COLLECTION

A collection of papers, drawings
and photographs concerning the old
Ward Engineering Works, Charles-
ton, West Va. has been presented
to the West Virginia University,
Morgantown, West Va.

The gift comes from Brooks Flem-
ing McCabe, a grandson of Charles
E. Ward, and the McCabe family.
George Parkinson, curator of the
West Virginia collection, describ-

es the new addition as one of the
most valuable of its kind. It in-
cludes:

= Correspondence and invoices

of the firm from 1917 to 1931.

= Several hundred photographs
of the plant and of vessels con-
structed.

Technical drawings.

Patents.

The personal diaries of C. E,
Ward (son of the firm founder,
Charles Ward).

= C. E. Ward's newspaper scrap-
books.

Charles Ward, who was born in
Southam near Teamington, England,
in 1841, emigrated to America in
1870. He first settled in Cincin-
nati but moved to Charleston with-
in a year to install the first gas
plant in the Kanawha valley.

He started his own business on a
small scale in 1872, but it wasn't
until 1880, a year after he had
invented the Ward water tube boil-
er, that he went into
full-time on his own.

At the turn of the century, many
experts in marine design consider-
ed the Ward boilers to be the best
in the world. The largest Ameri-
can freighter of the time, the U.
S. LUCHESBACK, was equipped with
these boilers. The Navy and other
government departments ordered 400
ot them during World wWar I.

Ward pioneered the tunnel-type
of light draft steamers for shal-
low water navigation. His first
successful effort was in 1893 when
he built a small tumnnel boat, the
MASCOT, for the U. S. Engineers.

Before C. E. Ward incorporated
the firm in 1907, his father was
recognized as among the leading
marine engineers in the U.S. and
internationally as well.

C. E. Ward, an accomplished en-
gineer, draftsman and businessman
in his own right, developed the
firm into a major supplier of
shallow draft boats. Under his
direction, Ward Engineering pro-
duced about 90 hulls. These ves-
sels included towboats, tugs, in-
spection boats, lighthouse ten-
ders, snagboats, pleasure craft, a
dredge and a ferry. The boats
navigated major rivers throughout
the country.

The largest wvessel the firm
built was the steam railroad car
ferry STE. GENEVIEVE for the Mis-
souri-Illinois Railroad Co. in
1922. It was 286 feet long and
had a capacity for 21 freight cars
on a single trip.,

Ward Engineering also built two
ocean-going Army transports.

Although the firm stopped pro-
duction in the early 1930s some of
the Ward river boats are still in
operation. The corporation was

[}

business

dissolved in the early 1940s. The
plant was located on the south
bank of the Kanawha River at Char-

leston, West Va. below the C & O
railroad station.
Brooks Fleming McCabe, Jr., a

West Virginia University graduate
student, is helping arrange the
collection. It will be wused in
conjunction with a new WVU inter-
disciplinary program on 19th cen-
tury technology.

The above information comes from
the West Virginia State Magazine,
Charleston, West Va., issue of De-
cember 30, 1973, written by Robert

Fullerton. Jerry Sutphin sent us
a copy.

As addendum to this, the 1974
Inland River Recond will 1list the

Ward-built SARAH, now a twin prop
towboat, originally built as a
sternwheeler mnamed CAPTAIN ERIC
BERGLAND for the Vicksburg U. S.
Engineers in 1928.

in the above

The gentleman
picture is Capt. H. K. (Buck) Ben-

Sirs:

son who lives across the bay from
Mobile in Fairhope, Ala. I took
this shot a 1little over one year
ago when he was soon to be 81, and
heard from him at Christmas time
and he's doing well.
Capt. Buck got his
cense for the Alabama and Tombig-
bee rivers in 1912, having served
two years previously as cub pilot
on the AMERICAN. He was pilot on
the AMERICAN, JOHN QUILL, MARY S.

pilot's 1i-

BLEES, J. H. MENGE and the HELEN
BURKE. he says he liked the BLEES
the best of all. He was on the

BURKE when she brought her record
4,400 bales of cotton into Mobile,
and was on her until she ended her
career, Also he was pilot on the
towboat DARLING.

I think he's the last living
honest-to-god Alabama River steam-
boat pilot.

James F. Hale,
Route 6, Box 460,
Bessemer, Ala. 35020

Sirs: I enjoyed reading the arti-
cle about the CINCINNATI in the
December issue. Her double cabin
has alwasy interested me. The
old-time double cabin side=-wheel-
ers AMERICA and UNITED STATES are
fascinating, too. I'm presently
building a model of the double-
cabin AMERICA, now about ome-third
completed, and if anyone has in-
formation Eertinent to her con-
struction I'd be glad to hear from
them.

Greg Goldstein,
4931 Southside Drive,
Louisville, Ky. 40214

=The first published account of
the AMERICA gives her hull size as
315 by 44 by 7. High pressure en-
gines 30" dia. by 10 ft. stroke;
eight boilers; paddlewheels 38 ft.
dia. with 134 ft. buckets. Also
the account said that the officers
rooms were to be over the clerk's
office in front, and the remainder
of the crew was to be quartered in
staterooms over the pantry and
barbershop. Later, at the time of
her trial voyage from the foot of
Race §8t., Cincinnati down to the
head of Medoc Bar and return, on
April 27, 1867, another account
substantiated the above facts but
unfortunately did not expand them.
-Ed.

Sirs: My grandfather boated a
load of hogs, stock, etc. to New
Orleans in the early 1850's, but I
don't suppose that would qualify
me as a member of S&D, would it?
We live overlooking the Ohio River
and read The Waterways Journal and
watch the boats in our retirement.

Mrs. Carl H. Foster,
600 West Water St.,
Newburgh, Ind. 47630

=You don't need to be a son or
daughter to join the S&D, but it's
nice to have had a grandpa who was
afloat. ~-Ed.

ANNUAL MEETING
S&D

Will be held at Marietta
on the week-end of Satur-
day, September 21, 1974,

Reservations for rooms
and banquet tickets may be
made at the Hotel Lafay-

ette, phone 614-373-5522,

Members and families are
cordially invited. Come
Friday and stay over until

Sunday.

The program will be an-
nounced later.



HIRTY THREE YEARS AGO two
diesel-prop towboats were

their Neville Island, Pa. yard.
DUCTILLITE and the other SEMET-SOLVAY.
thirty three years later, bearing

owned by other these

owners,
Va. on the Kanawha River.
On that 95° Sunday, Sept. 2,

Sirs: Recently in New Orleans we
stopped at the Hope Mausoleum and
introduced ourselves to Leonard
Huber and his son. We were royal-
ly received and following a half
hour of most pleasant conversation
we were escorted on a tour of the
mausoleum, in the course of which
there came to our notice a burial
plaque transferred from the old
Girod Street cemetery with this
inscription:

PILOT THOS. H. MONTAGUE

A NATIVE OF VIRGINIA

AGE 33

LOST HIS LIFE DEC. 27, 1866

IN SAVING THE PASSENGERS

OF THE BURNING STEAMER "FASHION"
HIS LAST WORDS

I'LL HOLD HER 'TIL SHE STRIKES
THE SHORE.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE

I wonder where she burned? Do
you know anything about the boat?

Larry E. Walker,
10552 Breedshill Drive,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45231

=The side-wheel FASHION was built
at Cincinnati, 1865, wood hull of
large size, 262.7 by 42.5. She

was in the Vicksburg-New Orleans
trade, Capt. P, D. Pratt, master,
and Ed L. Shaw, clerk, when fire

broke out in her cotton cargo of
2700 bales. When this happened on
Dec. 27, 1866 at 3:30 p.m. she was

identical "porthole"
built by Dravo at

two sisters were
faced up for a pushing contest at Charleston, W.

1973, the JUANITA

One was named
Now these
other names and

by 27. To

sli%ht edge omn
JS-

and two props.

downbound about seven miles above
Baton Rouge. Thomas H. Montague
was the pilot on watch who got her
landed. Oliver Fairchild was the
chief engineer. Both perished.
When the cotton burned off the
forward guards and forecastle the
boat drifted down to the head of
the reach above Baton Rouge and
lodged. Meanwhile the MAGENTA
came along and rendered aid; she
also had cotton and had been afire
three times during her trip. The
body of pilot Montague was brought
to New Orleans aboard the MAGENTA
on her next trip down, Mrs. Mon-
tague having gone up on the ROBT.
E. LEE to identify it. The funer-
al was held at the residence of
John S. Washington on Julia Street
in New Orleans. In August, 1868,
the Louisiana legislature voted to
send $300 monthly to Mrs. Montague
as a token of respect for her hus-
band's heroism. -Ed.

You've got to be kidding--there
really was a steamboat with a name
HERE'S YOUR MULE?

Jerry Sutphin says yes. He says
such a boat is registered in the
""Under 20 Ton" section of Vessel
Licenses, District of New Orleans,
Port of Parkersburg, W. Va., 1874.

Apparently she was a canalboat
to which boiler, engine and pro-
peller were added. She was built

WHITE (left) which is

VAY, locked horns and shoved.
quote
Beatty's CLARE E. BEATTY won handily."

diesels pack 1000 hp.
Cat D-397's. total 900 hp.

-photograph by Roxanne Ostendorf

the ex-DUCTILLITE, and the
CLARE E. BEATTY (right) which is the ex-SEMET-SOL-

Both have hulls 135
"Capt. John
She has a
Her Cooper-Bessemer
The JUANITA WHITE has
Both have two engines

Lloyd Ostendorf,

horsepower.

at Buffalo, N.Y. in 1866, and her
hull was 51.1 x 9.8 x 2.8. She
weighed in at 14.00 toms.

In 1867 she shows up registered
at Wheeling--then a steamboat--but
no news other than that bald fact.
The Pittsburgh "Commercial" on
June 23, 1871 says that Capt. J.T.
Daddow "has purchased the MULE, a
Kanawha River steamboat, and is
now running her in connection with
the MOCKINGBIRD in the Brownstown
trade."

The Lytle List acknowledges she
existed, and notes she was "aban-
doned" in 1868. Jerry's discovery
says otherwise: On Dec. 18, 1874
she was owned by Hugh Snodgrass,
Peytona, W.Va. which is away up
Coal River.

S&D member Tom Bartlett, former-
ly of Lisle, Ill. has changed his
address to 1230-D Bunker Hill Ct.,
Wheaton, I11. 60187.

Capt. Tom E. Kenny of Wisconsin
Barge Line tells wus that Barney
Rogers, whose dad worked for the
St. Louis & Tennessee River Packet
Co., differs with the account we
reported on page 41 last issue in
which we said the TENNESSEE BELLE
was built from the ALABAMA. He's
right; she was built from the KEN-
TUCKY.
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ANIEL R. PORTER, director of the Ohio Histori-

cal Society, announced on December 28 last

that the mnew Ohio River Museum at Marietta
would be opened for public viewing on March 1,
1974, pending approval of the Society's Board of
Trustees. He cited staff illnesses as a primary
cause of delays, two of the shop staff having been
incapacitated last fall. The Trustees in making
decisions for 1974 must come to grips with the
prospect of reduced attendance at all Ohio State
museums due to the curtailment of gasoline. The
problem of staffing the mnew Ohio River Museum is
also a cause of some concern, and Director Porter
was quoted in the Marietta Times as suggesting a
"minimal staff" at the time of opening, whatever
that may mean.

It's easy to count the faults of those who keep
us waiting, so we'll desist. S&D has been a com-
mon-law partner with OHS since 1941, thirty three
years. There have been a few family squabbles and
a lot of give and take. But, in the main, we've
pulled the load together with fairly steady prog-
ress. It is unfortunate that the new Ohioc River
Museum's completion coincides with a wave of na-
tional austerity, battering and thundering, test-
ing the free-and-easy American way of life. The
prudent way to ride out a storm as every riverman
knows is to batten the hatches and get to shore as
gracefully as possible. It well may come to that.

If OHS's Board of Trustees decides to choke a
stump and postpone the opening of the new Ohio
River Museum until adequate staffing is mno longer
a problem, until adequate light and heat are not
restricted, and until the mobility of visitors is
again assured, then we have a suggestion to make.
Let's move the River Museum back into Campus Mar-
tius temporarily. There are enough of us in S&D
who know how to run out a head-line and get in the
slack to do the job.

Just if, that is.

FTER HAVING PREPARED the above comments we now
learn that the opening date for the new Ohio
River Museum has been postponed until Monday,
April 1, 1974. The announcement appeared in the
Marietta Times, issue of Jan. 26th last. John
Burnworth also announced that the wrought-iron
fence which formerly was around the state capital

building at Columbus, 0. will be transported to
Marietta and installed around the new Museum com-
plex this summer. An assistant curator to work
with Catherine and Chuck Remley, "a local person
with a good background in local history," was to
be hired in mid-February. Mr. Burnworth also said
that the construction of the flatboat was to com-
mence June 1, and that the TELL CITY pilothouse
project is to commence "as soon as the weather
permits.'"  All of which sounds as though the Ohio
Historical Society intends to plow bravely ahead
under full steam, and without timidity. All very
fine and we applaud such positive thinking. But
our suggestion in the first editorial on this page
still goes, just in case.

HERE ARE NO DEVELOPMENTS to report regarding

the bequest to S&D contained in the will of J.

Mack Gamble. The legal details are being
handled by attorney Randall Metcalf, 326 Third
St., Marietta. Mr. Metcalf is optimistic that a
substantial portion of the funds will be released
in time for review by the Board of Governors at
the September meeting.

J
SeuTHLadD WHISTLE

Our September '73 issue featured a picture and
story of the side-wheel TARASCON and her celebrat-
ed whistle. So happens, writes C. W. Stoll, this
was the first steamboat whistle he ever blew. The
chord--he has an ear for pitch--is shown above as
sketched by C.W. He has marked it SOUTHLAND WHIS-
TLE for he first blew it aboard that boat. You
are invited to read C.W.'s letter about all of
this on page 15 this issue.

Z7HE LEAD FEATURE in the Winter 1973 issue of
'Steamboat Bill" is a comprehensive story of
American Barge Line's towboat PIONEER authored
by William A. Wall and illustrated with some fas-
cinating pictures procured courtesy of the Mari-
ner's Museum and one from Dan Owen.

The PIONEER on our rivers started out as a mis-
begotten throw-back to the dark ages, an enormous
and clumsy side-wheel steam towboat. We've touch-
ed upon her briefly in past issues; she showed up
first in our March, 1972 issue, a broadside photo
of her looking like a Civil War gunboat. That ex-
posure prompted Lew Reade to write for us his ex-
periences piloting her, trying to pick up a tow at
Louisville, and leaving her a day later stuck on a
sand bar at New Albany. (See June '70 issue, page
43).  ABL converted her to twin props in 1935 and
thereafter she was heralded as "America's largest
towboat,'" on a hull 240 by 47.4 packing 2000 hp.

The story in "Steamboat Bill" starts at the be-
ginning in 1909 when she was built at Bath, Maine
as a three-track railroad car ferry for Kennebec
River service, then christened FERDINANDO GORGES.
Author William A. Wall has done an entertaining
story of this craft's wvaried career before she
came to the Mississippi. what hasn't been told
yet, and we are looking forward to the day, is the
true account of why in 'ell American Barge Line
adopted her in the first place. She was the most
unlikely of all candidates to enter Mississippi
River towing service.

This is the first time "Steamboat Bill" has done
a feature that we would have accepted gladly for
the columns of S&D REFLECTOR with nmo alteration in
text even to punctuation. Editor Peter T. Eisele
appraised it accurately. He played it on page 3
of that 64-page issue.




Sirs:

A certain young Graham
Emma,

Lived in Zanesville, a
anathema,

Her sole claim to fame

Was her emmetropic (1)

And, Sirs, that should
your dilemma.

Alan L. Bates,
1567 Bardstown Road,
Louisville, Ky. 40205

named

rhyme

name
solve

Mrs. Cora Bent, 92, of Little
Hocking, Ohio, died on Thursday,
December 6, 1973 at the home of

her daughter, Mrs. Isabell Stacy.
Mrs. Bent was well known in S&D
circles as the gracious lady who

the removal of the

of the packet TELL
CITY from her side yard. The Ohio
Historical Society plans to reno-
vate the structure and display it
permanantly at the new Ohio River
Museum, Marietta. It was her hus-
band Clarence G. Bent who placed
the pilothouse on the hillside at
Little Hocking when the TELL CITY
sank mnearby in 1917. All these
years it has been used as a sum-
merhouse. Mrs. Bent is survived
by her husband with the one daugh-
ter. Services were held in Belpre
and burial was in the Rockland, 0.
cemetery.

consented to
old pilothouse

Sirs:

There was a young lady from
Zanesville

Her father, the owner of
Graham's mill.

Her sole claim to fame

Was her emmetropic name

Carried on three steamboats
to Famesville.

Clyde K. Swift,
274 Newton,
Glen Ellyn, Ill. 60137

Back about 1936 a greenhorn kid
asked Capt. C. W. Elder for a job
on the excursion steamer WASHING-
TON at Pittsburgh and was hired.
On the afternoon of Jan. 22, 1974
that same kid, now quite a man,
called on your editor and intro-
duced himself as Capt. Robert P.
Durkin, skipper of Keystome Ship-
ping Company's  600-foot tanker
SANDY LAKE plying world-wide sea
lanes, Captain Durkin was accom-
panied with his wife Marion. They
live at 297 Greenlee Road, Pitts-
burgh, Pa. and have three grown
sons. Keystone Shippi has its
eastern headquarters atn§13 Chest-

nut St., Philadelphia.
Mrs. Ned B. Jenkins of Buckeye
Lake, 0. has been living with her

son in San Antonio since her hus-
band passed away. Her uncles and
father were crew members on the
Muskingum River packet VALLEY GEM
some years ago. Capt. Newton
Price was her uncle, as was pilot
Albert Price. Her father was the
clerk, and died on the boat in
1916. He had served on the T. M.
BAYNE and JEWEL.

5

Hotel Lafayette sold

Announcement was made on the
front page of the Marietta "Times"
issue of Dec. 4, 1973 that the Ho-
tel Lafayette would be operating
under mnew ownership effective on
December 15.

New owner 1is the Bel-Par Realty
Co., Marietta, whose principal
reported owner is Harry Robinson,
Jr. who for the past 15 years has
served on the board of directors
of the hotel. Mr. Robinson is a
certified public accountant with
offices in the old Dime Savings
Society building across the street
from the hotel at Front and Greene
Streets. His firm, Robinson &
Caltrider, moved there after the
building, which Mr. Robinson owns
in part, was renovated.

Associated with Mr. Robinson in
the purchase of the hotel is John
S. Patterson, a banker of Chester-
hill, Ohio.

W. Robert (Bob) Mosely has been
named general manager, and all of
the regular staff have been re-
tained.

S&D "adopted" the Lafayette in
1939 for its headquarters at which
time Reno Hoag, Steve's father,
was in charge. Following the de-
mise of the elder Mr. Hoag in 1944
Steve created by modernization and
expansion an inn which became na-
tionally famous for guest-comfort,

fine food, service and parking
convenience.

One week before the sale was an-
nounced Mr. Robinson said, "I am
extremely grateful for what S&D
has done for Marietta over the
years. It is our desire to con-
tinue the pleasant relationship in
the years ahead."

S. Durward (Steve) Hoag at the
same time informed us that he had
decided to accept the sale bowing
to doctor's orders. "I am deeply
appreciative to S&D for the influ-
ence its members have had on my
life. Both Della and I are very
fond of all of you," he wrote.

The Lafayette was opened on July
1, 1918 by the Marietta Hotel Co.,

a group of Marietta businessmen.
It was a rebuilding job, doing
over the old Bellevue Hotel which

had burned in 1916. Reno G. Hoag
was brought in as manager. He and
his son Steve commenced buying
stock in 1921. The buildings, ad-
ditions and real estate continued
to be held by the Marietta Hotel
Co. A gseparate corporation called
the Hoag Hotel Co. was set wup as
owner of the furnishings, fixtures
and equipment. Both companies
were involved in the sale.

Jim Armstrong, a young man who
has assisted in making HELLO MY
NAME IS stickers at the last sev-
eral S&D mnoon luncheons has been
elected to the city council in his

home town of Catlettsburg, Ky.
Jim, 18, attends Morehead State
University. He is vice president

(Ky.) Histori-

of the Boyd Count¥
father, Law-

cal Society. Jim's
rence Armstrong, is a member of
the city school board, and an un-
cle is county coroner.

Actinﬁ as reporter for the local
weekly "Press-Observer" Jim cover-
ed some council meetings. "It was
obvious how some of the councilmen
--not all of them--weren't listen-
ing to the people, and the conduct
at some of the meetings was appal-

ling--language and just general
conduct,” he said. There were
four contenders for two council
seats, all Democrats. Charles

Rous, incumbent, polled 80 votes,
apd Jim Armstrong came in second
with 76. He campaigned low key.

Sirs:

There was a young lady from
Zanesville

Whose soul was much wracked
by pains, 'til

She was known as the dame

With the cracker-y name

Engrossed on three packets
of fame, still.

John C. Ewing, M.D.,
410 Sulgrave Road,
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15211

$50,000 of Ohio state funds were
granted on Jan. 21 last to the
Ohio Historical Society for the
construction of a pioneer river
flatboat to be used as a live ex-
hibit, with cargoes and living
quarters completely furnished.

According to John Burnworth, OHS
board member, the replica will be
constructed in the area under the
new Ohio River Museum at Marietta.
He said that his personal hope was
that the flatboat could be taken
to Pittsburgh in the summer of '76
and floated from there to Marietta
as part of the bicentennial cele-
bration.

State funds also were released
on Jan. 21 for furthering the work
at the new Ohio River Museum. A
total of $45,000 is earmarked for
exterior exhibits on the museum
gangways which link the three
buildings, plus a lock model and
restoration of the TELL CITY's
pilothouse. Improvements to the
W. P. SNYDER, JR. were funded in
amount of $20,000, to include in-

stallation of graphics, improved
illumination and general refur-
bishing.

Please mnote that all of the
bound volumes containing back is-
sues of S&D REFLECTOR have been
sold. Our intention is to make a-

vailable early in 1975 a similar
bound book containing all copies
of Volumes 9, 10 and 11. Details
of the price, etc. will be given
in a later issue.



FOLLOWING THE FRONTIER
(continued)

Sirs: "Following the Frontier" in
the last issue really puts the
scene in my back yard. Fort Ben-
ton, Montana is a one-day drive
from here, daylight all the way in
summer.

Here is a post card I picked up
at Fort Benton several years ago.
The inshore steamboat looks like
the WESTERN pictured on page 16 of
the last issue. Can you name the
others? My surmise, judging from
the low banks and the width of the
river, this picture also was taken
at Bismarck. I've been told that
the narrow-slit pilothouse windows
such as WESTERN has were to pro-
tect the pilot from Indian arrows.

Also am enclosing pictures show-
ing the drawbridge of the Great
Northern RR. crossing the Yellow-
stone mnear Fairview, Mont. The
machinery for raising the span is
missing--not there--and the usual
stage under the draw these days is
shallow enough for wading. The
deep water is wunder the fixed
span.,

Thomas C. Graves,
Box 315,
Yamhill, Ore. 97148

=The Official Guide of Railways
of 1960 shows the Fairview bridge
on a spur line taking off from
GN's main line at Snowden (near
Williston), Mont. We'd judge the
bridge to be about 20 miles up the
Yellowstone from its mouth. The
compulsion which persuaded GN to
build such an elaborate and expen-
sive bridge in so remote an area
boggles the mind. -gd.

This very substantial
lift bridge spans the
Yellowstone River but,
according to Tom Graves
(see his letter at the
left) is mnot equipped
with machinery, and the
channel doesn't run under
it anyhow. In our last
issue we published a tale
by Donald T. Wright who
was aboard the towboat
RALPH HICKS on the Arkan-
sas River. He relates
that the channel was not
under the draw span in
that instance. The bridge
was swung and the boat
went under the north fix-
ed shore span.

The Three Missouri
River steamboats in
this wview are the
WESTERN (at shore in
the center), E. H.
DURFEE on the out-
side, and the NELLIE
PECK at the left. We
first saw the view
in the book '"The
River and I," Dby
John G. Neihardt in
1910. It is identi-
fied as taken at
Yankton, S. D. and
the photographer is
unnamed. The DURFEE
was built in 1871,
WESTERN in 1872 and
NELLIE PECK in 1871,
so this view may be
some older than the
one in the Dec. is-
sue, page l6.




A steamboat was built at
Steubenville, 0. in 1819-1820
documented in official records
as the HERO, although other
accounts call her the BEZALEEL
WELLS. She was side-wheel and
tradition has it that she came
out new with a single brick
smokestack. On a trial run
she took a sheer on the pilot,
hit the bank, and the bricks
rained into the river. She
was brought back to the wharf
and a sheet-iron stack was put
up. Shortly thereafter she
undertook a voyage up the Ohio
to Pittsburgh, 68 miles. An
account of that voyage was
Published in a magazine called
'The Olden Time," dated August
1847, The author (unidenti-
fied) was on board for the e-
vent. He refers to "a vener-
able old gentleman after whom
the boat was named" who also
went along, doubtlessly Mr.,
Wells of Steubenville. Beza-
leel Wells (1763-1846) was the
founder of Steubenville and
also of Canton, O. He is
buried in Union Cemetery at
Steubenville.

This story is timely inas-
much as the problem of getting
water pumped into the boilers
was accomplished by singular
strategy involving neither
zdoctor,“ feed pump nor injec-
or.

FIRST STEUBENVILLE STEAM BOAT

HE FOLLOWING ACCOUNT of the

first attempts to come from

Steubenville to Pittsburgh by
steam boat cannot fail to interest
many of our readers. The contrast
between that very trying and labo-
rious enterprize, and the speed,
comfort and certainty with which
our floating palaces are presently
(1847) driven between far more
distant points is truly striking.
Many young persons who mnow enjoy
all of the facilities of our mod-
ern conveyances can scarcely real-
ize the tedious and vexatious pro-
cesses by which the present per-
fection was reached. The narra-
tive of our correspondent gives a
vivid and reliable exhibition of

the difficulties encountered in
one of the attempts to perfect
that mode of conveyance which has

so greatly hastened the progress
of population and improvement of
that noble wvalley which extends
from the Allegheny to the Rocky
Mountains. ---Neville B. Craig,
Editor "The Olden Time."

MR. EDITOR:- As one object of
The Olden Time seems to be to
chronicle events connected with
and descriptive of the early set-
tlements and improvement of the
region round about Pittsburgh, it
may not be amiss to devote a few
of its columns to a narrative of a
steam boat voyage from Steuben-
ville to Pittsburgh which was made
at an early date and before the
art of propelling boats by steam
was well understood in this coun-
try. The boat above referred to

was the first of the kind ever
built in Steubenville and, as the
builders were altogether wunac-
quainted with the principles and
construction of steam boat machin-
ery, it was mnot to be expected
that the work should be very per-
fect. The novelty however of such
a work gave it great notoriety and
as soon as it was completed a
large number of gentlemen and lad-
ies, including the writer, resolv-
ed on making a pleasure voyage to
Pittsburgh. The hour fixed on for
our departure brought to the beach
(for we had no wharves in the old-
en times) an immense concourse of
people to see the new steam boat
start; for really it was then a
phenomenon of mno ordinary occur-
rence to see a steam boat running
upstream without the aid of oars,
poles or paddles.

We left Steubenville about two
o'clock in the afternoon and made
such rapid progress the first mile
that the crowd on shore were (for
they seemed unwilling to lose
sight of us) at their best gait to
keep up with us. Here it became
necessary to cross to the Virginia
shore where we found the current
rather more than a match for our
steam power and, in order to stem
it at all, every one who could
pull a pound was required to pa-
rade on deck and exert himself to
the utmost of his power in the em-~-
ployment of bush-whacking, and al-
though our progress was sometimes
scarcely perceivable, still we re-
mained in fine spirits until we
had overcome nearly another mile,
when we were informed by the en-
gineer that the force pump had
given way, and that we must stop
and repair before we could go any
further. This for a time seemed
to throw a little gloom over our
prospects, but no one appeared to
doubt the practicability of our
finally reaching the place of our
destination, and we all agreed to
put up for the night and wait pa-
tiently until the pump could be
repaired, which, by working all
night, was accomplished by ten o'-
clock next morning, when we again
set out for Pittsburgh.

The repairs made on this occa-
sion did not increase our power so
much as we would have hoped it
would have done, for (although we
had become very tired of it) we

were still obliged to keep up the
bush-whacking, or go down stream
instead of wup, whenever we met

with stiff water. By one effort
or another, however, against moon
the second day we hove in sight of
Brown's Island, the lower point of
which is a 1little short of four
miles above Steubenville. Here we
met with a current more powerful
than any we had before encountered
and one to, which, in the end,
proved too great for us to encoun-
ter. We were, however, slow to

spent the
in efforts

and
whole of the afternoon
to round the point of that island.

Sometimes we acted very harmoni-

believe this fact

ously; at others got into consid-
erable brawls, charging each other
with want of skill and descretion.
Fortunately for us we had on board
a venerable old gentleman (after
whom the boat was named) whose
well spent life had placed him on
an eminence along his fellow men,
which gave him great influence,
and whenever our discussions bore
an angry aspect, one conciliatory
word from that good old man set
things right; still even with his
assistance we were unable to get
any further upstream, and when
night stole in wupon us, we were
obliged to cable to the shore be-
low the point of the island we had
so earnestly and untiringly strug-
gled to pass.

This for a time seemed to thwart
our prospects and depress our
spirits, but we were soon made to
forget our troubles by the merry
visitors with which in a few min-

utes we found our boat crowded.
The news of a steam boat lying at
the point of Brown's Island had

spread far and wide and brought to
that place the lads and lassies of
all the hills round about. A
dance was proposed, the cabin
cleared out, the flutes and fid-
dles made to accord as near as was
thought to be of any importance,
and then went off such a jollifi-
cation as was truly characteristic
of Olden Times. The good old
gentleman above referred to made
no objection to our amusements un-
til the proper hour of rest had
arrived when, at his suggestion,
we all went quietly to bed and
spent the remainder of the night
in sweet forgetfulness.

Next morning brought with it its
troubles. The point of the island
and the unyielding current were
full in view, and the associations
connected with our unsuccessful
efforts the day before, and pros-
pects of the then present day, had
no favorable tendency to render us
comfortable. What to do was a
perplexing and vexatious question,
one too on which we found oursel-

ves no better united than we had
been on the day previous. Many
were in favor of returning home,

and it was silly nonsense to think
of getting to Pittsburgh with such
a boat; that this was the third
day we had been from home, and
that we could still hear the town
bell ring for dinner, while our
good Captain and others declared
that they would rather build a
machine shop on the shore and wait
to repair the machinery, than sub-

mit to the mortification of re-
turning.
In this state of things, and

when the altercation became rather
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THESE FOUR PICTURES

Presented here are artist's
sketches of the interiors pro-
posed for the new super cruise
steamboat being built at Jeff-
boat, Jeffersonville, Ind. for
the Delta Queen Steamboat Co.
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boisterous, our good old peace-
maker again interfered, and by his
unbounded influence had carried u-
nanimously a proposition: That we
should return to Steubenville for
the purpose of repairing with the
understanding that no one should
ask to have his fare refunded, and
that we should all hold ourselves
in readiness at a moment's warning
to embark again and accomplish our
undertaking.

The question being settled, we
cut loose from shore and in a few
minutes found ourselves at the
place we had started from. In a-
bout a week afterward we were mno-
tified that the boat was in readi-
ness, when we again set out, and
after surmounting many difficul-
ties, reached the far-famed city
of Pittsburgh, but the mnarrative
of this second tour must be defer-
red for the present.

MR. EDITOR:- Having in my last
given you some account of the
first attempt of the Steubenville
folks to wisit Pittsburgh by means
of steam power; I will now proceed
to narrate the second, in which I
am happy to say we were more suc-
cessful.

Our boat being fitted up with
great care, and all the skill pos-
sessed by its worthy builder, we
again set out on our contemplated
visit, and got along finely for
more than twenty miles, running at
the rate of from two to three
miles an hour, and passing all the
islands, and everything else we
came to, without any trouble, or
the application of any power, save
that of steam.

We all felt highly pleased with
our situation and prospects, and
looked with disdain on the petty
keel boats as we passed them, and
pitied the poor fellows who had to
work their way by pulling and bush
-whacking. Soon, however, an ac-
cident occurred which convinced us
that after all, this is a world of
disappointments. We were informed
by the engineer that the force
pump was broke all to pieces--that
it could not be repaired, and that
we could go no further without a
new pump. This threw a terrible
gloom over our prospects, and a-
wakened in our minds all the un-
pleasant associations connected
with our former failure. We felt
that we could never overcome the
mortification of again returning
without seeing Pittsburgh; and af-
ter a long and sullen consultation
we came to the determination that
we could go ahead without a force

the Paddlewheel Lounge

A spectacular vista of the foamy wake of the paddlewheel is
afforded from the two-level Paddlewheel Lounge. This lounge
will feature entertainment by small groups for dancing, sing-
alongs and cocktall-time listening. It is separated from the dining
room by movable glass partitions which can be opened for large
functions such as the traditional Captain's Dinner.

"_“]f

the Starboard Gallery

On either side of the Observation Deck is a gallery-promenade
which can be closed off for private parties. The galleries are
immediately adjacent to a small cocktail lounge and within
service distance of the main galley. The sliding glass doors open
to the deck for inside/outside seating. The gift shop and ele-
vators are nearby.




the Grand Staircase

Ornate and elaborate staircases were the order of the day in
the Victorian Age. Even though the new steamboat is equipped
with modern automatic elevators, passengers will enjoy the
beautifully-designed stairways. Polished brass and gleaming
mirrors highlight this stairway to the Observation Deck.

the Observation Lounge

An intimate and relaxing lounge by day and a gay and exciting
night club at night. The spacicus bay windows and double-
height ceiling are similar in construction to the main dining
salon. The panoramic vista of the passing shore adds excitement
and pleasure to this comfortable room.
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pump--that as often as our boilers
became empty, or so low as to
cause danger of explosion, we
would lie to shore, open an avenue
in their upper sides, introduce a
funnel and, by means of buckets,
dip the water out of the river and
f£ill them; and as this was consid-
ered an expedient which would re-
quire considerable labor, it was
agreed that all the male passen-
gers should assist in its accom-
plishment. To this agreement some
of the party made serious objec-
tions, alleging that their fine
clothes would become so much sul-
lied that they could not make a
genteel  appearance when  they
should reach Pittsburgh. A large
majority were however in favor of
it, and the influence of public
opinion soon compelled the minor-
ity to yield. Accordingly we all
went to work, and although we felt
our employment tedious, tiresome,
and disagreeable, still by pa-
tience and perseverence we in thus
way replentished our boilers as

ften as they needed it, until we
worked our way to the city of
Pittsburgh. We were well aware
before we adopted this expedient,
that it would be a serious under-
taking, still we were met with
many difficulties after we put our
plan in operation, which did not
before develop themselves.

The matter of reaching water a-
bove our heads we found to be very
fatiguing, and the trickling of
the drippings down our coat sleev-
es by mno means pleasant or agree-
able; besides this, almost every
time we landed to fill our boilers
we got fast on bars, and to get
off again generally kept us in em-
ployment while the water was boil-
ing.

On the evening of the third day
we reached what is called the
Deadman's Ripple, and after fill-
ing our boilers discovered that
our coal was nearly exhausted and
that it would be folly to attempt
to encounter such a current with-
out a better supply of fuel. Upon
inquiry we learned that there was
no coal bank within less than six
or seven miles, nor was there any
cord wood in the neighborhood to
be obtained. This state of things
occasioned much dissatisfaction
and murmuring on the part of the
passengers and drew upon the head
of our worthy Captain many curses
for his want of forecast. As
night was appreaching it was a-
greed upon as our only expedient,
that we must lay over until morn-
ing and in the meantime procure
fence rails and stow aboard for
the flues such quantities as would
enable us to reach a coal bank
some six or seven miles ahead.
Accordingly we all took off our
coats and went to work and cut and
carried rails until a late hour in
the night, that we might be able
to make an early start in the
morning. But being much fatigued
we overslept ourselves and were
quite late getting off mnext day.
When we got under way, to our
great disappointment and mortifi-
cation, we found that with such
rails as we had procured for fuel
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we could not overcome the current
we had to encounter. We tried it
again and again, but whenever we
would reach a certain pount in the
ripples, like the Irish Captain,
we found ourselves advancing back-
wards. This perplexing predica-
ment put us all out of humor, and
drew upon the head of the Captain
a fresh volley of complaints and

rebukes. The pilot, who was al-
together dissatisfied, began to
threaten to leave the boat. The

Captain who seemed unwilling to
bear the blame alleged that the
helmsman was in fault, that he
kept too far from shore and, al-
though the Captain was warned of
the consequences, he compelled the
helmsman to approach so near the
beach that, before we knew what we
were about, a heavy current struck
the bow of the boat and swung her
with tremendous force on the bar
below, leaving us almost on a dry
beach.

This seemed to bring our voyage
to an almost insupportable crisis,
all was uproar and confusion, some
declared they would return home,
while others said they would walk
to Pittsburgh. The pilot and the
Captain got into a real jangle,
while some of the passengers and
crew began to hunt up their lug-
gage, and gave all indications of
abandoning the boat. At this
critical and most discouraging
juncture our worthy old friend,

who had quieted our disturbances
on our first voyage, again inter-
fered. By his kind and concilia-

tory demeanor, and great influence
he soon reconciled all parties and
effected an agreement; that the
Captain should procure a team and
have brought from the nearest coal
bank a load of coal, and that the
passengers and crew should in the
meantime loosten the boat, and
set her afloat again.

With this wunderstanding we
went to work in good earnest,
by this time our fine clothes
become so much sullied that no one
any longer thought it of any im-
portance to keep his work at arms
length, and about two o'clock P.M.
we succeeded in getting our boat
off the bar. As good Iuck would
have it, about the same time our
good Captain hove in sight with
his load of coal.

Our prospects which looked dark
indeed in the morning now began to
brighten up, and we were all
cheerful and happy in view of the
prospect of again successfully
prosecuting our journey. We had
raised the steam pretty high so
that no time should be lost after
we should get our coal aboard, and
from appearances we had every rea-
son to believe that we should be
under way again in a few minutes,
But, unfortunately, at the very
point of time when our Captain had
his teamster back his wagon with
the end-gate off to the brink of a
precipice immediately above the
boat, some one, to amuse himself,
and probably for the purpose of
startling his next neighbor, let a

all
for
had

puff of steam escape from the
safety valve, which frightened the
poor ﬁorses, so that they snorted

and ran like
tering our coal
cornfield.

This threw us again into great
commotion, all was noise and bus-
tle, and a terrible hue and cr

wild animals, scat-
over a ten-acre

was raised against the "fool'" who
had done the mischief. The Cap-
tain, who was of rather evenly

temper, seemed to be provoked past
all endurance. When he cast his
eyes over his scattered coal, he
declared if he could find out who
had frightened the horses, he
would skin him. Time and again
on this trip the Captain had for-
bidden anyone to meddle with that
safety valve. Fortunately for the
agressor we were never able to
find out who he was.

As soon as this flurry was over,
we all turned out, and gathered up
as much coal as took us over the

ripple and then, with the burning
of our rails, got up to the coal
bank where we received a fresh
supply.

Nothing further
tance occurred on
had all become so
to our work, and
cessity of strict
that we began to move on without
much flinching or murmuring. We
took our time and, if anything oc-
curred on shore, or elsewhere,
that was interesting, or amusing,
we would stop and enjoy it. On
one occasion a wounded deer was
discovered swimming the river some
half-mile below, when we immediat-
ly landed and sent out a file of
men in the Jolly Boat to try to
capture it. The poor animal was
soon overtaken and, after a terri-
ble battle, was dragged into the
boat, to all appearances dead. By
this time they were perhaps more
than a mile below us, finding that
the hardest part of their adven-
ture was in rowing up again. Be-
ing elated with victory, and anx-
ious to show their booty they row-
ed hard and soon found themselves
within a short distance of us. We
were all paraded on deck anxious
to see the captured deer. Then to
the great surprise of all, when
the Jolly Boat boys were about to
board us, the deer came to life.
It sprung out of the boat and swam

of much impor-
our way up. We
well disciplined
the absolute ne-
attention to it,

with more vigor and speed than
when first pursued. But the Jolly
Boat crew went after it and some

half-mile below us retook it.

Thus far I have said nothing a-
bout our meals, but the cook's
part in perparing the venison
brings that part of the narrative
forcibly to my recollection. Our
boat had been furnished with a
cooking stove, the mechanics of
which were unknown to the cook.
At the time of which I write there
were very few cooking stoves in
general use. Like steamboats,
those that were were of poor con-
struction. As to ours, an error
had been committed in setting it
up, and everything which came to
the table was perfumed with gasses
and smoke. The cause of the dif-
ficulty was mnot ascertained until
we had arrived at Pittsburgh. At
that place the builder of the
stove was called to the scene and

he pointed out that the parts had
been incorrectly assembled, and he
fixed it in a jiffy. And this
ended our pleasure voyage. The
boat was found to be so much in-
jured that some eight or ten days
would be required to repair her.
The passengers, all anxious to get
home to Steubenville, had to find
conveyance in whatever mode of
transportation best suited their
preferences.

This steamboat HERO, or BEZALEEL
WELLS, was eventually reported
lost on February 20, 1822 at or
near Golconda, Ill. She was vic-
tim of an unseen obstruction in
the channel. One of the owners,
Samuel Chapman, was aboard at the
time and was obliged to come home
to Steubenville overland. After
his death his widow remarried, be-
coming Mrs. Holyrod. In 1890 she
was living in Pittsburgh at the
age of 90. At that time her
daughter, Mrs. Charles Brown, was
residing in Steubenville. Her
granddaughter, Mrs. Thomas Caniff,
Té;g lived at Steubenville in

During times of high water it is
not uncommon for loaded barges to
break out of tow and lodge against
the upstream ends of roller-gate
piers at modern dams. Last Janu-
ary the BESSIE WALKER planted a
chemical load across piers at the
Markland Locks and Dam, Ohio Riv-
er, The owning company reported
that it contained propionealdehyde
and valeraldehyde, something of a
local sensation for mnobody knew
how to say the words, or spell
them, and whether the gook was
dangerous.

The Louisville Courier-Journal's
Ken Loomis hunted wup Dr. John F.
Phillips at the University  of
Louisville's chemistry department.

"Valeraldehyde undergoes chemi-
cal change when exposed to air,"
explained the prof. "It makes an
odor closely related to stink
bombs, somewhere in between the
odor ot rancid butter and dirty
socks."

That reminded the prof that a
researcher at U/L had brewed up a
mess of such stuff, so rancidly
fragrant that a hole was dug in
the campus and the bottle was bur-
ied.

Lockmaster Howard Gibson went
out on the overpass to take some
snapshots, got to feeling choked
up and dizzy, and was sent to a
Carrollton (Ky.) hospital. By mid
-week all of the l17-barge tow was
rounded up save for five loads of
fertilizer which had sunk. Nobody
was injured and the kooky chemi-
cals, transferred into another
barge, went on to destination.

The new steamboat NATCHEZ 1is
rapidly taking shape on the marine
ways of the Bergeron Yard below
New Orleans. The hull is complet-
ed and superstructure is being put
up. The diesel sternwheel COTTON
BLOSSOM (ex ROBIN D) is being com-
pletely rebuilt at the same yard.
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er-hen proclivity for of her career, recently replaced Jim Webster, who's building a
stgg;whzgigrs prompEs us to zeport with a G-M 6-110 rated 220 hp. As new spernwheeler for Lakedchagtau-
that the towboat GRACO was sold in GRACO she was in the Bedford-Nu- qua in New York Stgtebga hqu1te a
September '73. She is now paddl- gent fleet, which became Evans- search finding a spltaf e ﬁxagog
ing on the Chipola River operating wille Materials, Inc. at Evans- al piece of shafting ‘EF t etp; N
out of Wewahitchka, Fla., making ville, Ind. Capt. Tom Corley got dlewheel. He was v131d1ng i : o~
waves on the Apalachicola, Chatta- her at Evansville, fired her up, line, Ill. last gall an i po eh a
hoochee and Flint. The GRACO is and she paddled to Florida under round in an old boat yard. There
now owned by Capt. Tom Corley's her own power. She had a few ex- he located a 4 5/8 hex shaf? 12
Three States Towing, Inc. with his periences enroute when she was feet long brand new, or fifty
headquarters at 6308 Lagoon Drive, caught in a blow in Mississippi Yyears old, depending on which way

: i look at it. Just what the
nama City, Fla. 32401. Sound, and missed a water spout by you Ju :
PaNashvillZ,Bridge built the boat a mile or two. doctor ordered. Jim's going to
in 1928-29 on a steel hull 74 by use wooden arms and buckets._ H%s
18 and she was first named CATHER- architect for the hull design is

INE D, and later C. A. IRVIN. She ALL YOU NEED TO JOIN S&D IS AN Alan L. Bates.
had é Fairbanks Morse diesel most INTEREST IN BOATS. See Page 4.

qz NEERING WoRKS
AL N

Rogers, Jr. that spring. Then, last November,
WO IDENTICAL DIESEL STERNWHEELERS are shown un- Pete A. Denny, Dunbar, West Va., bought the boat,
der construction at the Charles Ward Engineer~ had it towed to Paducah, cranked it up and brought
ing Works, Charleston, West Va., photographed it back to Charleston to make of her a handsome
on November 1, 1930. Both were built for the U.S. private pleasure sternwheeler to be christened the

Engineers, the SCOTT (left) and FORT ARMSTRONG. RORIN D-TOQO.
One week later the FORT ARMSTRONG departed on her The FORT ARMSTRONG was sold by the U.S. Engineer
delivery trip to Rock Island, T11. The SCOTT re- Dept. in 1955 to E. S. Keeney, Belle, W. Va., who
mained closer home, in the U. S. E.'s Huntington sold her to Harry F. White. Her name was changed
District. to KATHRYN and she got a new Cat diesel, 250 hp.
The FORT ARMSTRONG was transferred to the Hunt- In Nov. 'b4 Capt. White renamed her TINA F. WHITE,
ington District, and the SCOTT to the Louisville and she burned in Feb. '71. Now the hull has been
District. In the spring of 1954 the SCOTT was sold to Pete Grassie, Dunbar, W. Va. who currently
sold at public sale to Howard Powell & Son, Gun- is rebuilding her into a handsome pleasure stern-

tersville, Ala. In the June '73 issue there ap- wheeler.
pears a picture of her taken at that place by Ross The return of two prodigals.
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HE VIRGINIA IN THE CORNFIELD as

reported extensively in our is-

sue of March '66 is a popular
river legend. Helen Rose Stephen-
son, Georgetown, Conn., has loaned
us a small diary with red leather
cover which was presented to her
some years ago by William Eichleay
then living at Bethel Park, Pa. It
recounts the day by day operations
of the John Eichleay, Jr. Co. as
they moved the big packet river-
ward in the spring of 1910.

Briefly, the VIRGINIA lodged on
what turned out to be an Indian
mound during a flood in the Ohio
River at Willow Grove, West Va. in
the early morning hours of March
6, 1910. As the river fell she
draped herself over the mound some
600 feet from the river in an un-
becoming attitude. The boat's
owners, Pittsburgh & Cincinnati
Packet Line, contracted with the
John Eichleay, Jr. Co., Pitts-
burgh, to get her back to her ele-
ment.

We now learn, thanks to the
diary, that the Eichleays did not
arrive upon the scene until Thurs-
day, April 21, almost six weeks
after the accident. The first no-
tation is this: "Arrived at boat
at 11:40 p.m., John P. Eichleay,
Walter B. Eichleay, George Nich-
ols, George Columbus, W. H. Dias,
Jim Cothery, John Dutish and Ed
McCloskey, bringing from Pitts-
burgh 3 lanterns, 6 shovels, &4
reels of chalk line and 20# ba-
cons"

Next day they started to work at
7 a.m. on a survey to get lines
and heights. They were interrupt-
ed by a visit from J. W. William-
son, owner of the cornfield. The
diary reports: "Williamson owner
of the land said stop work until
he was paid for damages to his
land." A phone call was made to
Capt. James A. Henderson, presi-
dent of the Packet Line, informing
him of this turn of events.

On Sunday, April 24 two packets
brought materials from Pittsburgh,
the OHIO and the GREENDALE. Capt.
Henderson came from Pittsburgh.
Seven timbers were placed wunder
the boat, excavation was started
to set the blocks, and others in
the group scoured through West
Virginia and Ohio hunting for lum-
ber and teams.

Next day, Monday, April 25, the
damages claimed by Mr. Williamson
were arbitrated and settled, at
the conclusion of which Walter B.
Eichleay and Captain Henderson re-
turned to Pittsburgh by the B&O.
A flatload of 6x12 and 6x8 timbers
arrived from Antiquity, O. A man
arrived from Pittsburgh with a
supply of beef, and there was no
butter for meals all that day.
Five teams were contracted for at
Ravenswood, West Va.

There was a big rain that night,
and next morning, Tuesday, April
26, a car of materials shipped
from Fairmont, W. Va. on the B&O
was unloaded. The job of bracing
up the stern of the boat was com-
pleted and seven teams were busy
all day scooping dirt. The packet
VALLEY BELLE brought freight from
Marietta, reshipped from Pitts-
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VIRGINIA IN THE CORNFIELD
A picture taken before the John Eichleay, Jr. Co. arrived
on the scene to move her riverward, by photographer Harry P.

Fischer, Marietta, O.

A complete account of this affair ap-

peared in our March '66 issue, copies of which are no longer

available.

Helen Rose Stephenson appearing

The account of the moving operation furnished by

on this page adds valuable

documentary evidence to the tale.

burgh. All hands worked until
8:30 p.m.

Next day seven teams were work-
ing the scoops and Capt. William-
son called to visit. 150 feet of
grading was completed. Then on
Thursday, April 28, the job of
raising the boat commenced, and
she was elevated about five feet.
On Saturday, April 30 the boat was
moved 180 feet "viewed by a very
large crowd of people who thought

it wonderful." That mnight John
Eichleay, Jr. arrived on the B&0O
from Pittsburgh. On Sunday, May

1, the VALLEY BELLE brought cables
and chains, and the boat was moved
another 70 feet. John Eichleay,
Jr. departed for Pittsburgh on the
night B&O. His son John P. Eich-
leay returned to Pittsburgh Monday
on the 10:32 train.

On Thursday, May 5 a team was
sent to Millwood, W. Va. to get 30
cross ties from J. C. Ross, and a
total of 9 laborers and 15 house
movers were working on the grading
and laying runs, planting deadmen,
etc. Next day John ©P. Eichleay
came back, bringing along his bro-
ther Harry 0. Eichleay, and the
boat was moved another 140 feet.
On Saturday, May 7 the boat was
moved another 39 feet. There was
a heavy thunderstorm in the after-
noon, and work was halted at 2:45
p.m. "Several boat excursions of
sight-seeing people were here."
Walter B. Eichleay and his wife
arrived that night on the B&O.

On Monday, May 9 the boat was
moved 73 feet. Harry Eichleay
went up to call on the Williamsons
and came back with a supply of ice
cream. '"Boys fishing every eve-
ning with poor success.'" Next day
Mrs. John P. Eichleay and family
arrived from Pittsburgh at 5 p.m.
"Every one well and able to eat
three square meals a day requiring

about 75 pounds of meat each day."

Our chronicler notes next day in
terse terms, "Guests still arriv-
ing." One of these, he notes, is
the brother of Capt. Charles Knox,
master of the boat. That day,
Wednesday, May 11, the boat was
moved another 59 feet.

On Thursday, May 12, she was
moved another 40 feet. By nmow they
had the VIRGINIA clear of the hump
caused by the ancient mound, and
Friday, May 13 she was well out
toward the river shore and the job
of lowering her was started. By
Tuesday, May 17 the Eichleays were
well aware that the job would be
vastly short-cutted if only the
river would stage a mild flood and
lift her off. John P. Eichleay
went to Parkersburg that day and
researched the weather records for
the past ten years "and prayed for
rain." But the weather was clear,
and next night J. P. Eichleay was
watching Halley's Comet. Just the
same, Capt. Charles Knox predicted
rain "within the next ten days."

On Friday, May 20, Mr. and Mrs.
John P. Eichleay returned to
Pittsburgh on the 10:30 a.m. train
and no sign of rain. There were a
few visitors on Sunday, May 22,
but no one was allowed aboard the
boat.

On Monday, May 23 the workmen
struck for $2 a day instead of
51,50, "Sent them all home and

told them to stay off the place."
A phone call to Paden City, W. Va.
produced two men, and later four
more were signed on. In the ab-
sence of rain the job now was to
grade a launch ways down the bluff
shore with the 1idea of skidding
the boat into the river stern-
first. John P. Eichleay came back
from Pittsburgh on Tuesday, May
24. On Decoration Day Harry Eich-
leay and his wife arrived from



Pittsburgh.

The matter of scooping out this
launchways required time and ef-
fort, and it was not until Monday,
June 6 that the boat was moved on
the ways, 8 feet. A further move
was made on Tuesday, and there was

18" of water on the stern of the
boat. By Thursday June 9 they had
made another move, and there was
2 feet of water on the stern. The
weather had become inclement, and
there were showers, some of them

heavy. The river was on a slow
rise.

By Tuesday June 14 the river was
lapping into the construction work
and "too high to do anything."
Walter Eichleay came down from
Pittsburgh. He and his brother
John went to Pt. Pleasant and con-
ferred with Mr. Heatherington of
the Kanawha Dock Co.

The upshot was that they phoned
to Pittsburgh and ordered 60 40#
rails 30 ft. long, a supply of 16-
ft. oak timbers and other material
needed to launch the boat. The
QUEEN CITY came up Saturday, June
18 at 10:30 a.m. and Capt. Arthur
Browne advised that the river at
Pittsburgh was 10 ft. and rising.

The steamer OHIO arrived with
the railroad rails on Sunday, June
19. Walter Eichleay went to Par-
kersburg and phoned from there

that a general rise in the river
was coming.
As the river started to climb,

the workmen were busy gathering up
screws, jacks, blocks, etc. and on
Tuesday, June 21 they put in a 14-
hour day so engaged. On the next
day 21 men were loading up mater-
ial.

On Thursday, June 23 the VIR-
GINIA had steam up, and was afloat
once more. She pulled out at 11
that morning, going down the river
to catch material which had float~-
ed off in the current. She return-
ed to Willow Grove at 12:30 and
was all loaded up and departed for
Parkersburg at 5:30 p.m.

On Friday, June 24 she arrived
at Parkersburg at 1:30 a.m., and
remained there until 7 a.m. when
she left for Pittsburgh. A land-
ing was made at Marietta where
Walter B. Eichleay had large signs
awaiting which were attached to
the sides of the boat. A lot of
planks were unloaded at Paden
City, W. Va. and a landing was
made at New Martinsville, W. Va.
where all of the Eichleay workers
boarded a B&0 train for Pitts-
burgh.

In the back pages of this diary
or log book are several notations
in the handwriting of Walter B.
Eichleay:

"The steward on the VALLEY BELLE
is Spider Atkinson who uses Cash-
mere Bouquet soap, a very clean
cook, and his specialties are cin-
namon rolls, potato salad and a
vegetable salad.

The mate on the VALLEY BELLE in
1889 or 1890 won the Louisiana
Lottery. He built a fine big
house known as the Louisiana Lot-
tery House."

Sirs: Both you and Lloyd Haw-
thorne may take bows on the iden-

tification of the snagboat pictur-
ed in the Sept. issue, page 22.

It probably is the SEVIER built
by Capt. John (Roaring Jack) Rus-
sell on the Shreve patent design.
On the side of the wheel-housing
of the boat appears what looks to
me A. H. S==-=-=--= . An engraving or
lithograph of this craft appears
in "Tales Of the Mississippi"” pub-
lished in 1955 authored by Leonard
V. Huber, Ray Samuel and Warren C.
Ogden.

In 1852-1853 five U.S. snagboats
were built by Captain Russell un-
der the direction of Col. Stephen
H. Long. Officially they were
numbered 1-5, but they also had
names: No. 4 was the A. H. SEVIER
and No. 5 was the TERROR.

All of the pre-Civil War tooth-
pullers (quite a number) except
GOPHER and DRAGON were built on
the twin-hull, snag-beam design
patented by Henry M. Shreve.

The five snaghboats mentioned a-
bove were sold to Capt. James B.
Eads in 1855; he paid $6,050 for
the SEVIER. Eads converted these
into Submarine wrecking boats.

So Lloyd Hawthorne is right, as
she was built on Shreve's plan.
The S&D editor was right because
she was converted into a Submarine
boat.

In H. Sinclair Drago's book The
Steamboaters (1967) on page 151 he

quotes the St. Louis Democrat's
description of ice damage at St.
Louis on Feb. 27, 1856. Eads'

SUBMARINE No. 4 (ex-SEVIER) was
reported capsized and wrecked at
the levee. Other boats damaged or
lost (there were 15 listed) in-
clude the F. X. AUBREY (damaged)
which also appears in the picture
run in the Sept. '73 issue. What
I'm wondering is whether this view
might have been made just prior to
the catastrophe?

Leland R. Johnson,
7010 Plantation Drive,
Hermitage, Tenn. 37076

record that '"the
wrecking steamer SUBMARINE"

been at work on the wreck of
PARENTHIA which had burned at
Llouis on Dec. 7, 1855. The ice
forced the SUBMARINE into the old
steamer FEDERAL ARCH which was in
process of dismantling. While on
this subject we have another teas-
er for Dr. Johnson: The Grafton
Stone & Transportation Co. in the

=There is big
had
the

St.

spring of 1873 built a towboat
named ANITA (for the daughter of
the president of the St. Louis

National Bank). The engines, plac-
ed at St. Louis, were 20" dia. by
6 ft. stroke "from the SUBMARINE

NO. 4."  Shortly after completion
she was sold to Capt. David Camp-
bell who, Dec. 2, 1873, sold the

boat to "Gen. Simpson of the River
Improvement Dept."  What we don't
know is what happened to the ANITA

after she entered U.S. service.
-Ed.
BULLETIN: '"The towboat ANITA was

purchased by Col. James H. Simp-
son, St. Louis Engineer District,
in 1873 for use on a Mississippi
River project. Colonel, or Gener-
al Simpson, native of New Jersey,
was a remarkable person. He grad-
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YOU WERE BY JIM BAKER

LAPDIES FIRST NoT Too mny YEARS A0, IT

WAS CONSIDERED THE EPITOME
OF BRAVERY (OR STUPIDITY, DEPENDING ON ONES VIEW-
POINT) TO GO OVER NIAGARA FALLS IN A BARREL...DID
YOU KNOW THAT THE FIRST ONE TO SUCCESGFULLY ACLOM-
PLISH THIS STUNT WAS A WOMANZ MRS. ANNA TAYLOR
IN 1901, P

A -
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-Marietta Times.

uated from West Point in 1832, be-
came famous for his western ex-
plorations (particularly in the
Great Salt Lake basin) and won the
brevet rank of Brigadier General
during the Civil War. He retired
from the Corps in 1880 and died in
1883 at St. Paul. In ten years
the hull of the ANITA wore out and
early in 1883 she was dismantled.
The hull, etc. was converted into
a wharfboat at the St. Louis Engi-
neer Depot. The machinery was in-
stalled on a new Engineer towboat,
the GENERAL GILLMORE."

The above communication comes to
us from Dr. Leland R. Johnson. The
GENERAL GILIMORE was built at the
Howard yard, Jeff, in 1883 omn a
wood hull 140 by 28 and the U.S.
Engineers for some years had her
assigned to the Mississippi River
from the mouth of the Illinois to
Cairo. She sank mnear Fort Char-
tres, Il1l. above Ste. Genevieve,
in October, 1894 and was reported
"in bad shape." Whether she still
had the A. H. SEVIER engines
not known to us at this time. In
passing, a U.S. Engineer towboat
possibly remembered by some veter-
an S&D'rs was the GENERAL J. H.
SIMPSON of the St. Louis District,
U.S. Engineers, also Howard-built
(first named GENERAL H. L. ABBOT)
in 1895. Gen. James H. Simpson
was in the St. Louis USE office as
a colonel in the 1870's.

is

Special thanks to Jane Morning-
star of Bowling Green, Ky. for
clippings and mnews she sends us
regularly, covering events of the
Lower Ohio, Kentucky, Green, Cum-
berland and Tenmnessee rivers.

Time out for some family news:
Dick Rutter is back in the U.S.
after an extended hitch on a Navy
carrier in the Mediterranean. Tom
Way finished his stint on Adak in
the Aleutian peninsula and was as-
signed to carrier service in Japan
during February.
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Sirs: I came by my interest in
steamboats through lack of any
other reasonable alternative. Be-
ing from Vicksburg I grew up a-
round and on the SPRAGUE, and when
she was being worked over prior to
her trip to Pittsburgh I was just
tall enough to be a snug fit
standing in one of the low pres-
sure cylinders. One of my friends
since time began has been Walter
Johnston, Jr. and I early came un-
der the influence of his father,
Dr. Johnston. Hence the first op-
erational boat I was around to any
extent was the Johnston's KANAWHA,
and I really regretted seeing her
go to Nashville.

My first day of residence in
Arkansas was the Sunday of the
first race between the DELTA QUEEN
and the BORDER STAR. I went to
Little Rock to spectate and some-
how managed to get the last pas-
sage available on the DQ. Lately
I have been gathering material and
making drawings for a houseboat,
sternwheel variety, about 60 x 18
x 3.3. Plan to get construction
under way in earnest in the next
couple of weeks.

Pinkney E. Cunningham III,
Box 8515,
Pine Bluff, Ark. 71601

A certificate of amendment has
been filed with the Secretary of
State, Columbus, Ohio, in which
Sons and Daughters of Pioneer Riv-
ermen amend their Articles of In-
corporation "for the purpose of
providing therein that in the e-
vent of dissolution no part of the
assets of the Corporation shall be
distributable to any or all of the
members thereof," as set forth in
full in our December '72 issue.
The date of filing was November 5,
1973, Randall Metcalf, Marietta
attorney, handled the matter.

The Caddo Parish Courthouse, the
Shreveport City Hall, the Shreve-
port Civic Theater, Shreveport's
Beck Building, the Veteran's Ad-
ministration Hospital, the Schum-
pert Hospital and the new Shreve-
port Federal Building have in com-
mon the architect who designed
them, Dewey A, Somdal.

Dewey's most celebrated struc-
ture probably is the Harry D. Tru-
man Library at Independence, Mo.

On Sunday morning, October 15,
1973 Dewey was up at seven working
in the garden at his home, 801
Monrovia Street, Shreveport. He
then prepared breakfast, a usual
Sunday custom, and returned to the
yard to do some spraying. His
wife called to him at 11:15 to
come dress for church. He shaved
and bathed and then came into the
bedroom. "I never felt as weird
in my life," he said to Mrs. Som-
dal, and then stretched out on the
bed. He was taken by ambulance to
the Schumpert Hospital, waving to
his neighbors as he departed home,
and was dead on arrival. He had
suffered a mass heart attack.

Dewey was 75 on June 5 last. He
had suffered no previous heart
ailment.

O%

VERYBODY IN OUR TOWN knew about the P. M. PFEIL although

some weren't sure how to pronounce it, File, and some of

the kids called her the P. M. Piffle. She came down the
Ohio River from Pittsburgh every day, and sometimes at
night, to service the '"sand diggers" with empties and to
pick up their loads of sand and gravel. She belonged to the
Iron City Sand Company which then (about 1912-1915) was op-
erating the dredges CASCADE, INDEPENDENT, PROGRESS and the
mighty MONARCH, all of them, from time to time, digging in
the Sewickley-Coraopolis area. This sand and gravel was de-
posited by glaciers and the sand diggers were complex mach-
ines which not only dug the stuff up, but also segregated
the sand from the gravel, screened it, washed it, and spewed
sand from a chute on one side into an awaiting "flat" and
the gravel from a chute on the other side into another flat.
Big rocks and other junk (including once in a while a masta-
don tusk or an old cannon ball) were plopped back into the

river. You could hear a sand digger at night almost as far
as a calliope. The material was sold to contractors who
mixed it with cement and then built foundations, roads and

bridge piers with it. --And still do.
as you suppose a German. Most of the early river sand peo-
ple also were--named Stolzenbach, Keller, Keifer--and the
Pfeils and Stolzenbachs ran Iron City Sand. The P. M. PFEIL
was built at the Axton yard, West Brownsville, Pa. in 1901,
although she towed coal at first, and wasn't formally trans-
ferred to Iron City Sand until 1911. Philip Pfeil died, 72,
in 1916 and later on George Vang took over, and the PFEIL
kept going until the March 16, 1933 flood. The river got up
to 29.6 ft. at Pittsburgh. Iron City's landing on the left
bank of the Monon River got in trouble--lines parted--and
the PFEIL went over Dam 1, Monon River, hit some piling and
started to sink. She went on down and hit the south pier of
the PRR's Panhandle bridge, saddle-bagged it, and went to
Davy Jones. On still nights with a light fog on the water
I still can hear her 'scaping out on the roof working around
those noisy sand diggers.

Philip M. Pfeil was

Dewey Somdal's hobby for many
years was researching the life and
career of Capt. T. P. Leathers.
He ran down every clue that came
to his notice, researched in the
Archives at Washingtonm, D.C., and
visited people in Pittsburgh, Cin-
cinnati, Louisville and elsewhere.
Many river persons came to know
this energetic man as he pursued
his quest. He contributed an ar-
ticle about Captain Leathers to
S&D REFLECTOR, "The Unreconstruct-
ed Rebel," in the June '70 issue.

Dewey's wife, Eugenie Watson
Somdal, survives him; also one
daughter, Karen S5, Bryant of
Shreveport; one son, Dudley A.
Somdal of Shreveport; a brother,
Carl Somdal of Fresno, Calif.; and
three grandchildren.

Burial was in Forest Park Ceme-

tery, Shreveport, Louisiana.

The DELTA QUEEN on a gold-
plated brick of silver approx-

imately the same size shown is
available for $12.50, now think
of that. Please do not order
from us---we happened to mnotice
the ad in a national weekly.



RETURN OF THE TRILLIUM

The trillium soon again will be
decorating woodsy hillsides in
these temperate latitudes. But
let us specialize on one singular
TRILLIUM.

On June 10, 1910 the 150-feot
side-wheel passenger ferry TRILLI-
UM was launched from the shipyard
of the Poison Iron Works and 13
days later she was placed in ser-
vice by the Toronto (Canada) Ferry
Co.

Built to serve the popular a-
musement Park and baseball stadium
at Hanlan's Point, her later years
were spent in the Centre Island
run where she was a great favorite
with excursionists and also the
island's residents.

She was withdrawn from operation
early in September, 1956. But by
some miracle she wasn't sent to
the wrecker--maybe Canadian senti-
ment for an old favorite (ah, once
she was the Line's flagship!).

Now she's to be returned to
service, fully restored toc her
former glory and retaining all the
style and atmosphere of 1910. Once
again passengers will be fascinat-
ed by her inclined, reciprocating
engine and charmed by the thud of
her paddles.

Tentative date for her debut is

in June, 1975. A budget of $950,-
000 has been approved. She has an
inclined compound engine, one

stack amidship, double-ender pi-
lothouses, two full decks, passen-
gers only (no autos) and one of
her ardent champions is the cura-
tor of the Marine Museum in Toron-
to, Alan Howard. He used this ex~
citing news on the Christmas card
he and his wife Barbara sent to

friends. Chalk one up for the
Canucks.
Sirs: On pages 9 and 10 of the

September, 1973 S&D REFLECTOR in
your article on the far-flung ad-
ventures of the side-wheel TARAS-
CON, you tell some of the involved
legend of the storied whistle this
boat carried. As you indicate, it
was last carried on the Evansville
packet SOUTHLAND, and I got to
wondering how many people are
still around who have actually
blown that whistle.

It just happens that it was the

first steamboat whistle I ever
blew. I had just passed my six-
teenth birthday and was making a
round trip to Evansville on the

SOUTHLAND and Capt. Lawrence (Bo)
Allen let me have the thrill of
blowing that famous whistle. The
whistle disappeared after the
SOUTHLAND was destroyed by fire in
December, 1932. It was most like-
ly destroyed in the fire, unless
it had been removed shortly be-
fore. 1 have heard rumors that it
was hidden away in a basement
somewhere down in Kentucky, but it
has not surfaced, to my knowledge,
in the intervening 41 years.

As you indicate, it was an un-
usually melodious whistle, mellow,
clear and mournful. It was a

three-toned diminished seventh
chord, starting on G# above middle
c, rather high=-pitched. The
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The large tourist steamboat presently being built at Jeff-
boat for the Delta Queen Steamboat Co. .will be equipped with

a Foster Wheeler steam generator as shown above.
ing built at their Dansville, N.Y. plant.
F-W's antecedent Power Specialty Co.

is 390 psi.

It is be-
Allowed pressure
became a

supplier of steam superheaters for river steamboats prior to

World war I.

In 1926 when the Foster Marine Boiler Co.

took

over Power Specialty, the newly developed Nelis steam gener-

ator had won wide acceptance.

F-W steam generators powered

the JASON and ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, the last large steam pad-

dlewheel towboats built for Ohio-Mississippi service.
F-W generators built to U.S. Shipping

DELTA QUEEN has
Board specs.

two

SOUTHLAND's whistle mechanism was
peculiar in that regardless of how
quickly or abruptly you released
the whistle pedal, the whistle
"wailed." That is, the pitch of
the chord dropped quickly two or
three tones, but the chord holding
true as the pitch went down.
Doubtless this contributed to the
mournful sound of the whistle, and
I have often wondered whether it
sounded the same way on the TELL
CITY and on the other boats that
carried it earlier. This leads me
to observe that whistles behave in
differing manners. For instance
when the CINCINNATI blew the fa-
mous BONANZA whistle, which was an
open fifth, the D below middle C
and the G below that, as the whis-
tle began to f£ill up there was al-
ways a hesitant and momentary C#,
just a half-tone below the upper
D, then it resolved up to the D
and the lower G filled it. The
TOM GREENE, blowing the ST. LAW-
RENCE whistle, a beautiful four-
note A Flat chord, had a somewhat
similar sound, except that the
highest little whistle, perched on
top of the largest (center one),
filled up last, in its true pitch,
after the other three filled in,
and made the chord complete. I
guess I will have to confess that
this, perhaps for sentimental rea-
sons, has always been my favorite
steamboat whistle.

The best '"wailing" whistle that

The

I have ever heard is that on the
DELTA QUEEN today. With control
of the whistle valve from a hand
pull close by in the pilothouse,
you can "wail" this whistle admir-
ably, and get a truly unusual ef-
fect, doubtless to the delight of
onlookers on the bank and occas-
ionally to the chagrin and annoy-
ance of the crew members trying to

sleep. On the other hand you can-
not wail the BELLE OF LOUISVILLE
whistle. This deep, F major chord

keeps the same pitch regardless of
how little steam is allowed it and
all you can do by wvarying the
steam pressure with the whistle
valve is to vary the volume of the
sound. The CHRIS GREENE was the
same way. You can make the BELLE's
whistle scream; that is, throw a
quick full blast of steam to it so
the highest tone blows a higher
pitched overtone, and the CHRIS
GREENE whistle reacted the same
way at times. But you cannot vary
the pitch.

I am sure there are good scien-
tific reasons for these variations
but I have never figured out why
the DELTA QUEEN will wail, and the
BELLE OF LOUISVILLE will not.

C. W. Stoll,

Rock Hill,

Mockingbird Valley Road,
Louisville, Ky. 40207
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New Albany, Ind. in 1864--the same Captain Ford
who later (1881) started a glass plant up the
Allegheny River at Creighton, Pa., and then a much

( TAPT. JOHN BAPTISTE FORD built the MAGENTA at

larger one (1889) at Ford City, Pa. There is a
statue of Captain Ford at Ford City, the town hav-
ing been named in his honor. The glass firm known
as Libby-Owens-Ford was a carry-over from his ac-
tivities.

The above picture was taken at Helena, Ark. when
the boat was new, photographed by T. W. Bankes,
who also took the picture of the CONTINENTAL shown
in our last issue. Again we express thanks to W.
L. Talbot of Keokuk for making these available.

Captain Ford sold a 1/2 interest in the MAGENTA
soon as she was completed in June '64 to Capt.
David White who promptly announced he was renaming
her J. M. WHITE and would run her out of New Or-
leans. Apparently a legal complication thwarted
that idea; the change was not made.

She was entered in the Merchants' and Peoples'
Line, a loose-knit share-the-wealth combination
organized at St. Louis with Capt. David White as
president. Ten side-wheelers were pooled into a
plan whereby every other day a Line boat departed
St. Louis and New Orleans managed by a board of
twelve directors. Participating were the steamers
MAGENTA, HENRY VON PHUL, JOHN KILGOUR, BRILLIANT,
CLARA DOLSEN, MAGNOLIA, HENRY AMES, COMMONWEALTH,
M. S. MEPHAM and DICTATOR. Among those on the
board were J. B. Ford, Jesse K. Bell, M. 5. Mep-
ham, William P. Halliday, Edward Walsh and B. F.
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Hutchinson. The general superintendent was W. H.
Reid with headquarters at No. 11 City Buildings,
St. Louis. This Line was of short duration, only
about a year.

The Line boats were turned back to their owners,
and then Capt. Tom Leathers, direly needing a boat
now that the war was over, got in a huddle with
White and the ownership became Capt. T. P. Leath-
ers 5/8; Capt. David White 1/8; John F. Tolle 1/8;
John Lowrie (of St. Louis) 1/8. Captain Leathers
took command and backed her out of New Orleans on
Saturday, Sept. 23, 1865 as a drenching shower
scattered hundreds of onlookers, his first boat in
the Vicksburg trade for three years.

The MAGENTA measured 288.6 by 40.7 by 7.5 and
several "old-timers" are firm in saying she had
the engines from the ALVIN ADAMS which, be this
so, were 30" dia. by 9 ft. stroke built by John
Snowden at his Brownsville, Pa. shop in 1853. She
is reputed to have had the widest side-wheels of
any steamer afloat as of 1864, her buckets having
a length of 17 feet.

Although not much more than a year old the boat
needed, probably most of all, a new cabin carpet.
We dunno why--maybe John Baptiste Ford was saving
pennies--maybe moths were voracious--maybe Yankee
mud had ruined it. Anyhow late that October a new
one was donated by old friends and well wishers,
laid and tacked, and there was a ceremony back in
the ladies' cabin. One of the donors, noted as a
"reader," because of his proficiency in the art--
good readers were much sought after those days--



addressed himself to Captain Leathers:

" ike the majority of our people, the ordeal of
the last four years has left you but little else
than blasted hopes and ruined fortune...."

When it was all over Cap Leathers was speechless
with emotion, maybe for real, and Judge Alexander
Walker "responded." Then there was a collationm,
to quote the "Picayune," at which champagne popped
and flowed freely which also is a quote.

Early in '66 the enrolment of the MAGENTA was
changed and Cap Leathers became 5/24 owner and
owning another 5/24 was Capt. John W. Camnon. Such
felicity between two motorious opponents is hard
to understand, and beyond belief; but it happened.
The MAGENTA started rumning out of New Orleans to
Memphis and Cairo, and put in the whole spring
season at it. During those summer months she was
rebuilt at St. Louis, her stationaries and bull
rails stripped off, the boiler deck guard Pulled
in, and so she became in fact a “"cotton boat with
feathered stacks and all the trimmings.

Jesse K. Bell and John Sinnott bought stock and
by 1868 Tom Leathers was clear out of her.

Capt. J. Frank Hicks got involved and by 1870 he
owned the control. Captain Hicks was rumning her
Memphis-New Orleans with Capt. J. Stut Neal om the
roof, Captain Neal having lately hit a financial
brick wall with his fabled side-wheel RICHMOND.
Captain Hicks had charge of the BELLE LEE in the
same trade.

New Orleans, Jan. 1, 1871 (Special dispatch to
the Missouri Democrats-- The new year opened here
with a terrible disaster. Five steamboals were
burned about half past five o'clock this morning.
The flames originated on the MAGENTA, which was
moored at the wharf advertised to leave Tuesday in
place of the ROBT. E. LEE for Vicksburg, the LEE
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having been sunk by the POTOMAC. The fire was
started by the explosion of a coal oil lamp which
a boy was filling. She sank at the landing. The
MAGENTA was in command of Capt. J. Stut Neal and
was owned by John Sinnott of this place, and John
Sullivan and J. Frank Hicks of Memphis.

The THOMPSON DEAN, advertised to leave here om
Tuesday for Cairo, became ignited. A tug hauled
her out and she floated down and sank about one
mile below the new stock landing. She had on her
about four or five hundred tons of freight. Noth-
ing whatever was saved. She was owned (one third
each) by Stillwell, Powell & Co. of St. Louis,
Thompson Dean and Captain Pepper.

The JULIA A. RUDOLPH, in the Red River trade,
was but eighteen months old. She had no cargo on
board. She floated down the river a total loss.
Her owners were Capt. H, G. McComas and others.

The JOHN HOWARD, a large sternwheeler, had ar-
rived here last evening from the Ohio River. She
burned to the deck, and the hull was towed down
this evening below the Battle Ground where it will
be scuttled to put out £flames in three hundred
bales of hay which the firemen cuuld not extin-
guish. She was owned by Captain Berry and others.

The GRAND ERA, built year before last, had been
in the Vicksburg trade and had been laid up but a
short time. She was burned to the deck. Kountz
& Bros. owned her. The MOLLIE ABLE, lying along-
side the ERA, was slightly scorched, but otherwise
unharmed.

There were three packets named MAGENTA built in
rapid succession, 1861, 1863 and 1864, All three
came to violent ends. There were no steamboats on
the western waters named MAGENTA before that time,
and there has been none since.

Bruce Edgington, attempting to QUOIS.
cross Route 5 at Aberdeen, Ohio

honest looking angel. "I belong

Bruce was night watchman on the to the Sons and Daughters of Pio-

was struck by a car at 6:10 p.m. DELTA QUEEN when she first entered mneed Rivermen ou've heard of
on Saturday, December 1, 1973. He Ohio-Mississippi service and then them ain't you}" *
was taken to Hayswood Hospital in became self-appointed postman and Banned or not, Bruce'll be a-

Maysville, Ky. where he died of a mnews hawker.

fractured skull, fractured right the tourists about

hip, fractured left shoulder, mul- cathedrals,

juries at 8 o'clock that evening.

conversed with board for a long, long ride.
art exhibits,
i : : churches,
tiple abrasions and internal in- sites, preachers, journeymen, beg- Ohio.
gars and thieves.
Bruce was born at Concord, Ky. the boat, droves
and, according to records, the home remembering

: : He never married and was a mem-
historic ber of the Masonic Lodge at Rome,
Services were held at the

People who rode Knox Funeral Home, Maysville, on
of Fhem, went Monday, December 3, and burial was
the little guy in the Manchester (Ohio) Cemetery.

year was 1885. He was in his 88th with the cap and the glasses and

year when he died.
Robert Thompson, assistant po-

the newspapers under his arm.

"] talk loud so's I can hear Sirs: That article about the CIN-

lice ch;ef at Aberdeen,_said that what I say,” said Bruce and then CINNATI in the last issue inter-
the accident was unavoidable and the DQ higher-uppers retired him. ested me. I was a Boy Scout at

that the car driven eastbound by He continued to

Billy G. DeFosse, 45, of Route 1, was banned.

Ripley, 0., was being operated the Maysville

well within the speed limit.

across the bridge to Aberdeen to was the first

haunt the DQ and the time she was dedicated and
The news account in carried one corner of a big U.S.
Ledger-Independent flag in a parade through Cincinna-

i described him "as a man of certain ti
Bruce lived on Market Street in eccentricities."

Maysville but made frequent trips DQ by bus or

It was a gift of the Chamber

He followed the of Commerce teo the mew boat. I
railroad and often don't recall many of the details
shuffle up the but do remember roaming all over

visit a house he owned there in stageplank at Little Rock or St. that new big steamboat.

the main part of town on Route 32. Paul or New Orleans.
He was a son of the late Charles boat's mascot and, in some strange
charm. A big
captain overlooked

F. and Alice Laytham Edgington. A way, a good
sister, Miss Nona Edgington, a compassionate

He was the Ernest J. Wilde,

914 Race St.,
Cincinmati, Ohio 45202

noted poet, died in the mid-1950s. the rules and allowed Bruce to

His river career started at an ride the DQ until the end.

Judgment Day will hold special
those who knew

early age. Bruce was vastly proud

of the fact that he once had been fascination for

A new sternwheel pleasure boat
is under construction in Ross

hull watchman on the brag Pitts- Brucie, Right there at the throme 1OWMship, Pa. on a steel hull 33

burgh-Cincinnati packet VIRGINIA. he'll be.

That just might have been in 1912- Louden up here?

1913 when Capt. Fred Edgington was Rabbit Hash,

STEEL CITY.
one time on the TACOMA.

'Hey, do you have Harry
He was born at

master of that boat, then renamed know that? whﬁi?tUCky-’“dld y

Also he was watchman the records---don't

by 14 with an over all width of 17
feet. Her paddlewheels on a com-
mon shaft are 14 feet dia. with 9-
TE'11l show on ft. buckets. She will be powered

you keep re- with a Buick 8 cyl. auto engine.

For many cords? Yes, of course there's a She's to be launched at Aspinwall,

years he was on towboats and the place called Rabbit Hash; it's on [&: into the Allegheny River and

dredges of the Cincinnati District the OHIO RIVER

U.S. Engineers. Bruce showed up RISING SUN.

in a story '"Mother's Christmas here, let me give

Party" related by the late Capt. Journal.
Lewis B. Reade in our Dec. '67 is- house?'
sue, as a crew member of the IRO- Then he'll

right acrost from

Which way's the cook EI9UP:

christened H. M. SHREVE. Jack Be-
deck, 4275 Evergreen Road, Pitts-
burgh, Pa. 15214 heads up the
His associates are John
Rhoden, George Shelley and Kings-

never mind;
ou a Courier-

buttonhole the first Le¥ Evarts.
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Bob Thomas, S&D's
once was part of

board member,
the crew of the

sternwheeler J. A. CRESAP. Bob
was working at the boat yard in
Clarington, 0. when Joe Cresap

called from Moundsville and wanted
to "borrow" Bob to make a trip on
the boat up the Allegheny River.
This was 1in 1926. Bob went to
Moundsville, got aboard, and they
took two barges down to New Mata-
moras, loaded them at the Baker
Lumber Co. with oak timber, then
picked up another barge already
loaded, and started up the river.

They delivered the oak to the
site of Lock and Dam No. 4 on the
Allegheny. At that time No.'s 4,
5, 6, 7 and 8 were under construc-
tion. Then they turned back with
the CRESAP and picked up two
barges loaded with used packing
crates which were moored near the
R. C. Price houseboat and docks on
Pittsburgh's North Side. These
old crates were delivered to the
West Virginia State Penitentiary
at Moundsville for wuse in the
prison work shop. "This trip has
stood out in my memory for long
years,' says Bob.

Sirs: Stories concerning Bruce
Edgington are legion. At one time
he was collecting outboard motors
of ancient vintage and at Paducah
he went up the hill from the DELTA
QUEEN and presently came back in a
taxi with a 1930 wind-up Evinrude.

Bruce was proud of that old egg-
beater. The engineroom gang, as a
gag, hid it away. Bruce didn't
know who took it or where it had
disappeared to. He looked just a-
bout everywhere and found it se-
creted in a lifejacket locker.

So Bruce lugged it to his room
and chained and padlocked it to
his bedstead. Maybe his mistake
was that he was a bit loud in his
declarations about where it was
and he'd like to see anybody steal
it again, etec.

Those engineers, Fred Barrows or
Red Taylor, really went to work.
They disassembled Bruce's bed and
lugged out frame, mattress, the
springs, the whole works, outboard
included, and hid all of it.

Bruce showed up at the dinner
table, everybody keyed up to hear
what he'd say. =~ Presently he made
an announcement. "That bed better
be back there, and my outboard
motor, too, by midnight," he stat-
ed, "If it ain't I'm going to
pull a surprise fire drill in the
middle of the night."

Bruce was fully capable of doing
just that. The whole works reap-
peared back in his room posthaste.

One of Bruce's specialties was
making last-minute grandstand ar-
rivals at departure time. One day
at Paducah, with the stage going
up and all of the passengers lined
at the rails watching, he popped
out from behind the floodwall lop-

NGLISH-BORN John A. Mather

came to the U.S, in 1856 at

the age of 27 skilled in the
manufacture of paper. One year
later on a visit to a brother
near Carlisle, Pa. he joined up
with a traveling photographer.
John liked the profession and
settled at Titusville, Pa. just
in time to photograph the zen-
ith of the "oil excitement."
He traveled about the region
and did for it what Brady was
doing for the Civil War.

Here we see him standing on
his floating photo gallery with
lettering on the side OIL CREEK
ARTIST. He had two of these;
the original was bashed to bits
during the 0il Creek-Allegheny
flood of 1865. The one in this
view is thought to be his sec-
ond one built immediately after
that.

A great flood at Titusville
in  June, 1882 ruined some six-
teen thousand of Mather's glass
plates. Other hundreds were
saved and today repose at Drake
Well Memorial Park located on
0il Creek near Titusville.

John Mather was a violinist
of some talent. Once he board-
ed the packet SAMUEL P. HIBBARD

at Pittsburgh going to Nash-
ville to wisit. His ability
with bow-and-strings so capti-=-
vated Capt. Redmund J. Grace,
after a rendition of "Robert
Adair," that he was charged no
fare.

ing toward the DELTA QUEEN. Capt.
Paul Underwood had just about had
his fill of these tactics so he
ordered the boat backed out and
left Bruce on shore.

When we got up to Smithland the
pilot got a hail from a yawl, and
here was Bruce. There was nothing
for it except load him aboard, and
we had one dickens of a time doing
it what with the yawl making sev-
eral disappearances under the
guard. The passengers were eating
dinner but they emptied the din-
ingroom to get out on the decks to
see the show. This event was the
hit of that Kentucky Lake trip.

The little man was a real friend
and I will miss him very much. He
was always fascinated in hearing

Capt. Ernie Wagner and me swap
stories about our adventures on
the AVALON. Within the past year

or so he would show up on the
BELLE OF LOUISVILLE with a copy of
the New Orleans "Times-Picayune"
tucked under his arm for me, one
of my favorite papers. He always
remembered.

Doc Hawley,

Str. BELLE OF LOUISVILLE.
Jack Trotter advises that his
250-passenger sternwheel cruise

boat BORDER STAR has been trans-
ferred from Little Rock, Ark. to
Knoxville, Tenn. where she will
operate in the future.



A REPORTER AT LARGE

EVERAL GENERATIONS of kids at
Excelsior, Minn. (pop. 1,422)

were called to school by the
bell pictured on this page. When
you examine the thing closely, it
says on it, "Cast by Van Duzun and
Tift, Buckeye Bell Foundry, Cin-
Cinnati."

Today's kids go to a new school,
but the old building still stands,
now used as the administration
headquarters for the Minnetonka,
Minn. school district. At the
time of this change-around, in the
early 1960s, the old bell was tak-
en down from its belfry (structu-
ral problems) and was planted on
the lawn of the Excelsior Public
Library, mounted on two large pink
granite blocks.

That old bell has many associa-
tions with this region of Lake
Minnetomnka. It was the roof bell
on a whopping Mississippi-style
side-wheeler, BELLE OF MINNETONKA,
which plied that island-studded
lake located in Minnesota about 21
miles due west of St. Paul and e-
qually handy to Minneapolis. On
the shores and estuaries were the
expansive (hence expensive) homes
of the Pillsburys, Peavys, Lorings
and others. At Wayzata, on the
lake's northern tip, were two
great summer hotels, Gleason House
and Minnetonka House. '"Summering"
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Roof bell from the
BELLE OF MINNETONKA as
it appears today in the
yard of the library at
Excelsior, Minn. Lt
was cast in Cincinnati
in 1865, first wused on
the PHIL SHERIDAN. This
photo comes to us cour-
tesy of the Minnesota
Public Schools.

BELOW: View of Lake
Minnetonka showing the
BELLE OF MINNETONKA at
Chapman's Landing. The
picture is  presented
courtesy of the Minne-
sota Historical Soci-
ety.
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The BELLE OF MINNETONKA is moored at Lake Park
and in the foreground, at a rickety dock, are two
the 'scape pipes and railings of this side
DAN on the next page--they are the same.
Historical Society.

on Lake Minnetonka drew prominent
families from Louisiana, particu-
lary New Orleans, accompanied with
Negro manservants and maidser-
vants. James J. Hill's Great
Northern had a depot at Wayzata
where tourists poured off trains
to ride the BELLE OF MINNETONKA,
but when the townsfolk raised an
uproar about the noise of the en-
gines in the night, Hill tore down

the station and it stayed torn
down until after his death in
1916.

The point we're coming to is
that the 2,000 passenger BELLE OF

MINNETONKA, built in 1882, was run
by Capt. Peyton S. Davidson, who,
with his brother Capt. William F.
Davidson, were prominent packet
operators on the Upper Mississippi
originally from South Point, O.
down along the Ohio River. Coming
down to cases, Capt. W. F. was the
captain who hired James J. Hill to
clerk his packet FRANK STEELE at
St. Paul in 1858, "Fuce" and
"Pate" Davidson were pretty rough-
shod in those early days. Fuce
(Capt. W.F.) reformed later on but
Pate didn't.

It was Pate who came to Cincin-
nati in March, 1866 and bought the
PHIL SHERIDAN from Capt. Charles
Muhleman. The Davidsons ran her
on the Upper Mississippi until she
went by the run down the marine
ways at LaCrosse and broke her
back. That happened in 1876.
Then Pate built the BELLE OF MIN-
NETONKA in 1882 using the engines
and other stuff, including the
roof bell from the PHIL.

Yes, the bell today exhibited in

front of the library at Excelsior,
Minn. on the shore of Lake Minne-
tonka came originally from the
side-wheel PHIL SHERIDAN, no doubt
about it.,

The PHIL's engines, after the
BELLE was scrapped, were shipped
tec Alaska and served on the Yukon
sternwheeler SUSIE (see June '71
issue, page 35). She was ultima-
tly retired at St. Michael,and was
still there laid up in 1937, and
from what we gather in conversa-
tion with Capt. Jim Binkley who
presently boats up there, she's
still rusticating in 1974 right
there at St. Michael although lord
only knows whether the PHIL's en-
gines are still in her.

This story got fired up when we
recently were honored with the re-
ceipt of a manuscript from our
Tallahassee river buff Edward A.
Mueller, currently executive di-
rector of the Jacksonville Trans-
portation Authority, who has £ill-
ed us in on St. Johns River steam-
boats (The Heritage of Florida,
Sept. '72 issue) and other morsels
prior to that. Ed has become en-
amored, as have so many others,
with the PHIL SHERIDAN, a club of
noteworthies which would include
artist M. W. Storm whose o0il por-
trait of her hangs in the Oglebay
Museum at Wheeling; Robert Thomas,
whose captivating model is in the
Ohio River Museum (with paddlebox
artistry by Bee Rutter), and seems
the Minnesota Historical Society
displays a painting (it might be a
lithograph) of her racing up the
Mississippl alongside of the HAWK-
EYE STATE. Ed Mueller's contribu-

on Lake Minnetonka in this view
private steam yachts.
-wheeler with those of the PHIL SHERI-
-From the collection of the Minnesota

Compare

tion to the lore and lure of the
PHIL SHERIDAN lies principally in
his photographs of her, including
a fascinating cabin  interior,
which he has dredged up from hith-
er and yon, all new to us, and al-
s0 two---not just one: TWO---views
of the BELLE OF MINNETONKA up
there on that pretty Minnesota
lake celebrated in a poem by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow (so we are
told although a rapid scanning of
his collected poems didn't track
down the reference to our eyes).

One time the state of Wisconmsin
had a governor named William D.
Hoard. He used to tell the story
that Capt. William F. Davidson,
following his reformation, held
prayer meetings on board the PHIL
SHERIDAN, a command performance to
which attendance of officers and
deck crew was required. "Oh Lord"
he implored on one occasion, 're-
member the poor...they have such a
hard time of it...send them help..
..send them a barrel of flour...
send them a barrel of crackers...
send them a barrel of salt...send
them a barrel of pepper...oh hell,
no, that's too much pepper."

Ed Mueller says that's interest-

ing. Everything he sent us is in-
teresting. Come again, Ed.
Addendum: Since writing the a-

bove we have come upon a report
which indicates that the BELLE OF
MINNETONKA was taken out of ser-
vice on Lake Minnetonka in 1890,
at which time she was laid up in
St. Albans Bay and allowed to go
to ruin. Her period of usefulness
was not over eight years.
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EVERAL ISSUES BACK, that of June, '73, we ran

two pictures of the PHIL SHERIDAN taken at the

Wheeling wharf when she was new in 1866. That
March she was sold to the Upper Mississippi and
the above picture was taken at St. Paul not long
thereafter. The signboard on the forward roof
rail has been changed to read ST. LOUIS, KEOKUK,
DAVENPORT, DUBUQUE, WINONA and ST. PAUL. The oil
portrait of General Sheridan is still on the pad-
dlebox. white collars, emblem of the Davidson
Line steamers, have been added to the smokestacks
and 'scape pipes. Please note the roof bell which
later went to the BELLE OF MINNETONKA and today
reposes on the lawn of the Excelsior, Minn. public
library.

The PHIL was built by the Cincinnati Marine Ways
Co. on a wood hull 227 by 36.5 by 6. She had high
pressure engines 22" dia. by 7 ft. stroke made by
C. T. Dumont & Co. and four return-flue boilers
each with five 9" flues, 40" dia. by 26 ft. lomg.
She came away from the shipyard in early Jamuary,
1866 drawing 32" light, and rated at /OO toms.
She was entered in the Wheeling-Cincinnati trade
owned and commanded by Capt. Charles Muhleman. Her
pilots were Amos Davis and Phil Anshutz; the engi-
neers were George Wright and James Hall; Chris G.
Young was purser and Charles Knox, clerk. Henry

to 0 0o
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Haberhehl was steward.

Heavy ice in the Ohio River put her to the bank
at Parkersburg on her first trip up. In succeed-
ing weeks she got her engines worked in (there's
an old term for you) and was romping up-&-down the
river with keen competition from the side-wheel C.
E. HILLMAN in charge of Capt. Sam Mason. On March
7 a telegram was received at the Booth, Battelle &
Co. wharfboat, Wheeling: THE SHERIDAN TODAY PASSED
THE TELEGRAPH NO. 3 UNDER WAY FAIR AND SQUARE---C.
MUHLEMAN, CAPTAIN.

In 1866 this meant she had gone through the
sound barrier, for the TELEGRAPH NO. 3 was the
race horse of the U. S. Mail Line Co.

This feat, reported widely, was the spur which
prompted Capt. Peyton S. Davidson to plunk $82,000
on the line and buy her at Cincinnati on March 20.
A proviso was that she was to make one more round
trip to Wheeling so's Muhleman could locate a re-
placement. So next day, upbound, she got in a
tornado at Straight Creek, below Dover, Ky., and
when blown ashore on the Kentucky side her smoke-
stacks toppled overboard and other damage was done
to the tune of $1,500. Muhleman limped her back
to Cincinnati, put up new stacks, footed the bills
for repairs, and turned her over to Davidson. The
new stacks were not topped with feathers--you can
see this in the picture.
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(:ABIN OF THE PHIL SHERIDAN, looking aft, taken fully one hundred
years ago at St. Paul. This photograph is from the collection of
the Minnesota Historical Society, copied from a stereoscopic slide
prepared by Whitney & Zimmerman. Pretty fancy going, we'd say,
with carpeting run the full cabin length. Those chairs at the of-
ficer's table in the foreground take our eye; they look like they
had been made by the Marietta Chair Co. Notice the pitch of the
hind legs of those chairs, made that way so's to discourage tilt-
ing. Most men passengers elected to r'ar back on the hind legs
with the front ones pawing air, hard on carpeting. Chairs like
these were a bit of a problem when idle and soldiered along the
bulkheads for those greyhound back legs took up room. But they
were stout and you didn't need Kanawha River twisters to hold the
rungs and legs together.

The water glasses at the crew's table are stemmed goblets, sure
putting on airs there. Plates, coffee crocks, cruet stand--we see
everything but food. The glassware and the dishes came from
Wheeling without much doubt. The chandeliers look like they're
piped for gas, but they're not;.those globed lamps burn oil. Note
the glass bells suspended above each lamp chimney to protect the
ceiling varnish from soot.

Back aft of center you can see curtains partly drawn, and aft
of them 1is the sanctity known as the ladies' cabin into which no
single male dare step his foot unless accompanied by a lady, and
only then with doffed hat. Oh what a wonderful picture to have
lain dormant for a century with nobody looking at it; almost
makes you want to go find a stereoscope and borrow the original
slide for a dimensional viewing.
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HE ABOVE PICTURE of

at St. Paul about 1868 by which time the fancy

portrait of General Sheridan (see June '73 issue
on page 10) had been painted off the wheelhouses.

while this graceful specimen of marine architec-

the PHIL SHERIDAN was taken

ture was scurrying back-&-forth between St. Louis
and St. Paul (654.1 miles) for several years there
was intense rivalry. The Northern Line had two
cracker-jacks in the same trade, the HAWKEYE STATE
and SUCKER STATE, both built simultaneously in the
Pittsburgh area in 1860. Both were of the same
size and power, quite similar to the PHIL.

The newspapers bristled with latest advices of
this rivalry, going to great lengths to report the
day, hour and minute; how many landings were made
by each; how many packages of freight were handled
at each landing, etc. etc. All of these races were
run upstream, freiﬁht and passengers handled en-
route. Sample: The PHIL SHERIDAN left St. Louis
40 minutes later than the SUCKER STATE, made three
landings before going five miles, reached Alton in
2-25 (two hours and twenty-five minutes) with the
SUCKER STATE still in sight. PHIL made four land-
ings and passed the SUCKER STATE under way before
reaching Hannibal. PHIL made two landings, the
SUCKER STATE going om, but PHIL caught up with and
passed the SUCKER STATE before reaching Quincy. The
PHIL then made four landings and led the SUCKER
STATE in to Keokuk. At Fort Madison the PHIL put
off 183 packages of freight and left with the SUCK-
ER STATE in the lead. PHIL landed at Pontoosuc,
Dallas and Burlington setting off freight and tak-
ing on passengers. PHIL made two landings at rafts

above Burlington, caught up with and again passed
the SUCKER STATE under way. While PHIL lay at New
Boston the SUCKER STATE passed us, but before she
had made five miles we had again passed her under-
way leading her in to Muscatine by about ten min-
utes. At this point we lost considerable time in
discharging and receiving freight. The SUCKER
STATE in the meantime went on ahead, at least forty
minutes in the lead. At Davenport the SUCKER STATE
was going through the bridge as we whistled for the
landing. We lay there at Davenport 7% hours inas-
much as we were away ahead of our advertised sched-
ule. The SUCKER STATE went on, having fully seven

hours head start, and so beat us in to Dubuque.
These are the facts about the SUCKER STATE's great-
ly advertised defeat of the PHIL SHERIDAN."

A witness to these affairs, CaPt. E. H. Thomas,
wrote a piece in the Burlington ""Saturday Evening
Post" in 1911. He concludes that "the high steam
pressures and the racing had a damaging effect on
all of the boats and their machinery." He also re-
ports that "the PHIL SHERIDAN often limped in to
St, Lo?is leaking badly and her machinery in bad
order."

Impartial judges a century later might conclude
that a steamboat ride from St. Louis to St. Paul in
the 1860-1870 era was not all dull. Again we take
opportunity to thank Ed Mueller for prodding us
with pictures and text relating to these matters,
and also his sources, principally the Minnesota
Historical Society.
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Sirs: In the December '73 issue,
page 2, artist Ernst Wahlert asks
about a painting of the CITY OF
LOUISVILLE and about the artist,
William McKendree Snyder, who liv-
ed here in Madison.

My parents bought a ten-room
house here in Madison just across
the street from the Snyder home.
Mr. Snyder's granddaughter and I
were the same age and were school

chums. That was in 1907. The
Snyder home also was large, and
both had flower gardens. The Rev.

W. W. Snyder, father
ist, tended theirs.

Yes, I remember the painting of
the CITY OF LOUISVILLE. It hung
in the office of the Louisville &
Cincinnati Packet Co.'s wharfboat
at Louisville. I used to go there
to visit with Miss Edna Amon who
worked with L1&C's Louisville su-
perintendent Capt. C. C. Fuller.
I have an 8x10 photograph of this
painting. The boat 1is depicted
passing Deweese's Landing, Carroll
County, Ky. I never did know what
happened to the painting.

W. M. Snyder's painting of the
UNITED STATES was done in 1899, I
have it. I bought it at an auc-
tion, unframed and dirty. I tried
cleaning it with slices of an I-
rish potato. Also I have a Snyder
painting of the local ferryboat
J. C. ABBOTIT which dates prior to
1895. It was given to my father
by Capt. Joseph C. Abbott. My
father learned the trade as engi-
neer on the ferries owned and op-
erated by John M. Abbott and his
son Joe.

Artist Wm. McKendree Snyder was
born in Liberty, Ind., the son of
a Methodist minister. He was a
drummer boy during the Civil War,
enlisting at the age of 12, His
artistic ability was evident be-
fore that time, but it was not un-
til after the war that he joined
with J. Insee Williams in Cincin-

of the art-

nati at the corner of Fourth and
Elm, doing portrait work. From
there he went to New York and

studied with Albert Bierstadt, the
noted landscape painter., Thence
he went to Boston, and was asso-
ciated with artist William Morris

Hunt, and later with Alexander
Helwif Wyant and James McDougal
Hart.

Before abandoning figure and

portrait work Snyder painted "Py-
thias at the Block," a large can-
vas which was destroyed by fire at
Indianapolis. Also he did the
"Battle of Shiloh," a massive un-
dertaking 9 by 20 feet. This he
sold to Kohl arid Middleton of Chi-
cago. He also had work hung in
the Boston Athenaeum and in the U.
S. Treasury at Washington.

For several vyears he gave his
attention to painting the nude,
and one of the best examples is
"The Nymph of the Lilies" which
was displayed for many years in
the Gibson Hotel at Cincinnati.

Finally he took a liking to
trees, the beech in particular,
and returned here to Madison where
such trees are abundant. He made
frequent trips into the woods be-
fore his health failed.

I knew Mr. Snyder, and have a

PAINTING OF THE UNITED STATES
Alene Stottlebower cleaned it with a potato.
(See letter in left column)

painting of his done on leather in

1913, of the Indian ""Sleeping
Bear." It came to our family as
a2 Christmas gift from him. = He
died here at his residence, 127
?gggh East St., on September 5,

Alene Stottlebower,
614 West Second St.,
Madison, Ind. 47250

The Waterways Jourmal runs an
Annual Review and Directory with
everybody saying merry Christmas
to everybody else (the 1973 issue
ran 190 pages). Proverbially the
lead story is a look-back ramble
of Kanawha River characters and
towboats authored by Capt. Joseph
E. Goold. The odd part is that
Louisiana Cajuns eat it wup word
for word, many of them never hav-
ing seen the Kanawha and pronounc-
ing it KAN-a-wa. One way to start
a panic at the WJ offices is when
Joe Goold's copy doesn't show up
on schedule.

Lately Joe
piece called
Book" based on

has been doing a
"Love Letter Log

letters written to
his fiancee over a half-century
ago. This was introduced in the
not-so-fat (114 pages) WRC issue
of Nov. 10, 1973, and a second
section blossomed forth in WJ's
Dec. 15, 1973 Annual Review.

Joe has been a pretty sick boy
and had to give up his home in
Williamsville, N.Y. He says that
Sam and Ruth Herrington were "tow-
ers of strength" in helping his
daughter Betty with the upheaval.
"I don't know exactly what I'm go-
ing to do about the third instal-
ment of my Love Letters, but I
hope to wultimately complete the
series," he writes us.

He's on his own two hind legs
again, aiding himself sometimes
with a cane. Joe writes his own
letters longhand and--for all you

can tell--with rose-colored glass-
es, head in the clouds, and in the
'springtime of life,'

Shou%d you drop him a note, the
address is Albright Manor, Room
4D1, Beamsville, Ontario, Canada
NOR IBO. A word of warning: Joe
say's he's "been simply deluged
with mail which I can never hope
to answer."

Two diesel towboats spun out of
orbit some years ago. The twin-
prop HENRY L. HILIMAN, built in
1952, towed coal on the Monongahe-
la River about 14 years, then was
sold away. In 1972 she was taken
around the East Coast to operate
in the Baltimore area. Last Aug-
ust Twin City Barge & Towing Co.
of St. Paul brought her back. Now
she's the MORNING STAR, again on
the Mississippi System.

A similar case involves the old
JAMES D, FRANCIS, a twin prop tow-
boat of the Island Creek Fuel &
Transportation Co. Built in 1951,
she towed coal wuntil sold in 1960

to Dravo, joining their fleet as
the KEYSTONE. Dravo transferred
her in 1961 to the Potomac Sand &

Gravel Co., Washington, D.C. Last
fall she was returned from the Po-
tomac and now is the ROBIN B owned
by the C&J Towing Co., Ashland,

Ky.

0ld boats are hard to kill. In
1921 the Dubuque Boat & Boiler Co.
built a steam tug named MOBILE for
Federal Barge. Charlie Zubik con-
verted her to diesel in 1948 and
renamed her CHARLES ZUBIK. For
come years past she was a rusted
hulk slumbering in the Allegheny
River at Pittsburgh. Now she's
been reactivated by Banta Towing,
Inc., Plaquemine, La. and is again
in service. Her name these days
is CAPT. J. W. BANTA.



HEN THE CORPORATION mnoted on

this page was firmed and duly

recorded in the County Court of
Jefferson County, Kentucky on May
30, 1878, the side-wheel J. M.
WHITE was nearing completion at
the Howard Ship Yard, Jefferson-
ville, Ind.

The hull for this immense cotton
carrier was contracted for on June
12, 1877 and actual construction
started with the laying of the
keel on September 15. The legal
details came along as sort of an
afterthought. Somebody discovered
later on, after the document of
incorporation was completed, that
none of the Articles stated the
name of the Corporation. Therefor
it became mnecessary to file an
amendment stating that "after the
first day of August, 1878, said
Corporation shall be known as the
Greenville and New Orleans Packet
Company."

In subscribing to this amendment
John W. Tobin and Samuel S. Brown
appeared before a notary public at
New Orleans and for some reason--
maybe required in Louisiana--Mrs.
M. F. Tobin, wife of John W. To-
bin, also affixed her signature.

In all of our river ramblings we
knew one gentleman who actually
remembered Capt. John W. Tobin, a
circumstance which took some tall
backward glancing for Tobin died
in 1888,  Our correspondent was a
retired mailman at Natchez, Miss.,
to whom we were attracted by his
name, Truman Charles Holmes. He
was named, he said, for his uncle
Capt. Truman Holmes and for his
great-grandpa Charles Brewster who
came over on the MAYFLOWER.

Not only did Mr. Holmes remember
Captain Tobin, but he had fre-
quently made trips aboard the J.
M. WHITE inasmuch as his uncle
Capt. Curt Holmes was first clerk
on her and also relief master.

Here's what Mr. Holmes said of
CaPt. John W. Tobin:

'"Well, I should describe him as
an aristocratic looking man. He
had a fine education and was a
cultured gentleman, that is, a
real gentleman. Did you ever see
a picture of Napoleon III of
France? I always thought that
Captain Tobin looked like him.
Capt. John W. Canmnon and Captain
Tobin generally seemed to be in
accord, and in some instances they
were in partmership owning boats.
Captain Cannon was a much older
man than Captain Tobin, but he
looked up to Tobin and deferred to
him in business matters, realizing
that Tobin had a better business
education than he did, and that
his judgment was worthwhile."

The rousters called the J. M.
WHITE "Tobin's Train" and she was
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF THE
GREENVILLE AND NEW ORLEANS PACKET COMPANY

ARTICLE 1

Know all men by these presents, That we, John W. Tobin, John W.
Cannon, Richard H. Woolfolk, Samuel S. Brown, Nathaniel M. Jones,
James M. White, and John Howard, do hereby associate ourselves
together, and form a corporation under and in pursuance of the

laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and its principal place of
transacting business shall be the city of Louisville, in Ken-
tucky.

ARTICLE 2

The general nature of the business to be transacted by said
corporation is to be the building, purchasing, chartering, hir-
ing, owning, running and selling one or more steamboats, tow-
boats, barges, and other vessels upon the Ohio and Mississippi

rivers and their triburaties, for the transportation of freight
and passengers, and also the purchasing, leasing, owning and
selling wharfs, landings, wharfboats, barges, and any and all

other property necessary or convenient for the transaction of the
business of the said corporation.

ARTICLE 3

The authorized amount of capital stock of said corporation is
$250,000, divided into shares of $100 each, an organization to be
effected when $125,000 shall have been subscribed. The said
stock shall be paid for on or before the 24th day of June, A.D.
1878, and any stock subscribed for after that day shall be paid
for as and when required by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE &

The corporation shall commence
1878, and terminate at the end
date.

ARTICLE 5

The affairs of the corporation are to be conducted by a Board
of five Directors, one of whom shall be chosen President, and be
the executive officer of said corporation, and they shall elect a
Vice-President and Secretary, the first of whom shall be on their
own board. The said Directors shall be elected at the annual
meeting of the stockholders, to be held on the fourth Monday in
June in every year, and within five days after each election they
shall choose a President, Vice-President and Secretary. At the
meetings of stockholders, each share of stock shall be entitled
to one vote, and stockholders may be represented and vote by
Proxy. All officers of the corporation shall continue in office
until their successors are elected and qualified.

ARTICLE 6

The highest amount of indebtedness or liability to which the
corporation is at any time to subject itself is $150,000.

on the 24th day of June, A.D.
of twenty-five years from that

ARTICLE 7
Private property shall be exempt from corporate debts.

In testimony of all which, we have hereunto set our hands and
seals this l6th day of May, A.D. 1878.

(signed)
J. W. TOBIN,
J. W. CANNON,
R. H. WOOLFOLK,
JOHN HOWARD

I, Ch. M. Thruston, Clerk of the County Court of Jefferson
County, in the State of Kentucky, do certify that on this day the
foregoing articles of incorporation were produced to me in my of-
fice and acknowledged and delivered by J. W. Tobin, J. W. Cannon,
R. H. Woolfolk and N. M. Jones, parties thereto, to be their act
and deed.

Witness my hand this 16th day May, 1878.

CH. M. THRUSTON, Clerk.

SAMUEL S. BROWN,
N. M. JONES,
J. M. WHITE,

A similar disposition was
Howarq on May 18, 1878.

A similar disposition was acknowledged and delivered by J, M.
White and Samuel S. Brown on May 25, 1878.

acknowledged and delivered by John



Most of the photographs

scenes taken on board

of the J. M. WHITE and

shown on these pages came

from prints prepared by the late J. Mack Moore of

Vicksburg.
lovable person, told us

Mr. Moore, a

sprightly, dapper and

that he had retrieved the

glass plates from a dump-heap where they had been

discarded following the
grapher whose name we
years ago we
Myrtle Banks mansion
surprise, he showed wus

death of a local photo=-
cannot
called on Dr. Thomas H. Gandy at his
in Natchez and, much to our
the original negatives of
many of these WHITE pictures.
to us until this revelation

recall. Several

It had not occurred
that the Moore nega-

tives were copies--and good copies at that.

really his brain-child as well.
From fragmentary information (it's
a pity we don't know more) Tobin
was a native southerner born in

Claiborne County, Mississippi and
in his youth went to California,
probably in the gold excitement,
and stayed west some years. The
first clue we pick up of his river
activities was just after the Civ-
il War. He was active then in the
New Orleans-Ouachita River trade,
captain of the VICKSBURG (rebuilt
from the U.S. gunboat OQUACHITA as
we told about in the Sept. '73 is-
sue) and in slack seasons he was
in charge of smaller boats going
to Trenton, Monroe, Columbia, Har-
risonburg "and all landings on the
Black and Ouachita rivers," the
JUDGE FLETCHER and R. J. LOCKWOOD
being two of them.

The gentlemanly and businesslike
ways of John Tobin won him some
success. He visited the Howard
Ship Yard and contracted for a 250
-foot side-wheeler for Ouachita
River which he named FRANK PARGOUD
in honor of General Pargoud, the
wealthy Ouachita River planter of
the day. In this case Tobin's en-
thusiasm got the better of his
judgment--the PARGOUD was much too
much boat for her trade. In 1870
he went back to Jeffersonville and
built the side-wheel WADE HAMPTON,
a 217-footer, in partnership with
a gentleman named. G. P. Work.
Gen. Wade Hampton and Jeb Stuart

were the idolized cavalry leaders
in the Reb army.

Tobin then jumped the FRANK PAR-
GOUD around on the Mississippi
trying out various trades and set-

tled her down rumning N.O0. to
Vicksburg and Greenville with
Capt. J. M., White, master, and

Curt Holmes, clerk.

"Uncle Curt was first clerk on
the FRANK PARGOUD from the time
she came out in 1868 until the J.
M, WHITE succeeded her," says our
elderly Natchez mailman, Truman C.
Holmes. "My Dad, Capt. Richard
Holmes, was the agent here at Nat-

chez for Capt's. Cannon and Tobin
for years."

Then Mr. Holmes does a little
reminiscing. "I thought a great

deal of my Uncle Curt, He took me
with him on the KATIE's last trip,
up to Jeffersonville for dismant-
ling. It was my first trip north,
and when we got to Jeff, in May,
1878, the new J. M. WHITE was at
the Howard Yard about completed,
the largest steamboat I had ever
seen up to then. Uncle Curt had
command of the KATIE on that last
trip. From there we took the cars
to Plymouth, Mass. to wvisit with
Grandpa Holmes in the old Holmes
homestead. My aunt, Mrs. Truman
Holmes, lived on a farm ten miles
from Plymouth, and I was there and
in Boston for the next eight
months. My Dad and all my uncles,

save Uncle Joe who lost his life
when the J. H. HANNA burned near
Baton Rouge, went back to Plymouth
for their wives. Both families,
on my father's and mother's side,
were natives there."

The demands of the FRANK PARGOUD
required all of the energies of
Captain Tobin and when the WILD
WAGONER burned and Capt. A. C.
Goddin was trying to find a re-
placement, Captain Tobin sold him
the WADE HAMPTON and '‘walked away"
from the Ouachita River trade nev-
er again to return.

Captain Tobin had been one of

the timekeepers on the ROBT. E.
LEE when she made her famous run
to St. Louis in 1870 racing the
NATCHEZ. Capts. Cannon and J. M.

White had been raised wvirtual
neighbors, the former from a farm
near Hawesville and the latter
from Cloverport, both towns along
the Ohio River in Kentucky. Sam-
uel S. Brown, of the original in-
corporators and stockholders in
the J. M. WHITE was from Pitts-
burgh, Pa., a wealthy coal opera-
tor whose family connections were
explored in our Dec, '72 issue and
again in the June '72 issue where
the story of the packet S.S. BROWN
is detailed. N, M, Jones was a
Memphis  person associated with
Sam Brown in coal operations---the
iron hull tug N. M. JONES was op-
erating at Memphis when the WHITE
was built. John Howard, of the
incorporators, probably was the
brother of James Howard---or the
late James Howard we shall say,
for the patriarch James Howard was
drowned Oct. 14, 1876, two years
before the J. M. WHITE was built.

The $103,000 contract for the
WHITE's construction was the big-
gest single order the Howard Ship
Yard ever landed 1834-1940. Much
of the job was contracted to other
suppliers. When all the bills
were paid the total was easily
$220,000, probably more. The How-
ard Yard was an exciting sight in
the spring of 1878. When the
KATIE arrived from New Orleans her
engines and other outfitting went
to the mew ED. RICHARDSON, almost
the WHITE's equal in size. The
WHITE's hull was launched April 3;
that of the RICHARDSON on October
31. Construction of the great
cotton palace JOHN W. CANNON went
almost apace with the building of
the WHITE; both went down the Ohio
on the same June (1878) rise.

According to the Howard's day
book the WHITE was taken away from
the Howard yard in May '78 and was
completed at New Albany, Ind. The
move was made because of fear that
low water on the Louisville falls

would prevent getting her out if
matters were delayed. She did
rub on the rocks, the day book

noted, but gently. The move was
made by falls pilot Capt. Pink
Varble using the towboats RESOLUTE
and JAMES HOBSON.

In late July she departed from
New Albany under her own steam and
with Captain Tobin confined to his
room with rheumatism.
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A DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF THE J. M. WHITE WRITTEN BY COL. WILL S. HAYS AND PUBLISHED IN THE LOUISVILLE
(KY.) COURIER-JOURNAL, ISSUE OF AUGUST 7, 1878 AFTER HE HAD VISITED ON BOARD AT CAIRO, ILLINOIS.

J. M., WHITE

The Finishing Touches Put on
the Finest Boat Ever Built

A Full Description of the
Floating Palace, the Future
Favorite of Travelers

The White Will Unfold Her
Wings and Leave Cairo for
the South Today

The Perfection of Steamboat
Building

We visited Cairo several days
ago for the purpose of seeing the
finest and no doubt the fastest
boat ever built. We refer to the
new steamer J., M. WHITE, recently
built here by Capt. John W. Tobin
for the New Orleans, Vicksburg,
Greenville and Bends trade. After
spending two days in examining her
thoroughly, we left her fully sat-
isfied in our mind that she is un-
doubtedly the handsomest steamboat
in America, and beyond doubt the
finest furnished steamboat in the
country. She leaves Cairo for the
South today and we give below an
account of her which is the result
of our pleasant visit--and we re-
gret that circumstances were such
that she had to be taken away from
here before she was finished, for
thousands would have been no less
pleased to have seen and admired
her at this place, as it was our
good fortune to see her in her
stately magnificence at the wharf
at Cairo.

THE HULL
is 321 feet long, 50 feet beam, 91
feet wide over all, 115 feet hold
amidship, and 17% feet at the bow
and stern; floor timbers 11 inches
deep, 4% and 5 inches thick, plac-
ed 12, 13 and 14 inches apart from
center to center; main kelson 11 x

18 inches fore and aft; bulkhead
of 2% inches in poplar, doubled;
knuckle kelson 9 x 18 inches;

clamp, 4 x 15 and 3% x 15 inches,
with nine floor and side strakes
on each side, ranging in size from
7% x 11 inches to 4 x 10 inches;
her bottom plank and up and around
the knuckle to light water are 4%
inches thick and the bend 3% inch-
es. To support the weight of her
ten immense boilers there are
eight arches in the hold of heavy
timber running fore and aft, well
bolted and fastened; so there is
no possibility of the hull sagg-
ing under the boilers--a new fea-
ture in equalizing the weight, and
pronounced by experts complete.
All through the hold, in fact,
great ingenuity is displayed in
arranging of chains, braces, bulk-
heads and stanchions so as to meet
the strain of a load of cotton,
and yet utilize all the space for
the stowage of cotton bales.

Her main deck frame and guard
beams are a great feature in her
construction, having to support
the weight of 10,000 bales of cot-
ton, the greater portion of which

The
of the fore-
8 and 9 inches thick,
20 to 22 inches apart from center

is overhanging on the guards.
beams and outrigger
castle are

and 12 inches deep at

Her guard chain out-
thick and 12
of

to center,
the breech.
rigger is 9 inches
inches deep. Guard chain is
1 3/4 and 2-inch round iron.

The huge timbers to support the
engines and shafts have their
foundations in the bottom of the
boat. The main cylinder timbers
are 82 feet long, 18 by 26 inches,
on solid pine £illing 18 and 20
inches thick.

The J. M. WHITE is the two hund-
red and seventy-sixth boat built
by the Howards, and their crowning
effort. She is the fourth boat
they have built for Captain Tobin.
The contract was signed on the
12th of June, 1877, and prepara-
tions immediately made to commence
the work. A large force of ship
carpenters was constantly employed
from the date of the contract, and
all through the winter. She was
launched on the 3rd of April, was
taken over the falls on May 3rd,
and steamed out of the Ohio in the
latter part of June, receiving her
finishing touches at Paducah and
Cairo. Everything went smoothly
from the start; the elements fav-
ored her construction, and good
luck seemed to attend every move-
ment.

Great care was taken in the se-
lection of timber. The oak was
from West Virginia, the pine from
Pennsylvania, and the heavy cylin-
der timbers, wheel-house chocks,
&c., were from Scott County, Ind.
In her construction there were
120,000 pounds of hog-chain iron
used, in addition to driftbolts,
spikes and other fastenings, which

iron was made of an extra quality,
and especially for the purpose.
Her model 1is faultless, with a
shape fair at every point, round
knuckles, and water-lines to cause
the least resistance and give her
buoyancy when being driven. Her
draft of water is six and a half
feet in light running trim and she
is calculated to carry 10,000
bales of cotton. The hull, ship
carpenter outfit, iron work, boil-
er deck frame, side houses, bag-
gage and mess rooms, painting, &c.
were by Howard & Co. of Jefferson-
ville.
THE CABIN, TEXAS, &c.

The work of building the cabin
was commenced August 16, 1877, and
finished June 13, 1878. The de-
signs and plans were made one year
before it was contracted for, and
after the contract was made the
plans were revised and new ones
made. It took from ten to forty
men constantly employed, with the
aid of a large lot of machinery
invented for the purpose of gett-
ing out work for steamboat cabins,
ten months to complete the massive
work. A part of this cabin was
built by the Howards. Messrs.
Bell, Coggeshall & Hillerich, of
this city, built the cabin entire,
including the pantry, barber shop,
texas, pilothouse, railings, &c.,
boiler deck, and all the cabin and
forward stairs, and the stairs
from the aft cabin to the nursery.

The boiler deck is 280 feet long
and 18 feet high and 95 feet wide,
over all; area of boiler deck is
20,000 square feet.

The main cabin is 19 feet wide,
233 feet long, 13 feet high in the
clear on each side of the cabin;
staterooms 8 x 10 and 9 x 10 to
aft of the wheels, and from there
aft the rooms are 9 x 14, and the
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two aft rooms, which are the bri-
dal chambers, are 12 x 14; all the
rooms are 9 feet high. Office and
bar 10 x 12, with octagonal domes
over each, 4 feet diameter, 8 feet
high, each one with eight skylight
sashes, and a chande%ier in each

one making on each side of the
cabin  twenty-three lengths of
rooms and one length for chimney-
hole, making in all twenty-four

inside stateroom doors on a side,
and a half circle hall forward of
the cabin, 17 by 30 feet. The
floor is laid with carpet.

Immediately aft of the ladies'
cabin there is a hall with twelve
large windows around the stern,
the hall being 17 by 46 feet, and
13 feet high, fitted up for a la-
dies' private parlor, all of the
twelve windows with ornamented
glass, and made so as to open, to
take a view of the surroundings.

Immediately forward of  each
wheelhouse on the boiler deck
guards are barber shop and pantry,
each 17 x 36 feet, 13 feet high.
The one on the starboard is divid-

ed up into pantry, 17 x 23 feet,
dish-washing room, 7% x 17 feet,
and stairway to the cook-house,

which 1is below the boiler deck.
The pantry is finished off in sol-
id black walnut £floor, also the
shelving and dish cupboards are
walnut, ceiling paneled and brack-
ets.

The one on the larboard side is
divided up into a barber shop 17 x
22 feet, and 13 feet high, bath-
room 7% x 7, and water closet al-
so, stairway to storeroom below
the boiler deck.

The floor of the barber shop is
laid with walnut and sugar-tree
flooring 2% inches wide, alterna-
tely, sides finished in panelwork,
columns and ceiling paneled, with
brackets overhead and pendant

drops.

The boiler deck guards, aft of
the wheels, 25 feet wide by 60
feet long, with rails made of

turned balusters and stanchions.

Boiler deck guards forward 15 x
140 feet with turned balusters and
stanchions.

Forward of the cabin is an open
space on the boiler deck 30 x 60
feet for passengers. One £flight
of stairs to the hurricane roof on
each side forward of the side-
houses, and one flight of stairs
on each side on the aft guards to
the hurricane roof.

The texas is 180 feet long, 23
feet wide, containing a hall for
the Captain, 9 x 22, and two quar-
ters of the circle forward, and
one room on each side of the hall
6 feet 2 by 8 feet aft of the Cap-
tain's hall. Hall for the offi-
cers, 9 by 27, with four rooms on
a side, b by 6-2, and a 3-foot
passage on each side aft of the
officer's hall, Hall for colored
passengers 9 feet wide and 92 feet
long, and 14 rooms on each side,
5 feet 9 inches by 6 feet 2 inch-
es, and one room on each side 8
by 6 feet 2 inches, which are the

bridal chambers, and one passage
on each side 3 feet 6 inches wide

and aft of the colored passengers

hall. Hall for boys, 9 x 27 feet,
and two quarters of the aft circle
with four rooms on a side 5 feet 6
inches by 6 feet 2 inches, and
center bunks; accommodations to
bed 32 boys at one time. The two
side guards are three feet wide,
and forward of the Captain's hall
the guards are seven feet wide,
lower and upper rails turned, ban-
nisters and stanchions similar to
the boiler deck rails, like those
before mentioned.
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Four sets of stairs on each side

from the hurricane deck to the
texas and skylight roof, walnut
rails and balusters all around;
one set of steps on the starboard

guard from deck to the roof of the
texas for passengers to go up to
the pilothouse.

The pilothouse is 15 feet 6
inches square, 17 feet 6 inches
high to roof, 23 feet high to the
top of the rails on top. Inside
paneled
ed and

and molded; outside panel-
molded,

and cornice and

WATER URN
0ddly enough Will S. Hays does not give this very

elaborate silver water-cooler a
The scene is in the main cabin at the
He notes

his account.
forward entranceway.

furnished by Wrampelmeier
Please note the silver goblets
on the marble top of the stand
chain,

lets it go at that.
with handles parked
and secured with

they were used by all
them.

floor, a parquetry of

The ornate bulkheading defies description,

rave paragraph in
that the stand was
& Co., Louisville, and

the inference being that

comers but let's not steal
Here also we have a glimpse of the elaborate
various hardwood designs.

and at

top right we see the forward skylight bulkhead with
windows in it--such scandalous ostentation!



MAIN STAIRWAY

Colonel Hays notes

curves at

deck, a curved flight taking u
stairs,'

platform. '"Over the

that these
the forecastle to a landing, ten
"turned ash and walnut balusters."
the landing and continues to the boiler

stairs run up from
feet wide and with
The walnut rail

side of the
Hays, "is a

each
says

handsome signboard, with the name of the boat upon

it, hung to
ceiling."
"with scroll capitals."

two scroll pendants, overhead from the
Also note two of the four turned columns
Some idea

of the size of

all of this can be gained by noting the two gentle-

men in the foreground.

cCOTrners finished with scroll
brackets. Pilotwheel 11 feet in
diameter.

Beneath the texas floor under
guard rim, around the guard at the
head of guard stanchions, large
scroll-fringe brackets are hung
from stanchion to stanchion.

The forward stairs from the main
deck to the boiler deck are made
in one straight flight ten feet
wide to the platform, and from
platform to boiler deck two curved
wings six feet six inches wide,
ends of steps boxed in and heavy
turned ash and walnut balusters,

with continued walnut rail. All
the stairs are made of ash and
walnut.

At the foot and in the curve of
the stairs are set four large
turned columns, two at each side,
reaching to the ceiling of the

boiler deck, with scroll capitals,
and over stairs a handsome sign-
board, with the name of the boat
upon it, 1is hung to two scroll
pendants, overhead from ceiling.

All around the stairs on the
boiler deck is sheathed with wal-
nut and sugar-tree, two and a half
inches alternate strips.
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stateroom doors and
by B. C. & H.,
V. Escott &

The inside
panels were made
and veneered by J.
Sons, in walnut.

The style of the architecture in
the cabin will have to be seen to
have an idea of it, as it is mnot
taken out of the books; nor was it
got up to be like anything that
has ever been built before. It
was not intended to follow any or-
der of architecture in the build-
ing of it. It is an original idea
of Mr. Thomas Bell's, who planned
the cabins of the following boats:
ROBT. E. LEE (new), FRANK PARGOUD,
RUTH, JOHN T. MOORE, CITY OF HELE-

NA, CITY OF VICKSBURG, CITY OF
CHESTER, GRAND TOWER, BELLE MEM-
PHIS, JAMES HOWARD, BELLE LEE,
SEMINOLE, LESSIE  TAYLOR, BEN
FRANKLIN, and helped to plan and
build 137 other cabins.

Mr. Samuel Coggeshall, who su-

perintended the work of building
the cabin, has been a cabin build-
er forty years, and understands
his business. The firm built,
from 1851 to 1878, one hundred and
sixty three cabins, and are at
work on more.

ENGINES, BOILERS, ETC.

The engines and machinery are
the best ever built in the West,
with wrought-iron cranks, shafts,
and tee heads turning immense wat-
er-wheels of 44 feet diameter,
with 19 feet length of buckets,
each 8 feet wide. The main or

driving engines have horizontal
cylinders, each 43 inches in dia-
meter, with 11 feet stroke, the

pistons so adjusted so as to offer
the least possible friction while
exerting a driving power equal to
1,500 horses to each water-wheel.

She has a battery of ten steel
boilers, each 42 inches in diame-
ter and 34 feet in length, with 2
return flues 16 inches in diameter
in each. The steam pressure per
square inch allowed by the U.S.
Inspector 1is 178 pounds, with all
requirements of safety wvalves,
water guages, guage cocks, fusible
alloy plugs, etc. The doctor, or
water-supply engine, is the larg-
est and best ever applied, with
steam cylinder 14 inches diameter,
hot-water pumps 8% inches diame-
ter, cold-water pumps 9% inches in
diameter, and the heaters 42 inch=-
es in diameter.

Two powerful steam pumps, known
as donkey engines, are also on the
boat, to be used in case of fire,
or as wrecking pumps in case of
springing a leak, each having a
steam cylinder ten inches in dia-
meter, and water cylinders five
inches in diameter, sufficient to
either flood the hold in a few
moments or pump out the water in
the hold. Two large siphon pumps
are also furnished the boat, which
together with doctor, donkey, cap-
stan and freight-hoisting engines,
steam and water pipes, make the
WHITE the best provided boat a-
float. The chimneys are seventy-
five inches in diameter and eighty
-six feet in extreme height. Five
steam whistles are arranged for
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CABIN - J. M. WHITE

The 233-foot length passenger
cabin of the WHITE was 19 feet
wide, had 24 doors on each side,
and was the conception of Thomas
Bell who "had helped to plan and
build 151 steamboat cabins" up
until 1878. The actual building
of it was done by Samuel Cogges-
hall who in the period 1851-1878
had built 163 such cabins. In

view are the seven sixteen-burn-

er gold-gilt chandeliers from
Cornelius & Co., Philadelphia.
"They are of Egyptian design,
and are acknowledged to be the
most costly and elegant of any
vessel in the United States."
As can plainly be seen, they
use coal oil lamps. The WHITE
had no electricity. The view is
taken from the ladies' cabin
looking forward.

MIRROR IN LADIES' CABIN

"The large mirror in the la-
dies' cabin is of mammoth pro-
portions, the fine French plate
being 5% by 7% feet. The frame
is pure Gothic in style, very
massive, with solid carvings,
the whole finished in burnished
and dead gold with panels of e-
bony relief." Note the antima-
cassars or tidies on every chair
in sight. The aft stateroom
door 1is entrance to one of the
bridal chambers, of which there
were two. Two other bridal
chambers were in the texas for
black newlyweds.

L
!




the purpose of signals, etc. be-
tween engineer and pilot. The en-
tire machinery and connections was
under contract, the work of Ains-
lee, Cochran & Co., who have ex-
celled all previous efforts. The
sheet-iron work was by Wm. Weir,
the copper work outfit by Bridge-
ford & Co., the boilers by Jos.
Mitchell, the bells and brass work
by Wm. Kaye.

STAINED GLASS

One of the most attractive fea-
tures of the floating palace is
the stained glass furnished from
the establishment of Wm. F. Blum,
and adds fresh laurels to his name
as an artist in his line. The
glass was made from original de-
signs expressly drawn for the boat
by Mr. Blum, and is unique and en-
tirely different from any that
ever has been put on any other
steamboat. It is not only adapted
as an ornament, but adds with its
mellow tints to the brilliancy of
the gilding and general outfit of
the cabin. All gaudy and flashy
colors have been avoided, and what
has been done heretofore; rich e-
namel colors were only used. The
skylight is very chaste in drawing
and execution, one of the main
features being the statuary and
antique busts in the center of
each light. The statues are paint-
ed in pearly gray on a blue ground
inclosed by a wreath of ivy in
gray on a white ground, the whole
light surrounded by a border in
purple and gold. The busts are on
a pink ground, inclosed with laur-
el, the border blue and gold. The
front of the cabin is beautiful,
being fitted up with twelve doors,
all filled with stained glass in
blue, purple and gold of original
design, each pane being variegated
in colors and ornamentations. The
recess, windows and doors aft of
the ladies' cabin, are filled with
stained glass, and such as has
never been seen upon any steam-
boat. The doors of the ladies'
cabin are of plate glass richly
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ABOVE

Taken on the starboard
boiler deck guard looking
forward. First objects
to catch the eye are the
cuspidors (spittoons, to
use the wvernacular) in
military array. A tradi-
tion has it that the man
in coattails reading the
paper was one of the bet-
ter known gamblers of the
region.

LEFT
The J. M. WHITE moored
at New Orleans unloading
cotton. Off to the right
is an Anchor Line side-
wheeler.
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etched and embossed after original
designs, representing spring and
summer. Blum has certainly eclip-
sed himself in doing the work on
the WHITE.

LOOKING-GLASSES, GILDING, ETC.

J. V. Escott & Sons have com-
pleted on the J. M. WHITE the most
elaborate and great amount of work
they have ever undertaken for any
boat, comprising the veneered work
on panels of cabin and staterooms

Looking aft
texas

and sampson-post to the left.

along the
and pilothouse to the right and 'scape pipe

and other doors, gilding of cabin,
mirrors, office and bar-room fur-
niture and fittings and the fine
wainscoting and paneled walls of
the bridal chambers. A novel fea-
ture of the finish of the cabin is
the veneered sunk panels, which
are laid in the finest rosewood
and walnut burl, and richly pol-
ished, which are not only beauti-
ful in themselves, but present a
handsome contrast and relief to
the usual monotonous white. The

HALE
ik A

starboard roof with the

The size and beauty

of that 'scape pipe is really something in itself.

Please also note the
the roof to the
our mind are one of

the boat.

walnut
texas guard--these stairways to

the more dazzling features of
The pilothouse was entered by ascending

stairs leading from

the stairs seen on the texas guard, then through a

door in the aft end of the pilothouse.

the BETSY ANN's hull.
sampson-post, which will

Note that the guys leading

was longer than
standing alongside the
aid your perspective.

That texas
A man is

forward to the smokestacks are made of'round.irgn
fitted with turnbuckles--you can see this again in

the picture of the pilothouse.
directed to the liberal use

tention is
acorns.

Larry Walker's at-
of wooden

doors are veneered with the choic-
est French burl walnut, and with
root ash and ebony, the panel be-

ing elaborately engraved in gold
with wvarious artistic designs.
This treatment of the doors is

novel and was first designed by
Messrs. Escott & Sons for the J.
M. WHITE. The gilding of the cab-

in is very full and graceful, mak-
ing it present an appearance of
palatial magnificence. The large
mirror in the ladies' cabin is of
mammoth  proportions, the fine
French plate being 5% by 7% feet.
The frame is pure Gothic in style,
very massive, with solid carvings,
the whole finished in burnished
and dead gold with panels in ebony
relief. The design is original.
The mirrors in the hallways and
barbershop are of carved and ve-
neered walnut, handsome and appro-
priate.

The office and bar-room are fit-
ted up 1in very elaborate style,
the turniture being of walnut,
satin-wood and French burl, richly
engraved and gilded, and trimmed
with handsome hardware, the whole
being arranged in most convenient

manner.

Another novel feature 1is the
finish of the bridal chambers, the
walls of which are beautifully

paneled, the one in mahogany and
satinwood and the other rosewood
and satinwood, each panel being
inlaid with various colored woods,
together with graceful engraving
illuminated with gold and colors--
the whole far surpassing in style
and workmanship anything of the
kind heretofore attempted.

CABIN FURNITURE

The costly and elegant furniture
in the ladies' cabin was made ex-
pressly for the boat by J. Ziegler
& Co. of New York, each plate be-
ing appropriately monogrammed and
exquisitely carved. It 1is solid
rosewood, and trimmed in the most
costly and beautiful of materials.
Nothing finer could be made.

The furniture for the bridal
chambers--two in the main cabin
and two in the colored cabin, in-
cluding all of the staterooms on
the boat, the Captain's room, pan-
try, barbershop--was furnished by
Wrampelmeier & Co. of this city,
and consists of twenty-two oiled
walnut French dresser suites,
handsomely veneered with French
walnut veneer, and having large,
elegant French plate mirrors for
staterooms. One fine, oiled wal-
nut "Queen Anne'" suite and one
fine oiled walnut "East Lake"
suite, both handsomely gilded and
veneered, and having large, ele-
gant French plate mirrors £for the
bridal chambers; four fancy satin
chairs for the bridal chambers;
one fine oiled walnut French dres-
ser, and two lounges in French mo-
quette for the Captain's room;
two fine barber chairs; one fine
water cooler stand for the main
hall; one fine water cooler stand
of ladies' and

for rear cabin,
other furniture too numerous Gto
mention. There are fourteen rooms



with double bedsteads, eight of
which have trundle beds beneath

them. In the gentlemen's cabin
there are six rooms containing
double bedsteads. The remaining

thirty-four rooms have elegant up-
per and lower berths in them. The
texas 1is furnished in keeping
with the main cabin in all res-
pects.

CARPETS, LINENS, ETC,

The carpets are superbly grand,
being from the house of A. T.
Stewart & Co. of New York, and se-
lected regardless of expense, but
with an eye to taste and beauty,
by Col. Thompson Dean of New York.
Those in the main and in the la-
dies' cabins are Axminster---the
most costly and elegant made.
Those in the rooms are Axminster,
Moquette and Wilton of wvarious
patterns, no two being alike.
Those in the texas and colored
cabin are alike elegant.

The linens, table covers, etc.
are costly and elegant.

CHANDELIERS

There are seven sixteen-burner
gold-gilt chandeliers in the main
cabin. In the office, bar, pant-
ry and barbershop there is in each
one a four-burner. In the officer
hall in the texas there is a fine
chandelier, four burners, and in
the colored cabin there are three
very handsome ones. These were
furnished by Cornelius & Co.,
Philadelphia, and were designed
expressly for the WHITE. They are
made of fine brass, highly polish-
ed, and then the surface is cover-
ed with pure gold. They are all
of Egyptian design, and are ack-
nowledged to be the most costly
and elegant on any vessel in the
United States.

FINE BOILER STEEL
The battery of ten boilers on
board the WHITE were made by Jos.
Mitchell, of this city, and are
the only all-steel boilers in use

e T ———

ABOVE

A view of the purser's office at
the right, starboard side, forward
in the gentlemen's cabin. The wat-
er cooler shows at extreme left.
This gives an idea of the height of
the skylights and a rather sketchy
glimpse of William F., Blum's fancy
skylight glasses where we may bet-
ter imagine than see the "statuary
and antique busts in the center of
each light...the whole light sur-
rounded with a border of purple and
gold." The framed sign at the of-
fice deck says BILLS TAKEN ON COL-
LECTION - NOT C.0.D. Purser Alex
McVay probably was sitting in one
of these chairs at 10:15 p.m., Dec.
14, 1886 when the ringing of the
roof bell alerted him to rush out
on the guard, where he saw that the
boat was afire. G. Wash Floyd, one
of the boat's clerks, lost his life
in the blaze while assisting pas-
sengers. He was brother to the
wife of Capt. W. B, Donaldson who
built the GREAT REPUBLIC. His body
later was found and returned to
Pittsburgh for burial.
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steamboat in the country.
We mean by this that the shells
and heads are both made of the
same material, furnished by Park
Brothers & Co., manufacturers of
black diamond crucible cast-steel
at Pittsburgh, and have a branch
house in Cincinnati. It has been
but a few years past since steel
shells for boilers were introduced
upon  our Western and Southern
steamboats, but the manufacture of
such steel as is made by this firm
for boiler purposes has worked a
wondrous change in favor of steel
boilers; hence it is that all of
the fine, fast boats built recent-

on any

ly are wusing Park Brothers' cru-
cible steel, and the more it is
brought into use the better the
boilers are liked. The WHITE cer-
tainly has the best battery ever
made of steel or from this coun-
try.

SHEET-IRON WORK
Wm. Weir, of this city, did the

sheet-iron work, and a splendid
job he made of it. The chimneys
are 75 inches in diameter, and 80
feet high above the roof, with
heavy moldings at top and leaves
each seven feet long. They were
made of No. 10 iron and weigh
28,448 pounds. From the top of
the leaves to the water is 115
feet. The entire outfit around
the boilers, including breeching,
heaters, 'scape pipes and other
sheet-iron work done by Weir,
weighed nearly 88,000 pounds, be-
ing more than 30,000 pounds in ex-
cess of that ever used on any oth-

er boat built around the falls.
Her chimneys and 'scape pipes are
beauties.

SILVERWARE AND CUTLERY
The Gorham Manufacturing Company
of New York have certainly eclips-
ed themselves in furnishing this

splendid boat with her outfit of
It is of original de-

silverware.

g0 Y
'Way back when, about 1914-1915,
available to collectors.
25¢ from Richard L. Hunster, Cincinnati,

and bought one of each, an investment whic
studying them never dulled.

sign, massive in its structure and
beautiful te behold. It is of
solid nickel, triple-plated in
silver and every piece monogram-
med "J.M.W." That for use in the
colored cabin is white metal,
heavily plated, and, altogether,
there is nothing to compare with
this part of her outfit on any
boat or any hotel in the country.

CHINAWARE
The rich and elegant French
chinaware was manufactured ex-

pressly for the boat by Haviland &
Company of France. Every piece is
handsomely ornamented and appro-
priately monogrammed.

The white china, cut and pressed
glassware, silver-plated ware,
table cutlery, decorative and
plate toiletware, japanned goods,
etc. were furnished by J. Dol-
linger & Company of this city, and
are fine indeed.

You could buy it post card size for 5¢ or 6%

this was the only picture of the J, M. WHITE

x 8% for

We cast all caution to the four winds
h turned out well,
We knew nothing---total zero---about the WHITE save

for the pleasure of

that she was built at the Howards who occasionally bragged of the accomplishment

in Waterways Journal ads.
studio on the second floor of the
called on him, showed him our WHITE
would charge to create a large representation on
undivided attention,

fine day we

gave us his
post card with him.

"I might take this on as a
and then added pointedly, "but don't get up

talked man to man,

An artist of some note, about that time, had set up a
Sewickley Valley Trust Company building.

One

post card, and inquired what he
canvas in full oil colors. He
and suggested we leave the
part time project," he
any high hopes."

said,
Not long there-

after this artist packed up bag and baggage and went to Texas where he won fame

and fortune painting desert scenes around El Paso.

ing of the WHITE but, having an active imagination,
ing there on the wall,
the best painting ever created.
widow returned our post card saying she

with our name on it.

suitably framed,

One day after the artist died
had found it among her husband's things
The above picture is made from that post card.

We didn't get the oil paint-
we often dreamed of it hang-
in all its glory---for it

seemed to us
(he had t.b.) his



CONCERT GRAND PIANO

This was also the selection of
Col. Thompson Dean. It is a full
Concert Grand, elegantly carved,
and was made by Chickering & Com-
pany, New York. It was one of the
two Grand pianos exhibited in the
great Centennial Exposition, and
which was awarded a flattering
testimonial besides the prize
medal. It is a masterpiece of
workmanship.

STOVES, TINWARE, COPPER WORK
The copper steam pipes, fire de-
partment and copper work general-
ly, galvanized and sheet-iron
work, cooking ranges and all cook-

ing wutensils, such as tinware,
saucepans, &c., iron pipe for en-
gines, the beautiful "Garland"
heating stove for the cabin, all

of the very best material that is
made, were furnished by Bridgeford
& Company of this city.

UPHOLSTERY FITTING, &c.

The elegant carpets were cut,
fit, made and put down by Messrs.
Schupp & Schmidt of this city.
They also furnished the elegant
spring mattresses for the entire
boat, being one spring and one
hair. The entire job was complete
in all of its respects.

PAINTING

The job of painting the boat was
the work of Howard & Company, sup-
erintended by Williams. It 4s
certainly one of the best jobs
ever accomplished wupon any boat,
and gives the WHITE an almost
spotless appearance of purity in
her robe of white.

WOOD CARPETS
The beautiful wood carpets in the
main hall and at the gangways are
of a tasty pattern, and were put
down by the Grosscock Company.
They are serviceable and fine.

CURTAIN GOODS
W. H. McKnight & Company of this
city certainly kept pace with the
elegance of the cabins and rooms
in furnishing elegant
curtains.

WROUGHT-IRON WORK
This is a splendid job, and was
done by the De Lancey Forge and
Iron Company, of Buffalo. Howard
& Company did the general work in
this line.

HAIR MATTRESSES
Every berth on the boat is sup-
plied with the very best of mat-
tresses furnished by J. Zeigler &
Company of New York.

RIGGING, SHIP CHANDLERY
These entire were furnished by
Woolfolk & Company of this city,

and costly

and reflects credit wupon their
house in this city.
BOOKS

The elegant books were
R. W. Meredith & Company of
city.

made by
this

NOTES

The weight of her machinery is

100 tons, the weight of each shaft
and wheel being 50 tons.

The bridal chambers in

dies' cabin are the

the la-
finest in A-
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Wouldn't we give a red barn to know the identity

of the two pilots in this pilothouse!

For all we

know they may be John Stout and Bob Smith who had

to scramble down stanchions and
the WHITE burned.

to save themselves when
sitting here

admiring that
gold-leafed carved letters J. M. WHITE.

jump in the river
We're
nameboard with its
And don't

ever forget the final period, a custom dating back
to early days; no matter where the boat's name ap-
peared it always had that period at the end. These

nameboards were

tering backgrounded dark blue
special

case black) with a
paint while it was tacky.

merica.

Her beautiful set of colors was
made by Woolfolk & Co. and was a
handsome present from Capt. Sam §.
Brown of Pittsburgh.

All the outfit purchased in New
York and the East for the boat was
the selection of Col. Thompson
Dean, of New York, who displayed
most excellent taste and good
judgment in his selections.

The officers of the boat eat and

clear-stock white pine, the let-

or black (in this
sand sifted over the

the texas. Meals are
the colored passengers
In other
two ca-

sleep in
served to
in the colored cabin.
words, the WHITE sports
bins.

Hot and
rooms.

Bell, Coggeshall & Hellerich us-
ed up 170,000 feet of pine, pop-
lar, ocak, ash, yellow pine, walnut
and sugar-tree lumber in building
the cabin.

cold water in the bath-
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The WHITE is the only Western or
Southern boat that has wrought-
iron tee heads.

She has as much power as two-
thirds of the wvessels that cross
the Atlantic Ocean--3,400 horses.

She 1is the only boat in the
country with all-steel boilers. We
mean shells and heads.

She has ten engines on board.
With 110 pounds of steam
made 17 revolutions per minute.

The big bell weighs 2,880 pounds
and was made in New Albany.

It is 10 feet from her engine
throttles to the main deck.

CONCLUSION

In the foregoing we have given
but a disjointed description. To
write in detail all the points
concerning this magnificent struc-
ture would require more time and
space than we are allowed. Suf-
fice to say she is undoubtedly the
model steamboat of America. For
speed, beauty, finish, outfit and
elegance we are firm in our opin-
ion that her equal does not float

she

anywhere.

Her general appearance 1is that
of ease and grace. Her beutifully
modeled hull, wupon which sits

robed, as it were, in snowy white,
one of the handsomest and grace-
fully designed cabins we ever have
beheld, surmounted with beautiful

chimneys and stately wheelhouses,
makes her look like "monarch of
all she surveys," a thing of

beauty and a proud monument living
to win honor, fortune and fame for

the man to whom she looks with
pride as her proud master, Capt.
John W. Tobin.

Proud monster of the Sunny South,
Go, bearing proud they name;

May every trip you make for John
Add fortune to his fame.

--Will S. Hays

= ¥

o=

. ‘.WHITB[ J!_ |

HOE
My retired mailman friend in
Natchez, Truman C. Holmes, told me
in a letter dated 1936, when he
was 77, the following:

"I believe, as many did, that if
the J, M. WHITE could have made
the- run from New Orleans to St.
Louis she would have bettered the
LEE's time some five or six hours.
Once on a regular business run, on
October 23, 1881, the WHITE ran
from New Orleans to Baton Rouge,
then figured 130 miles, in eight
hours 5 minutes, including time
lost on account of a stage boom
breaking and falling into the riv-
er, and also she had landed at
Donaldsonville. That was 20 min-
utes better than the LEE made it
when racing the NATCHEZ. I was on
the WHITE with Uncle Curt Holmes
one evening. We left New Orleans
at  5:40 p.m. by my watch. She
whistled for her first landing at
12:40 a.m. and I went out fully
expecting to see her at Donaldson-
ville, but was amazed to see the
old State House at Baton Rouge in-
stead.

"Often in the advertisements in
the New Orleans newspapers, the
WHITE was noted with Capt. John W.
Tobin, master, and Curt Holmes,
clerk. Uncle Curt was actually
the master a good part of the time
the WHITE ran. He was mnot very

popular, being brusque and out-
spoken by disposition. No, Uncle
Curt was not a diplomat. Some of

the big planters expected bowing
and scraping aboard the WHITE, and
usually got it, but Uncle Curt did
not, and could not, do that.

"One time there was a disagree-
ment about freight rates between
the principals in the Vicksburg
trade. Capt's Tobin and Cannon
were in accord but were unable to
convince T. P. Leathers. The up-
shot was

that Captain Tobin put

et i S 7T T S S &

the J. M. WHITE in the Vicksburg
trade on the same schedule as the
NATCHEZ. That meant leaving New
Orleans Saturday, and the NATCHEZ
usually arrived at Natchez on Sun-
day evening about 8 or 9 o'clock.
While the WHITE was on her tail,
the NATCHEZ was getting there at
2:30 to 3 p.m. Sundays. There was
great excitement all the way to
Vicksburg while this rivalry con-
tinued as you can imagine. The
WHITE on one occasion at least was
held at New Orleans with Captain
Tobin trying to persuade Leathers
to first depart so the WHITE could
overtake the NATCHEZ under way.
Captain Leathers did depart and
up along the Sugar Coast he looked
back to see the WHITE gaining. He
knew his boat was about to take a
licking so he ‘answered a hail'
and put his boat to the bank while
the WHITE went by."

The first harbinger of trouble
for the J. M. WHITE happened even
as she left Cairo on her maiden
trip to New Orleans. It was in
that vicinity that she met the up-

bound towboat JOHN PORTER, with a
crew of sick men, carrying the
scourge of yellow fever to Ohio

River cities, notably Gallipolis.
The WHITE arrived in the southland
just as New Orleans was having an

epidemic, with 27,000 cases and
more than 4,000 deaths.
A couple of years later Mark

Twain visited in New Orleans root-
ing out material to pad out a book
he was writing, "Life On the Mis-
sissippi." He was wined and dined
and escorted 54 miles below Canal
Street on a tug and after ﬁetting
back he said he had seen "a num-
ber of decayed, ramshackly, super=-
annuated old steamboats." We have
never quite forgiven his escorts
for not taking their celebrated
visitor to the J. M. WHITE, or to
the JOHN W. CANNON, or the ED.
RICHARDSON. Mark mneeded fodder
for his book the worst sort of way
and his own description of the
WHITE=-=--good or bad==-=would have
sent a glow down our spine much
more than the three or four pages
of his palaver about the spirit
world.

The yellow fever scourge, reces-
sion, hard times, changing times,
and the WHITE never did bring down
a banner cotton trip. Instead of
10,000 bales she more often had
about half that load, and when
cotton wasn't moving she more of-
ten was stabled at shore, idle,
and when she did run it was for
the exercise, to keep her limbered
up.

A mnews flash went
wires from Memphis under the date
line of December 14, 1886. "It is
currently rumored here that the
elegant steamer J. M. WHITE, runn-
ing between Vicksburg and New Or-
leans, burned at an early hour
this morning near Baton Rouge, La.
and that fifty lives were lost.

"At 10:55 o'clock a.m., the loss
of the WHITE has been confirmed.
She burned to the water's edge at
11 o'clock last night while lying
at the bank near Bayou Sara, and

out on the



about sixty lives were lost, con-

sisting largely of women and
children. The meager details were
received here over the wires of

the Louisville, New Orleans & Tex-
as railroad."

Later that day in respomse to
urgent appeals from wvalley news-
paper editors for "MORE" the de-
tails were wired from New Orleans.

"The steamer J. M. WHITE, down-
bound from Vicksburg to New Or-
leans, burned at 10 o'clock last
night at Blue Store, Point Coupee,
30 miles above Baton Rouge. She
had quite a mnumber of passengers
aboard, 2,000 bales of cotton and
6,000 sacks of seed. Several
lives are reported lost but the
captain telegraphed that only one
life is known to be lost. The boat
and cargo are a total loss. The
steamer, which cost $225,000, was
considered by many as the finest
and fastest boat ever run on the
Mississippi River. The boat was
valued at $100,000, and the cargo
at $90,000. The insurance on the
boat 1is 520,000 and the cargo is
undoubtedly fully covered by in-
surance.

"When the WHITE took fire she
was lying at Point Coupee taking
on cotton. She had on board 3,500
bales and 8,000 sacks of seed.
This makes the cargo's value some
$150,000.

"Thomas Barry, second
of the J. M. WHITE was
when the fire broke out in the
cotton amidship. For a time he
thought he had the fire under con-
trol, but it finally gained such
headway that nothing could be done

engineer
on duty

MRASIRE ~ranre
0 JIMWHI

s

:-_";: o

with it.
fire then spread so

Barry states that the
rapidly that

the boat was wrapped in flames in
a short time. He thinks there
were ten or twelve lives lost, in-

cluding a colored fireman and two
colored chambermaids. Barry also
reports the loss of G. Wash Floyd,
one of the clerks. Also lost, he
says, was the superintendent of
the Vidalia railroad, with his
wife and daughter, who were pas-
sengers. Barry knows mnothing of
the number of passengers aboard,
but thinks there were not many.
Evidences are accumulating to show

that there are many lives lost.
Some people place the number at
fifty.

"LATER ACCOUNT: The 'States'

has the following story based on
interviews with officers and crew:
The boat was landed to take on a
pile of cotton and there were be-

tween 35 and 40 roustabouts en-
gaged in the work when precisely
at 10:15 o'clock everybody was

startled by the 1loud ringing of
the bell by the watchman, Tom Mil-

ler. Immediately after the cry of
'Fire!' was taken up by twenty
voices. The blaze was discovered

by Thomas Barry, second engineer,
who, with his partner, Steven Jen-
the time.

ney, was on watch at
Barry gave the alarm, whereupon
watchman Miller rang the roof

bell.

"Chief engineer William McGreevy
was in bed, in the texas, when he
heard the roof bell. Awakened, he
jumped up and ran forward in the
texas to awaken his partner, John
Pallasier. They met in the texas
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hallway. They both escaped by
climbing down stanchions on the
starboard side, and got ashore.

"Meanwhile the on watch engi-
neers started the pumps and had
two hoses playing on the flames,
but it was not enough. They were

forced to run for their lives.

"The blaze originated on the
port side. Alex McVay, the head
clerk, said he 'was sitting at the
stove in the cabin.' The first
peal of the bell caused him to
rush to the guard where he saw the
flames. He returned to the office
and grabbed the cash box, and then
went down through the cabin bang-
ing on stateroom doors of the fif-
teen or eighteen passengers aboard
eight of whom were women. He a-
woke the second clerk, John Calla-
han, who came out on the double
and assisted getting the passen-
gers alerted. None of the passen-
gers had time to dress as the cab-

in was then filled with thick
smoke. Some rushed forward, and
others rushed aft. Among the lat-
ter was a gentleman recognized to
be the superintendent of the Vi-

dalia Southern
with his wife

railroad, together
and two daughters,
aged mnine and twelve. He threw
the two girls overboard into the
river and then both he and his
wife perished.

"The two pilots, John Stout and
Bob Smith, were both in the pilot~-
house, and both jumped in the riv-
er and saved themselves. On deck
were 30 or 40 roustabouts who had
come aboard at New Texas Landing
shortly before, and most of them
died.
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of the con-
an explosion

"During the height
flagration there was
which caused twenty or more bales
of burning cotton to be hurled
high in the air. They spun around
and dropped back into the river.

"The first part of the boat to
give away was the port wheelhouse,
and when it fell the flames swept
through the center of the boat.

"The steamer STELLA WILDS came
to the scene and loaded aboard the

survivors, a local packet which
plies between Natchez and Bayou
Sara. As she was backing out
three kegs of gunpowder in the

hold exploded and cotton and burn-
ing timbers were hurled every dir-
ection.

"Some of the survivors were tem-
porarily quartered in the St. Mor-
ris plantation. One of these was
the boat's barber, J. Denery. & ¢
do believe,' he related, 'that the
boat burned up in about fifteen
minutes after the first alarm was
given.""

Interest in the J. M. WHITE has
increased with the passing of the
years. Photographs of the boat
excite the interest of artists and

of all boat-minded persons. She
was the wultimate of cotton-type
side-wheelers built by craftsmen

who, with a backlog of experience,
leaped to the opportunity. What
they created in 1877-1878 at Jef-
fersonville in a relatively short
period of time, and at a cost ab-
surdly low as measured by modern
standards, could not be imitated

; ‘?é‘b‘}ﬁ"'t
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today at any price. Nor would an
operator in his right mind, even
if he had the money, want such a
boat in this age of numerous dams,
locks and bridges.

He wouldn't want her anyhow. The
WHITE was built to tote cotton and
seed, all cargo loaded and unload-
ed by manual labor. Her ten boil-
ers were coal-fired, and all of
that coal was brought aboard manu-
ally and stoked into the furnace
manually. Back-and-brawn made her
g0, the muscle supplied by blacks
at next-to-nothing wages. She was
wondrously created by skilled art-
izans, all planning predicated on
using brawny blacks to give her
life. She was a status symbol of
the South of that day and time.

Modern marine architects versed
in the mechanics of stress and
strain today could not imitate the
WHITE in steel, aluminum and al-
loys. By the time they built the
wide cotton guards of the main
deck (those on the WHITE overhun
the hull 22% feet on each side
they'd have her drawing 10 feet
light boat. Imagine a modern ar-
chitectural concept for supporting
those 50-ton paddlewheels with
little other than thin air to sup-
port the outboard journals--you
imagine it for we can't stand see-
ing a young architect cry. Those
guys who put up the WHITE's smoke-
stacks, weighing 28,448 pounds and
soaring 80 feet above the roof,
did the job without benefit of
shipyard cranes, working on a wood
deck. And they didn't drop any-
thing, either.

It may be of passing interest to
the modern river pilot to learn
that the WHITE was manually steer-
ed with an ll-foot pilotwheel and
wire cables and a single rudder.
She soared up the Mississippi on
black nights with no aids to navi-
gation (government lights were be-
ing placed during her early years)
and without an arc searchlight.

It fascinates us that today--now
--almost a century following the
deed of building the WHITE at
Jeffersonville--now another marine
superlative is being created with-
in gunshot of where the WHITE's
keel was laid. Except for blocks,
wedges and chocks these moderns
will use no wood. No, the cabins
will have no ash, walnut, cherry
or sugar-tree. They will be built
of metal and exotic fire-retardant
materials precisely as the detail-
ed drawings and specifications in-
dicate. Experts have figured all
of these things out.

The Howard Yard did a masterful
job on the J. M. WHITE in 1877 and
1878. The prize mistake was not
in how she was put together, but
in the fact that she was put to-
gether at all. She was built for
purposes very real in 1878 but
which, due to plague, adversity
and changing times, were less than

true before she was three years
old.
Let us conclude this narrative

by returning once again to our old
mailman Truman C, Holmes. In 1936
he wrote:

"The ROBT., E. LEE (second) and




the J. M. WHITE had whistles very
much alike; fine, deep, sonorous
whistles. But I always wished the
WHITE had been given the one from
the FRANK PARGOUD which was one’ of
the sweetest I ever heard--soft,
clear, and bell-like. The KATIE's
whistle I cannot recall. Neither
my father mnor Uncle Curt had any
use for the KATIE and I suppose
they passed this prejudice on to
me. There were three outstanding
whistles in those old days--the
MARY HOUSTON's was peculiar, not
much music to it, a shrill sort of
wailing note that could be heard a
longer distance than most, and so
distinctive that people who had no
ear for whistles knew it at once.
It also was on the NEW MARY HOUS-
TON later. Now the most outstand-
ing whistle was on the GOLDEN RULE
in the Cincinnati trade. It was
truly magnificent, very deep and
powerful, and sounded 1like a full
orchestra, or a full brass band
with all of the instruments blend-
ed into one full note. I used to
love to hear that boat whistle,
and often wonder what became of
the instrument."

THE NEW LOOK IN MARIETTA

The three pictures at the right
were taken by William E. Reed on
Sunday, Oct. 14, 1973 shortly be-
fore the dedication of the new
Ohio River Museum held that day.

The upper view was taken from
Front Street looking toward the
Muskingum River showing the half-
million dollar complex of three
buildings which house the river
exhibits. The main entranceway
is in the foreground structure.

The towboat W. P. SNYDER, JR.
was moved down to the new loca-
tion (center) as seen from the
vantagepoint of the Washington
Street bridge.

Also a mnew riverfront concrete
sign MARIETTA had been placed at
the steamboat landing that week.
Bill Reed's picture %lower) shows
it in relation to the Motor Hotel
Lafayette in the background.

The steam ferry EMILY shows up
on an old post card picture taken
when she was operating at St. Al-
bans on the Kanawha River. R. Je-
rome Collins of Nitro, W. Va. has
done some sleuthing and finds that
the log kept at old Lock #7 on the
Kanawha reports EMILY upbound on

Feb. 26, 1918. Other passages
were made as follow:

DOWN UP
3-19-18 11:30 a.m. 2:15 p.m.
3-27-18 11:50 a.m. 4:40 p.m,
4-10-18 8:00 a.m. 1:30 p.m.
4-26-18 11:15 a.m 3:05 p.m.

3= 3-19 10:35 a.m.

No other references occur after
that date.

We would assume that EMILY was
making occasional trips between
St. Albans and Nitro. During the
first World War an immense ord-
nance plant was operated at the
latter place. The name EMILY does
not show on the post card, but no
doubt it's her.
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Sirs: Just received my December
issue of S&D REFLECTOR and on page
33 the picture of the injector
caught my eye. I've had a bit of
experience with the cussed things,
and here is a cut-away drawing of
the innards of the English "Buffa-
lo" similar to the "Metropolitan"
shown in the S&D story.

SI1EAM

MOTANING =

"Boiler Operator's Guide'" gives
a fair description of the princi-
ple of the injector, quote:

"..they make use of an elongated
nozzle or venturi tube, so that
steam may feed water back against
its own pressure. Steam enters

one end of the venturi tube in a
jet; the vacuum produced around
this entering jet draws the feed

water to the jet chamber into the
steam flow. As the steam-and-wat-
er mixture passes through the re-
duced area of the throat of the
tube, a very high velocity of flow
is produced.

"The weight of the water content
in this steam-and-water mixture
attains sufficient momentum to
open the feed pipe check valve a-
gainst boiler pressure, water be-
ing thus fed to the boiler."

As to why injectors were not
popular on river steamboats, I'd
judge the reason to be the rela-
tive inneficiency, compared to a
pump. Injectors use quite a lot
of live steam. Also they feed in-
to the boiler rather large slugs

of not-so-hot water which reduces
the pressure rapidly. Whereas a
pump (and particularly the "doc-

tor'" pump rather than the duplex
direct acting type) uses the steam
more efficiently. As you know the
feed water passes through an ex-
haust heater in a small stream,
just enmough to hold a half-glass
of water constantly.

Wm. W. Willock, Jr.,
Route 1, Box 199,
Chestertown, Md. 21620

=Also we are indebted to Richard
T. Morris, 5803 Kim Valley Drive,
San Antonio, Texas 78242 for de-
tails about injectors which he ex-
tracted from Cole's Power Models
catalogue, from Rudel's Plumbers
and Steam Fitters Guide #3, and
from the New International Ency-
clopedia, 1903 editiom. Also he
sent details from Model Steam Lo-
comotive Construction, 1960, pub-
lished in England. -Ed.

Lin-

=Also our thanks to James A.

dgmann, 631 Twickenham Road, Glen-
side, Pa. 19038 who sends excerpts
from Heat Engines, published in
1931. Jim Lindemann assembled and
tested injectors at Schutte &
Koerting Co., Philadelphia, then a
young bench hand, 1934. He met a
good looking girl aboard the GOR-
DON C. GREENE during WW2 and she's
Mrs. Lindemann. -Ed.

=Thomas G. Rhodes, 290 Lake Ave.,
Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 12866 has
our thanks for a quotation from
Andel's '"Practical Engineering,"
1913 edition, explaining the in-
jector. He observes that the
steam launch OSPREY "which start-
ed this whole discussion," has an
auxiliary, "what appears to be a
little flywheel engine-driven
feed pump just aft of the main
engine." Amen to that; we also
saw 1it. Tom Rhodes says many
steam launches used a feed water
pump, and also had an injector on
stand-by.

"One other matter I would like
to point out," adds Tom Rhodes,
"is that there 1is at least one
steamboat organization still in
business with beginnings earlier
than 1821, the Lake George (N.Y.)
Steamboat Company." In the last
issue, page 44, we quoted the
text of a folder which claimed
that in 1924 the Louisville &
Cincinnati Packet Co. 'was the
oldest steamboat organization in
the world," dating back to 1821.
The Lake George Steamboat Co. was
first chartered in 1817. -Ed.

=Conrad Milster, chief engineer of
the Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N.
Y. 11205, sends us a five-pager
letter about injectors. Excerpts:

"Why bless you, sir! The injec-
tor was one of the most fiendish
devices ever installed in an en-
gineroom. While there can be but
little doubt that the injector
saved many a boiler from going up
through the decks (and the engi-
neer from his final reward), due
to low water when the regular feed
pumps failed, there is just a lit-
tle doubt that the malfunctioning
injector inspired more profanity
(both traditional and spontaneouss
than any other single piece of e-
quipment in a plant. While the
other machinery had nuts to ad-
just, piston rods to pry and valve
chests on which to play a ball-
peen hammer-tattoo, the injector
had no moving external parts sus-
ceptible to attack. The beast
would just sit there and spit out
hot water when it got cranky.

"The advantages of the injector
are several. It delivers hot wa-
ter to the boiler, requires mini-

mum maintenance as there are no
moving parts, operates indepen-
dently of the main engine, is

thermally more efficient than a
steam-driven engine, and is easier
on piping as there are mo pulsa-
tions as with a pump.

"However, there are also disad-
vantages. The feed-water must be
cold, for the operation of the in-
strument calls for condensation of
the steam; the volume of flow is
variable within certain limits and

AVAILABLE BACK ISSUES

We have in stock new copies of
the following back issues of the
S&D REFLECTOR @ $1.75 each while
they last, postpaid.

Vol., 1 #1

Vol. 2

vol. 3 #3 #4
Vol. & #1 #2

Vol. 5 #1 #2 #4
Vol. 6 #2 #3
Vol. 7 #2

Vol. 8 #1 #2 #3 #
Vol. 9 #1 #2 #3 #
Vol. 10 #1 #2 #3 #
Vol. 11 #1

Also copies of the 1l2-page story
"Incredible Journey" included free
with orders for three or more back
issues ($1 separately).

Direct your orders to
Capt. Frederick Way, Jr.,
121 River Ave.,
Sewickley, Pa. 15143

it is, therefore, not as controll-

able as a donkey pump; the feed
water must be clean and, if pos-
sible, soft to prevent the build-

up of scale
will in time
lems. It is

in the nozzles which
cause operating prob-
readily apparent that
the "diluted mud" formerly used by
many Western river boats as feed
water would not be a wvery palat-
able diet for the average injec-
tor. Further, the injector puts
the water in the boller "as 18,

while with a separate pump and
feed water heater there 1is at
least a chance for the bigger

"Jumps" to settle out before the
water goes into the boiler.

"] would suspect that these last
items were part of the reason,
combined perhaps with mnaturally
conservative engineering, that in-
jectors were seldom used on West-
ern river steamers. Like the rest
of a steamboat's power plant, the
doctor pump did the job that was
wanted and so there was little in-
centive to replace it with the
"French Squirt,' as the injector
was first called.

"Injectors came in all sizes to
fit boilers of any capacity from a
small upright donkey to those in
the 1000 hp. range. The size of
the smallest part of the delivery
cone, measured in millimeters, was
the usual method of sizing injec-
tors. Thus, a #6 injector had a
delivery cone with an inside dia-
meter of 6 mm. The steam and wa-
ter connections to injectors might
run from 2" or 3" pipe down to E"
Builders of scale model  steam
plants have also wused injectors
with bores of only several thous-
andths of an inch, handling quan-
tities as little as a fraction of
a pint per minute. You may be in-
terested to know that the model
injectors can be just as cranky as
the full-size ones."

=0ur thanks for the above present-
ed comments. The Western Rivers
"doctor" pump was so named, says
Thomas M. Rees, because some wit
remarked when he saw how well it
dég its job, "that's the doctorl"



Sirs: As a result of the Historic
Sites Act of 1935 and through the
National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966, several places along the
inland waterways have been listed
with the U.S. Dept. of the Inter-

ior on the National Register of
Historic Places. This is impor-
tant for their survival since

these locations are often found to
be desirable by "developers."

A Federal Advisory Council was
formed and this group acts as a
clearing house for historic pres-
ervation by preventing government
funds being wused to harm National

Register properties. Under the
law, any agency wanting to change
the quality of the registered

landmark must submit their plan to
the council for review and com-
ment. The Advisory Council's
strength comes in Section 106 of
the act which lets the council
rule against three types of alter-
ations:

a. Destruction or alteration of
all or part of a property;

b. Isolation from or
tion of
ment ;

c. Introduction of visual, aud-
ible, or atmospheric elements that
are out of character with the
property or its setting.

The Mississippi River System is
now dotted with properties that
enjoy the National Register's pro-
tection and limelight. The Ohio
River's very beginning at Point
Park, Pittsburgh, Pa., is a Na-
tional Historic  Landmark also
marking the site of the first per-
manent English settlement west of
the Appalachian Mountains.

altera-
its surrounding enviror-

There are several recent addi-
tions to the list to be found in
river towns. The old suspension

bridge at Wheeling has been added
to the register. It was the long-
est suspension bridge in the world
when built in 1848, and it is be-
lieved to be the oldest cable sus-
pension bridge. This past year the
Louisville Water Company's pumping
station, Louisville, Ky., was giv-
en similar status. This beautiful
Greek revival building is now
lighted at night and the standpipe
can be seen for several miles
downstream.

Ryman Auditorium (see June '72
issue), Nashville, Tenn., the for-
mer home of the Grand 0ld Opry, is
now listed. The St. Charles
streetcars in New Orleans were put
on the register this past summer
as being an historic place since
the 138-year-old line 1is thought
to be the world's oldest system in

continuous operatiom. San Fran-
cisco's cable cars were only one
hundred years old this past sum-

mer.
Often during DELTA QUEEN hys-

teria we overlooked the retired
steamer W. P, SNYDER, JR., Mari-
etta, 0., which is also on the

register and is described as being
a sternwheel "poolbcat” with ela-
borate hogchain support. Register
listings in St. Louis include the
GOLDENROD SHOWBOAT and Eads Bridge
and on April 10, 1972 the steamer
BELLE OF LOUISVILLE was placed on
the National Register of Historic
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MONONGAHELA RIVER LANDMARK DESTROYED BY FIRE

.......

The 130-year old George Jacobs home on the left bank of the
at Mile 73 was destroyed by fire shortly
before dawn on Sunday, November 18, 1973.

Monongahela River
a 37-acre tract

1930 until his death
cian
old brick homestead where he
sternwheeler SU-ANN.

Jacobs.

cation just opposite

It was located on

in Greene County, Pa. which was owned from
in 1959 by Arley W. Kisinger, a morti-
of Brownsville, Pa. who erected a marine ways near the
repaired and moored his stern-
wheel pleasure boat EUGENE, and later

rebuilt and moored his

The attractive brick house was built in
1843 by Capt. Elias Flenniken who sold it
Capt. Adam Jacobs built a
hill opposite, in Fayette County, and operated a
The side-wheel JAMES G. BLAINE was built
the George Jacobs' home, and the ferry

to Capt. George
summer home on the high
saw mill.
in 1882 at this lo-

which plied to-and-fro gave the place the name of Jacobs Fer-

ry.
ger, recalls that Capt. "Red

home.

J. William (Bill) Kisin%e

r, son of the late Arley Kisin-
Schletker used to tie the steam
sternwheel lighthouse tender GREENBRIER in front
"Also the showboats GOLDEN ROD, BRYANT's and French's

of the old

NEW SENSATION tied there, playing to Greene County audiences,

and I

death of
old home and property to a

remember the JULIA BELLE SWAIN and VEENE SWAIN running
excursions from there," says Bill.
their father Arley, "ill and
i group headed by Bill Varesko of

About a year after the
his brother sold the

Rice's Landing, Pa. who started the "Riverside Marina" in the

summer of 1961 and used the old home as a "Boatel."

the
Mr.

a local tradition that
and was rebuilt in 1867.
named as the
destruction of the place.

Places. Being the last of the old
Mississippi River style stern-
wheelers she can enjoy the pres-
tige of being our only "moving
museum' open to the public. From
all of her more glamorous contem-
poraries the BELLE survives alone
to offer u: the opportunity to
ride a high-pressure sternwheeler
on inland rivers. That makes the
choo-choo in her 'scape pipes
sound all the more musical.

Robert (Roddy) Hammett,
Willow Island, W. Va. 26190

A great grandfather pauses here
to salute William Robert Way, the
first-born of John Arthur and
Susan Dian Way, born Thursday,
September 20, 1973. "Willie" was

There is

brick house burned once before,
and Mrs.
owners in a news report telling of the recent

William Varesko were

about twenty days old when his
uncle Thomas E. Way enrolled him
as a full-fledged member of S&D.
Sgt. John A. Way, U.S. Marines,
is the elder son of Mr. and Mrs.
James C. Way, Ashton, Ill. The
proud parents were statiomed in
Hawaii when "Willie" arrived.

The perils of publication being
what they are with mounting costs
of publication and distribution,
another river historical magazine
has been retired. "River Drift"
was launched in 1969, published by
The Waterways Journal, St. Louis,
and edited with verve by James V.

Swift. Priced $2 the copy, carry-
ing mno advertising, it struggled
into 1973. It wasn't paying its

way.
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mention was
Ford McDaniel who's lately built a
big model
steamboat W. C. BRADLEY.
past Thanksgiving week-end James
F. Hale left

there called

tain killing a few chickens. His
livingroom wall is
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he wrote on the back, "The MARY S. BLEES at

Tuscahoma Landing, Tombigbee River." Bert was
a great hand at compiling dope about southern riv-
er steamboats, particularly those of the Alabama,
Coosa, Mobile, Tombigbee and Warrior rivers, and
he dug up a wealth of old photographs, good, bad,
and indifferent, and ran them in a series of book-
style "directories" which become more valuable as
time goes on. This one of the MARY S. BLEES is
typical of his "finds" and what it may lack in
photographic excellence is compensated by the pure
poetry of so large and elegant a boat on so dimin-
utive a river. The BLEES has sort of a Howard
Ship Yard look, certainly a credit to the artisans
of Mobile who built her in 1899. She's not so big
as she looks to be--about the size of the BETSY
ANN--hull 170.2 by 34, three boilers and high
pressure engines 16" dia. by 7 ft. stroke. The
Staples family (JAMES T. STAPLES, etc.) ran her in
her youth, but after the STAPLES blew up in 1913
and the Burke family became dominant, the BLEES
was sold to New Orleans and the Comeaux family ran
her to Baton Rouge in 1914 with poor pickings, and

WBEN THE LATE BERT NEVILLE sent us this picture

in June, 1915 she was sold through boat broker
John F. Klein to William Ruprecht and others of
St. Louis. They rebuilt her at St. Louils, taking

off the cotton guards and giving her statiomaries
'72 issue, page 40,

In our Sept.
of Capt. Poley

made steamboats.
JOHN W.
of the Chattahoochee
QOver the

the drab confines of and he told me

photographs of Chattahoochee River
He was pilot
CALLAHAN,
NO. 2 and others.
the river when he was 12.
Capt. McDaniel about his pictures,
to go
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and bull rails, and then hired Capt. Milt Harry to
run her St. Louis-Illinois River in opposition to
the Eagle Packet Co. boats. Capt. Milt Harry, say
what you will of him, was a past-master at such
unorthodox tactics and God rest his soul usually
came out of such frays the winner, and did this
time. In something a little over a year of this
Eagle Packet succumbed, yielded and submitted, and
paid the price; they bought the boat. This trans-
fer took place in February, 1917. Eagle Packet
already had five packets and now had six, certain-
ly more than they needed. As though to take care
of the problem, the Big Ice in the Ohio River that
winter wiped away four of these, and all that pre-
vented a clean sweep was that the BALD EAGLE was
on the Paducah marine ways and the MARY S. BLEES,
now renamed PIASA, was harbored at St. Louis. In
a recovery program Eagle Packet built and bought
other boats, and ran the PIASA in the St. Louis-
Alton trade which had supported some fancy marine
architecture since beyond reckoning. That trade
played out in 1927 and the PIASA-ex MARY S. BLEES
was the last of the breed. She was laid up behind
the Eagle Packet Co. wharfboat at St. Louis, and
in 1934 Capt. Aubrey D. Haynes II bought some of
her trappings to use around his home and farm near
Mound City, I1l. Eagle Packet scrapped the rest.

of "S&D" to Ed got us an instant
invitation to his home. Such a
collection of Chattahoochee River
steamboat photographs I had no
idea existed. And a more enjoy-
able evening of conversation I
have never had. At 11:30 p.m. we

on the
CHIPOLA, RUTH
He started on
1 asked

See a man

a Birmingham, Ala. machine shop on named Ed Mueller living in Talla- rolled in to Valdosta with a
a visit to his brother in Valdos- hassee, Fla. That name of course photograph of the AMOS HAYS to
ta, Ga. The two of them breezed rang bells, for Ed Musller has help me in the building of a model
over to  Wewahitchka, Fla. and been a frequent contributor to the of that boat I am working on."

on Captain McDaniel. S&D REFLECTOR.

"We found the 78-year-old Cap-

covered with

"So we were off for Tallahassee
by way of Apalachicola and that is
the long way around.

Jim Hale makes his home at Route
6, Box 460, Bessemer, Ala. 35020.
His next project is a model of the

The mention M, W. KELLY.



T HAD THE FLAVOR of a bon voy-

age party. Some 700 well wish-

ers stood on shore watching G.
F. Steedman Hinckley and his crew
take off on the biggest adventure
in the memory of rivermen. There
were speeches, introductions, the
Jeffersonville High School Band
played lively airs, Vic Tooker and
his "Riverboat Ramblers" including
his Mom and Pop responded, and Bob
Braun of Cincinnati's WLWT sang a
song something about the new River
Machine.

The Delta Queen Steamboat Com-
pany was celebrating the comple-
tion of the first steel box-like
amidship section for the hull of
their yet to be named steam stern-

wheeler. Those associated with
the venture and invited guests
were escorted aboard by R. Wes

Naye, president of Jeffboat, and
were seated looking shoreward. The
date was Sunday, November 11, 1973
at three o'clock p.m. and the lo-
cation was at Jeffersonville, Ind.
at the Jeffboat yard, along Market
Street entering at Gate 5. The
focal point was aboard Jeffboat's
Hull #2999, the first section.

Mr. Naye alluded in his remarks

to the side-wheel J. M. WHITE of
1878, pointing out that almost a
century had elapsed since that

pinnacle of river architecture had
been launched at the old Howard
Ship Yard at the same location.
(See the feature story in this is-
sue for the details of that).

The guest of honor was Mrs. Leo-
noir K. Sullivan, heralded as '"the
lady who saved the DELTA QUEEN."
Mrs. Sullivan, as about everybody
in the U.S.A. knows, 1is from St.
Louis, and is a U.S. congresswoman
(House) from Missouri. We had not
had the honor of meeting Mrs. Sul-
livan prior to this occasion, and
found her to be a most attractive
person radiating feminine enthusi-
asm. She has sponsored successful
legislation on three occasions to
prolong the life-span of the DQ.

Early in the proceedings a large
(and we mean large--maybe 60 by 20
feet) canvas-mounted blueprint of
the new steamboat's profile, same
as appeared on the back page of
our December issue, was hoisted by
an enormous crane to form a back-
drop riverward of the hull section
upon which the mnotables were as-
sembled. The mechanics of raising
it up, slowly and surely, brought
the illusion of a sunken vessel in
the hands of the insurance people
being recovered from an accident.
This certainly was not the intent.
Yet it did dramatize the ascendan-
cy and domination of a new Procyon
of first magnitude in the firma-
ment, called yet Hull 2999, lead-
ing old dog star DQ.

From what we understand, this
monster blueprint is to be dis-
played facing riverward at the
shipyard during the progress of
construction over the next several
years.

Something of a shock was to find
that "Greene Line Steamers, Inc."
is now out of .date--passe. No
mention was made of this, but the
fact was amply clear that the Del-

ta Queen Steamboat Company is
building Hull #2999 and also owns
the DQ. Letha Greene and her fam-
ily were invited to this dedica-
tion but sent regrets.

Delta Queen Steamboat Co. is an
offshoot of Overseas National Air-
ways, and both are master-minded

by Steedman (pronounced Stedman)
Hinckley who hovered on the side-
lines donned in a outhful and

somewhat casual trenchcoat, with
no hint of a furrow on his brow
over a Dow-Jones average which in
the past week had sunk some 54
points. His charming wife did not
accompany him.

Conspicuously present was Dick
Simonton who was given an ovation
second to mnone following a warm
and from-the-heart introduction by
Betty Blake. He is the beautiful
person who really did save the DQ,
prompted by an admixture of senti-
ment and practical considerations,
back before she started getting
saved in Washington, D.C. Dick
had dropped down out of the sky
from Los Angeles to participate,
looking wonderfully well, and was
off the mnext day for Gloucester,
Mass. on a new project prompted by
the same admixture of sentiment
and practical considerations. He
delivered to us a terse epithala-
mium. "This new boat is conceived
in love, a good omen." We have
been studying on this, off and on,
slince,

Capt. Ernie Wagner was presented
with greetings from the governor
of Iowa and the loan of an ancient
Iowa state flag to be flown from
the new boat on her initial Upper
Mississippi cruise. John P. Bick-
el, of McGregor, Iowa, did the
honors. McGregor is an up-and-
coming town loaded with historic
preservation, once the residence
of Diamond Jo Reynolds.

Another ceremony was the unveil-
ing of a bronze plaque commemorat®
ing the event of the dedication.
Mrs. Sullivan signalled a crane
operator high aloft. Electric mo-
tors up there in the sky whirred
and a triangular cover-frame was
hoisted to disclose the plaque for
all to see.

Bill Muster explained to the
shore audience that the mname for
the new boat would be selected
from submitted suggestions. Forms
were passed out for the purpose,
upon which were printed a dozen or
more tentative ideas, such as DEL-

TA KING, DELTA QUEEN II and MIS-
SISSIPPI QUEEN. The onlookers,
asked to applaud for their favor-

ite, did not seem too excited with
any of them.

Following the ceremonies the as-
sembled guests and onlookers were
invited to gaze upon a sample
stateroom which had been built
nearby, and could be seen by ogl-
ing through a small window. IE
was complete even to a Holy Bible
reposing on a bedside stand. This
in itself was a touch of modernism
inasmuch as old-time boats like
the J. M. WHITE owned but one copy
of The Book placed prominently in
the main cabin under the watchful
eye of the steward.

The guests were invited to a re-
ception held at the Marriott Inn,
505 Marriott Drive, Clarksville,
Indiana---a hop, skip and a jump
north of Jeffersonville. Most a-
vailed themselves of the opportun-
ity and this means maybe one hund-
red and fifty of them. Vic Tooker
and his "Riverboat Ramblers" set
up a din so overpowering nobody
could communicate, cased silver
and bronze medallions were handed

to fortunates---showing the DQ on
one side and the new boat on the
other---press kits, folders and

pamphlets were for the taking, and
the "wedding cake'" of the event
was a handsome scale model of the
completed steamboat #2999 in all
of her projected adormments.

S&D was liberally represented
and to name a few we grasped hands
and shouted back-&-forth with Den-
nis Trone, Jack Trotter and his
good wife, Larry and Ethel Walker,
Don Vornholt and his good wife,
Marion Frommel, C. W. Stoll and
lucy, Roddy Hammett, Doc Hawley,
Charlie Brasher and his wife, Dale
Flick, Delly Robertson and Dianne,
Kenny Howe and bride, Bob McCann,
Bert Fenn and oh lordy a dozen or
S0 more.

The maiden voyage of the first
steamboat to ply the Ohio and Mis-
sissippi rivers was made with a
comet hanging in the night sky.
Mark Twain was born and died coin-
cident with two successive appear-
ances of Halley's Comet. Hull
#2999 is under construction even
as everybody gazes upon Kohoutek,
the most overrated comet in re-
corded history. In the words of
Capt. Eb Cline: "Sign of the times
--sign of the times."

The President of
THE DELTA QUEEN STEAMBOAT CO.
cordially invites
YOU and YOUR GUEST
to join The Honorable Leonor K. Sullivan
to Officially Witness
THE DEDICATION OF HULL 2999
and to Inspect Model Staterooms
for the
River Steamboat Now Under Construction
at JEFFBOAT SHIPY ARD
3:00 PM, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1973
Enter Gate 5 off Market Street
Jeffersonuille, Indiana
R.S5. V. P

Present invitation to gate attendant
for directions to seating and parking,

Sirs: The flowers sent by the of-
ficers and members of 8&D in mem-
ory of Bruce Edgington were beau-
tiful. They stayed fresh and lov-
ely on his grave for a week.

The Cousins,
Stout, Ohio 45684
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EVERAL YEARS AGO the DELTA QUEEN was making unscheduled trips up the Kanawha

SRiver (for no good reason other than to kill time) to Buffalo, West Va. at
Mile 22. Buffalo, pop. 333, usually turned out en masse to ogle the big boat
and to pass judgment on city-folks who came ashore. Plenty of rivermen were
born and raised in Buffalo, and some oldtimers remembered when Capt. Tom Wright
used to blow long and loud the whistle of the ROBT. P. GILLHAM down the Ohio Riv-
er at Mercers Bottom and they could hear it---38.6 miles by river and 10 miles as
sound waves come. Other than the GILLHAM and the DELTA QUEEN, the best-loved
boat was the NEVA which in the olden-time made daily trips Buffalo-Gallipolis.
--Until the fire. The above picture was taken at Buffalo shortly after the NEVA
burned, which happened Saturday, Sept. 24, 1904 at 1l a.m. She had steam up and
her whistle just blew and blew as the flames reduced her to rubbish. Some said

the valve was purposely tied down, but Capt. Francis Wright, who was there,
figured that a piece of timber fell on the valve. We are indebted to R, Jerome
2168 21st St., Nitro, West Va. 25143 for this historic scene.

The NEVA was built at
Pt. Pleasant, W. Va. in
1898 on a wood hull 117
by 21.6. She ran daily,
except Sunday, Gallipolis
-Buffalo, owned by Capt.
Austin Barrows. Ed Bar-
rows was pilot and Frank
Barrows, engineer---three
brothers. Charles F.
Stalder was clerk. In
1904 Stalder and Capt.
Gordon C. Greene bought
her and extended her run
toe Winfield, connecting
with the EVERGREEN for
Charleston. She was in
that trade when she burn-
ed. This picture taken
when the boat was new by
Thornton Barrette.
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(:)NE OF THE MORE UNIQUE steamboats of yore was the "gospel boat" MEGIDDO built

at Lyons, Iowa, 1901. The name Megiddo is interpreted to mean "the Lord is

in His place with an army" and construction of the craft was ordered by the
Assoc1atlon of Christian Brethern founded and led by a bearded, astute man named

(for nothing) T. (for nothing) Nichols who had examined many a religion in
hlS youth and found none that he liked. In 1880 he started one for himself and
preached it throughout the midwest. The MEGIDDO was built on a wood hull 175 by
33 by 5. She had a locomotive-type boiler with the shell 52" in diameter, 20
feet long, with 68 three-inch tubes. Her high pressure engines were 12" bore by
6 ft. stroke fitted with California cut-offs and balanced valves. She also had
a 12 hp. donkey boiler for supplying heat, and she was illuminated with acety-
lene gas. The purpose of MEGIDDO was to quarter and transport the Christian
Brethern from town to town. There were six large (9 x 12) staterooms on the
main deck aft of the boiler, also diningroom, kitchen and two storerooms. On
the boiler deck were 26 more 9 x 12 staterooms and two commodious staterooms out
forward for the captain and L. T. Nichols. In case the reader is a bit vague as
to the location of where she was built--Lyons, Iowa--it is near Clintonm, or
about half way between Davenport and Dubuque. M. J. Godfrey in 1901 had a ma-
rine ways at Lyons and had been building boats since 1866 on the Mississippi, on
the Red River (of the North), the Rainey, the Yukon, and some of his craft went
to Central America. One of his best known was the first VERNE SWAIN which he
built at Stillwater, Minn. 1885-86. The above picture was taken by the late
Capt. Jesse P. Hughes at Smithland, Ky. in 1902. Your attention is invited to
the spreader bar between the stacks with the words UNITED WE STAND, and the semi
-circular IN GOD WE TRUST across the quarter posts. In 1904 L. T. Nichols sold
the MEGIDDO and settled his mission in Rochester, N.Y. He died in 1912. Capt.
Walter Blair converted the MEGIDDO into a packet at Paducah renamed CHATTANOOGA.
Within weeks she draped herself over rocks at Big Chain, Tennessee River mile 20
assuming an unbecoming mnot Lto say grotesque attitude. When returned to the
Paducah marine ways she was again rebuilt, this time so extensively that she
bore no resemblance to her former self. She was the last packet to operate in
the Chattanooga-Kingston trade (1919-1920) and on her final trip her master was
Capt. Paul Underwood, and Harris Underwood was pilot. Soon after that she sank
at Chattanooga and was torm up.

to Bill Fletcher of Ramsey's Ferry, Batesville, Ark.

e

1909 she was advertised out of New
Orleans to Lower Terrebonne to the

Downey, Calif. for the Oct. '73
issue of '"The Ozarks Mountaineer"
having pictures and a write-up of
the OZARK QUEEN done by Duanne
Huddleston. Duanne likes that old
OZARK QUEEN and she did a big and
good story on the same subject a
couple of years ago for the Arkan-
sas Gazette. She's probably going
to wind up doing a book on White
River steamboats and it ought to
be authoratative.

The O0ZARK QUEEN was built at

in 1896, sternwheel, cotton-style,
wood hull 133 by 25.6. She made a
trip when she was new clear up the
White to Cotter, Ark. (above the
present railroad brldge at a place
then called McBee's Landing) which
is dang near within whistling dis-
tance of the Missouri state line.
The U. S. Inspectors crossed her
out at Memphis in Dec. 1904. Capt.
M. F. Bradford bought her, took
her to Madisonville, La. and re-
built her into the HOUMA and in

Sugar Refinery and Houma and to

Bayou Lafourche to Lafourche Cross-
ing. She rode out the 1926 hurri-

cane at N.0. only to be destroyed

by fire shortly after.

Toy boats, toy boats, toy boats,
toy boats, toy boats. Read that
sentence aloud to yourself real
fast and you'll find out that you
are a towboater.



CCOUNTS OF OLD LOCK ONE in the

Muskingum River at Marietta

(originally designated No. 11)
often report that the 'mew" lock
on the Marietta side was construc-
ted as an ice harbor. Our mental
impression was that steamboats
were moored in the chamber for ice
protection.

Not so. Hear this:

"The new lock at the opposite
end of the dam from the old one,
was constructed to provide an ice
harbor above the dam. The con-
struction of the new lock with 56
by 356-foot available dimensions
was to make the pool above the dam
available for an ice harbor for
Ohio River boats. Construction
was commenced by the United States
in 1880. When Muskingum River im-
provements were taken over by the
U.S. in 1887 the lock was about
half completed. When the new lock
was completed on Dec. 1, 1891, the
old lock at the opposite end of
the dam was abandoned. Its river
wall was removed and the dam was
extended to the land wall.

"The new lock was of peculiar
shape in plan. Due to its loca-
tion on the concave side in a bend
in the river and its proximity to
the river bank, the approaches
were at a considerable angle with
the axis of the lock. The lock
was therefore constructed of an
hourglass shape, with the upper
half of the river wall in line

The Muskingum's hourglass Lock No.

with the upper approach, and the
lower half with the lower ap-
proach. The upper and lower halv-
es of the land wall were parallel
with the lower and wupper halves,
respectively, of the river wall.
"The lock was provided with
gates at the middle to permit us-
ing either the upper or the lower
half, or the whole chamber. The
upstream half of the lock went out

of commission on Sept. 7, 1896
when excessive leakage developed
under the walls. Later on, the
upper gates were removed. The
lower chamber (179 by 56 feet) re-
mained available, being suffi-
cently large for existing com-
merce."

The above account is adapted

from a U.S. Engineer's Report of
1943. Our thanks to Jerry Sutphin
for sending it. So you Muskingum
fans please amend your records--
No. 1 was not built as an ice har-
bor; it was built to provide an
ice harbor for Ohio River steam-

boats in the pool above. The old
original lock on the Harmar side
was too small to handle most of

the Ohio River steamers.

Probably, we might add, if the
whole truth were told, the 356
foot available length was also de-
signed to get steamboats to and
from the Marietta Manufacturing
Company plant located in the No. 1
pool in the Muskingum. A photo-
graph was taken of the new towboat
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1 was not an ice harbor

HARRY BROWN at the Marietta Mfg.

plant in the summer of 1897 when
she was getting her engines in-
stalled. She had a hull 205 feet
long. ---Which casts some doubt
as to the date given in the fore-
going U. §S. Engineer's account
which states that the upstream
half went out of commission on
Sept. 7, 1896, Must have been a

year or so later.

Sirs: Although I was a railroader
for fifty years (retired in '69) I
have always been a great lover of
the Mississippi on whose shores I
was born in a little hamlet ten
miles south of La Crosse. One of
my early recollections is Dad
hitching up the little grey team
to the buggy with the fringe on
top. We drove down to Trempealeau
Mountain between Winona and La
Crosse to see the side-wheel pack-
et QUINCY lying there sunk. Keep
up the good work with the S&D RE-

FLECTOR. I look forward to each
issue and read it from cover to
cover.

M. D. Harrington,

5228 11th Ave., S.,

Minneapolis, Minn. 55417
=The QUINCY stabbed a snag and
sank at Tremeauleau Mountain, Wis.

in July, 1906. She was quickly
raised. Later on she was convert-
ed into the J.5. (2nd). -Ed.
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Capt. William R. Hoel kept a day
by day diary when he commanded the
U. S. Lighthouse tender LILY in
the years 1875-1879, at which time
his service ended due to his sud-
den and dramatic death (which is a
story in itself). His records
kept 1875-1878 have been preserved
and we are grateful to Woody Rut-
ter for a typed copy.

Captain Hoel was introduced in
our Sept. '73 issue as commander
of the U.S gunboat PITTSBURG on
the Red River expedition of 1864,
He was appointed commander of the
LILY on Dec. 1, 1875 following a
brief tenure of Capt. Owen B. Jol-
ly. The LILY tended all of the
oil lights on the Ohio River, a
total of 129. In 1875 there were
46 between Cairo and Louisville;
17 thence to Cincinnati, and 66 on
to Pittsburgh. They had been es-
tablished for the most part by a
prior side-wheel tender  ALICE.
Captain Hoel during 1876-1878 set
up many additional ones, some of
which are still in approximately
the same locations in 1974. One
of these was the Fairview Light at
Mile 376.4 which was placed on Ap-

ril 21, 1876, which factlmay be of g =

interest to Capt. William Dugan = e T e

who lives nearby. We'll be having —— e
?°re to say of these matters in UFUS B II is one of the prime attractions of the Upper
ikure 18sues, Mississippi, based at Wabasha, Minn. She is owned by Dr.
Philip L. Bettler whose office for surgery and gynecology
The steam excursion boat ADMIRAL is 215 Commerce Bldg., Sioux City, Iowa 51101. The boat was
owned by Streckfus Steamers, Inc., built at Le Claire, Iowa by Carl Lambach in 1926 on a wooden
is being converted to diesel. She hull, then called FREDDY BOY. In 1954 she was sold to the
will be prop driven with the units Molo Sand & Gravel Co., Dubuque. A year later she was com-
placed at the sides in the paddle- pletely rebuilt with a steel hull and her over all is 60 by
box areas. 18 feet. She is powered with a G-M 4-71 diesel, 90 hp. This
season she will emerge with a new paint job including a shiny
red paddlewheel. Dr. Bettler does not carry commercial pas-

Among those wintering at Fort

Lauderdale, Fla. this past winter sengers but anyhow he went to Dubuque last January (spurred
5 .

e on by Capt. Dennis Trone) and got his U.S.C.G. license to op-
ge{i gapt.d agd tMrs. dWLﬁllam gé erate passenger vessels under 100 tons. Another recommenda-
so'tgc fagh Uap : 0?9 FS. tion is that he is good friend of Gene and Claire Fitch of
T B O £ CPper S0 .ares. the CLAIRE E. Also he belongs to S&D, nuf ced.

"Slim" Brandt submits
this enticing view of a
steam yacht named the
PORTIA. He knows that
the photographer signed
himself "Valley Hunter"
and hailed from Bril-
liant, 0. Ergo, this
view was taken at or
near Wellsburg, W. Va.,
but no clue as to the
date. Might hawve been
about 1915, Anybody
know anything about the
PORTIA?




DELTA QUEEN 1974 spring sailing schedule and itineraries

FARES PER rmon Includs Barth, Meals,
ISE Steam DEPARTURES DAILY SPRING CRUISE ITINERARY — Dats/Port/Morning Aftsrnoon
WO. | CRUISE DATES | PORTS — Originations snd Destinations J,"‘_'.ﬁ b’ = P A d T Entortainment and Siuumbent Fumsge i o hind !
oW Wights [ ¢ s A [ am Port, Day, Time DAY TWO DAY THREE DAY FOUR DAY FIVE DAY SIX DAY SEVER
1 | Mar. I-Mar, 3 New Orleans Weekend RT Frl., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 $108 I $116 I S]W] $160 I §174 | New Orleans, Fri., 6 PM 3/2 Cruising 3/3 Ar New Orleans 2 PM | (A plantation stop will be made during this cruise) 1
2 | Mar.4-Mar. B | New Drleans/Natchez — OLD SOUTH RT Maon., Noon Fri., 9 AM 4 Chartered by Fuller Travel, Inc. Mew Orleans, Mon., Noon | 3/5 St. Francisville PM 3/6 Natchez PM 3/7 Baton Rouge AM ] 3/8 Ar New Orleans 9 AM z
3 | Mar. B-Mar. 10 | New Orleans Weakand RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 $108 $116 3140 §160 $174 | New Orleans, Fri., & PM 3/9 Cruising 3/10 Ar New Orleans 2 PM | (A plantation stop will be mada during this cruise) 3
4 | Mar. 10-Mar. 15| New Orleans/Vicksburg — PILGRIMAGE | RT Sun., 9 PM Fri., 9 AM 5 szio $235 $285 §325 $370 | New Orleans, Sun., 9 PM | 3/11 Cruising 3/12 Natchez PM 3/13 Vicksburg AM I 3/14 St. Francisville AM | 3/15 Ar New Orleans 9 AM [}
5 | Mar, 15-Mar. 17| New Orleans Woekand RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 | 8108 | $116| $140 | 3160 | $174| New Orleans, Fris 6 PM | 3/16 Cruising 3/17 Ar New Orlesns 2 PM | (A plantation stop will ba mada during this cruise) 5
6 | Mar, 18-Mar. 24 | New Orleans/Memphis ow Mon., Noon Sun., 8 AM 6  |Chartered by National Trust For Historic Preservation | New Orleans, Mon., Noon | 3/19 St. Francisville PM 3/20 Natchez PM 3/21 Vicksburg AM | 3/22 Groanville AM 3/23 Cruising 3/24 Ar Memphis 9 AM [
7 | Mar. 24-Mar. 29| Memphis/New Orleans — PILGRIMAGE | oW | Sun., 6 PM Fri., 9 AM 5 | 8210 | $235| $295| §325 | $370 | Memphis, Sun., 6 PM 3/25 Greenvilla PM 3/26 Vicksburg AM 3/27 Natchez PM ] 3728 St. Francisville PM | 3729 Ar New Orleans 9 AM 7
8 | Mar. 29-Mar. 31| New Orleans Weekend RT Fri.. 6 PM Sun., 2 PM - 2 $108 $116 $140 §160 $174 | New Orleans, Fri., 6 PM | 3/30 Cruising 3/31 Ar New Orleans 2 PM | (A plentation stop will be made during this eruise) ]
9 | Mar. 31-Apr. 5 | New Orleans/Vicksburg — PILGRIMAGE | RT Sun., 9 PM Fri., 9 AM 5 |$210 | $235| $205| $325 | $370 | New Orleans, Sun., 9 PM | 4/1 Cruising 4/2 Nstchaz PM 4/3 Vicksburg AM ] 4/4 St. Francisville AM |  4/5 Ar New Orleans 9 AM 9
10 | Apr.S-Apr. 7 New Orleans Weekend RT Fri., 6 PM Sun,, 2 PM 2 $108 5116 $140 3160 $174 | New Orleans, Fri,, 6 PM 4/6 Cruising 477 Ar New Orleans 2 PM | (A plantation stop will be made during this cruise) 10
11 | Apr. 7-Apr. 12 | New Orieans/Vicksburg — OLD SOUTH RT Sun., 9 PM Fri., 9 AM 5 |s$210 | $235| 5205 $325 | $370 | New Orleans, Sun., 9 PM | 4/B Cruising 4/9 Natchez PM 4/10 Vicksburg AM | 4/11 St. Francisville AM |  4/12 Ar New Orleans 9 AM 1
12 | Apr. 12-Apr. 14 | New Orleans EASTER Weekend RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 $108 $116 $140 §160 5174 | New Orleans, Fri., 6 PM 4/13 Cruising 4714 Ar New Orleans 2 PM | (A plantation stop will ba made during this cruisa) 12
13 | Apr. 14-Apr. 15 | New Orleans/Memphis — OLD SOUTH ow Sun., 9 PM Fri., 8 AM 5 | $210 §235 $295 $325 $370 | Mew Orleans, Sun., 9 PM | 4/15 Baton Rouge PM 4/16 Natchsz PM 4/17 Cruising 4/18 Cruising 4/19 Ar Memphis 9 AM 13
14 | Apr. 19-Apr. 21 | Memphis Werkand RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 si08 3116 3140 $160 3174 | Memphis, Fri., 6 PM 4/20 Helenn PM 4/21 Ar Memphls 2 PM 14
15 | Apr. 21-Apr. 25 | Memphis/St. Louis — BLUES CRUISE OW | Sun.,9PM Thur., Noon 4 | 5152 | $172| $216 | 5236 | $268| Memphis, Sun., 9 PM 4/22 Caruthersville PM |  4/23 Cairo PM 4/24 Chester PM 4/25 Ar 5t. Louis Noon 15
16 | Apr. 25-Apr. 27 | St. Louis HOLIDAY RT Thur., 9 PM Sat., 2 PM 2 slo8 $116 $140 3160 §174 | St. Louis, Thur., 9 PM 4/26 Cruising 4/27 Ar St. Louis 2 PM {11 possible, » shora stop will be made st Cape Girardesu Friday) 16
47 | Apr.27-May3 | St. Louis/Cincinnati STEAMBOAT RACE | OW | Sat., 9PM Fri., 9 AM 6 | s252 | s282| $354 | 3390 | $444 | St Louis, Sst, 9 PM 4/28 Cruising 4/29 Evansville PM 4/30 Cruising l 5/1 Louisville (Race) 5/2 Madison AM 5/3 Ar Cincinnati 9 AM 17
18 | May 3-May § Cincinnati KENTUCKY DERBY Weekand RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 Wait List Reservations Accepted Only Cincinnati, Fri., 6 PM 5/4 Louisville 5/5 Ar Cincinnati 2 PM [ 18
19 | May 6-May 25 Cincinnati/New Orleans/ Cincinnati RT Mon., Noon Sat., 9 AM 19 $741 $836| %1064 | $1178 | $1292 Round trip passengers will use bost as hotsl in New Orieans 5/13 & 5/14 — Sherestops listed directly below. 19
195 | May 6-May 14 Cincinnati/New Orleans ow Mon., Noon Tues., 9 AM B 1472 $512 $624 §712 $760 Cincinnati, Mon., Noon, 5/7 Louisville, 5/8 & 9 Cruising, 5/10 Memphis, 5/11 Vicksburg, 5/12 St. Francisville, 5/13 Ar New Orlaans 9 AM (Southbounders depark 5/14, 9 AM) 195
19N | May 14-May 25 | Mew Orleans, Cincinnati OW | Tues., 6PM | Sat, 9AM 11 [ 3429 | s484| 3616 | 3682 | $748 New Orleans, Tues., 6 PM, 5/15 Baton Rougs, 5/16 Natchaz, 5/17 Vicksburg, 5/18 Greanville, 5/19 Cruising, 5/20 Memphis, 5/21-22-23 Cruising, 5/24 Madison, 5/25 Ar Cincinnati 9 AM 19N
20 | May 25-May 28 | Cincinnali MEMORIAL Weekend RT Sat., 6 PM Tues., 9 AM 3 3162 §174 3210 $240 $261 | Cincinnati, Sat., 6 PM 5/26 Cruising 5/27 Madison PM 5/28 Ar Cincinnati 7 .m| 20
21 | May 28-May 31 | Royal OHIO RIVER Cruise RT Tues., 6PM |  Fri., 9AM 3 |Chartered by Royal Travel Service of Cincinnati, O Tues., 6PM | 5/29 Cruising 5/30 Madison PM 5/31 Ar k] AMI 1 21
22 | May3l-June2 | Cincinnati Weekend RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 $108 l $116 I $140 l §160 [ $174 | Cincinnati, Fri., 6 PM 6/1 Cruising 6/2 Ar Cincinnati 2 PM (A shore stop will be made Sunday morning at Aurora, Indisna) 22
23 | Juned-June 7 | Cincinnati OHIO RIVER Cruise RT Tues., 6PM |  Fri., 9 AM 3 Chartered by Onio AAA Club Cincinnati, Tues., 6 PM | 6/5 Cruising 6/6 Madison PM 6/7 Ar Cincinnati 9 AM [ 1 23
24 | June 7-June 9 Cincinnati Weekend RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 1108 I $116 [ SMD_[ §160 1— $174 | Cincinnati, Fri., 6 PM 6/B Cruising 6/9 Ar Cincinnati 2 PM (A shore stop will be made Sundsy morning at Aurora, Indiana) 24
25 | June 9-June 12 | Cincinnati OHIO RIVER Cruise RT Sun., 9 PM Wed., § AM 3 Chartered by Dayton Automobile Club Cincinnati, Sun., 9 PM | 6/10 Cruising 6/11 Madison PM 6/12 Ar Cincinnati 9 AM 25
26 | June 12-June 15 | Cincinnati OHIO RIVER Cruise RT Wed., 6 PM Sat., 9 AM 3 Chartered by A ile Club . Wed., 6 PM 6/13 Cruising 6/14 Madison PM 6/15 Ar Cincinnati 9 AM 26
27 | June 15-June 16 | Royal DIXIELAND Cruise RT Sat,, 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 1 | Chartersd by Roysl Travel Sarvice of Gincinnatl, Ohlo | Cincinnati, Sat., 6 PM 6/16 Ar Cincinnati 2 PM |  (Cruising on Ohio River — no shore stops) 27
28 | June 17-June 24 | Cincinnati/KENTUCKY LAKE RT Mon., 6 PM Mon., 9 AM 7 $315 3357 $441 $504 $553 | Cincinnati, Mon., 6 PM 6/18 Louisville, 6/19 Cave-in-Rock, 6/20 Kentucky Lake, 6/21 Evansville, 6,22 Cruising, 6/23 Madison, 6/24 Ar Cincinnati 9 AM 28
29 | june 24-1une 28 | Cincinnati,/Pittsburgh OW | Mon, 6PM | Fri, 9AM 4 |s204 | s220] s268] s$a04 | 3332 ] Cincinnati, Mon. 6 PM | 6/25 Huntington PM_ | 6/26 Mariatta PM [ 6/27 €. Liverpoot PM_ | 6/28 ar Pittsburgh o A | ™y
30 | June 28-June 30 | Pittsburgh Weekend RT Fri., 6 PM Sun., 2 PM 2 3114 $124 $148 $168 $180 ) Pittsburgh, Fri., 6 PM 6/29 Cruising I 6/30 Ar Pittsburgh 2 PM I (A surprise shars stop will be made during this nul-)l 30
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